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 For the past five years, Phil Esch faithfully served our JCPenney 
National H.C.S.C. Alumni Club as its President. His leadership is 
exemplified by the great partners he surrounded himself with. Phil 
has shown his willingness to continue to provide guidance to the new 

officers which shows his commitment to ensuring that the values established in 
H.C.S.C. will continue. From all your partners in the H.C.S.C. Alumni Club, we 
wish Phil and Bunny a much-deserved rest from the daily activities of leading 
our organization.

Now that Phil has retired, it is taking three people to take his place. Phil saw the 
need for a progression of leadership, so he developed a task force to come up 
with a succession plan. Now we have a president (me) from the eastern part of 
the nation, a 1st vice president (Bill Kruder) from the central area, and a 2nd 
vice president (Steve Strom) from the west. All will serve a two-year term and 
move up every second year. 
 
Your new officers have been busy bringing new ideas and enthusiasm for our 
work. 

Steve Strom did an extraordinary job of coordinating the celebration of Mr. 
Penney's statue in Kemmerer, Wyoming, which you will read about in this edition 
of Partners. Steve's membership promotion for 2021 has guided us to add 
an additional 162 members this year. Steve is already developing a fun 2022 
membership drive. As everyone knows, we need to increase our membership 
and we will need everyone's help. 

Bill Kruder, with the help of Tom Clarke (Membership), developed a national 
email distribution list to inform every member of timely events. Bill also 
established a National Facebook page so that members can share memories 
and fun events. Our Club was founded in 1932, so Bill will also lead our 90th 
Anniversary Celebration during 2022. We will celebrate our Company, our Club, 
and our Penney family. 

The past year or so has been very trying for many. For 2022 we look forward to 
new adventures, maintaining long time friendships, making new friends.... and 
let's 'Embrace Aging - Find Joy - Choose Happiness.' 

Bill Watson, President
National H.C.S.C. Alumni Club

President’s Note

Bill Watson

We have had a lot of feedback that readers really enjoy the short stories members are submitting. Please think 
about the fun or unusual things that happened during your career and let us hear about it. Send your story to 
1902partners@gmail.com.

Note from the editor
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Walt and Debi Parker’s 
JCPenney Story

Once upon a time 50-years ago, there was a 
store named Treasury. Walt and Debi Parker’s 
JCPenney experience actually started at the 
Treasury Store in Torrance, California. Both were 

hired to open the store in 1971. Both decided to stay after 
the opening working at opposite ends of the store. Even 
though they worked a full-time schedule, they didn’t start 
dating until July 1973. 

Walt and Debi’s relationship moved along quickly 
culminating with their wedding in December 1973. Since 
married couples couldn’t work in the same store, they had 
a dilemma. They decided to flip a coin to see who would 
stay at Treasury. Walt won the flip and stayed. Debi hired on 
at Ohrbach’s department store and had a three-year career 
ending in the buying office. Walt earned his bachelor’s 
degree from Cal State Long Beach in 1976. Walt stayed at 
the Treasury until the stores closed in May of 1981.
When Ohrbach’s closed their California stores, Debi 
decided to come back to JCPenney as a trainee at the 
Downey, California, store. She was hired by Ron Hudnall. 
When Treasury closed Walt wanted to be retained at 
JCPenney, but he had to wait a few months until there 
was an opening. Walt still thanks Glenn Harrison and Alan 
Bidwell for being instrumental in keeping him in his district. 
Until an opening came up, Walt worked at the Lakewood 
and Mall of Orange stores. He was promoted to GMM and 
opened the Long Beach store in early 1982.
The ‘80s were a busy time for both Walt and Debi. 
Jarod was born in October 1981 and Justin was born in 
December 1982. Their careers were also moving along at a 
quick pace considering their 10 store moves.

Debi was promoted to GMM and worked in Long Beach, 
Buena Park, Downey and Laguna Hills. Walt started the 
‘80s in Long Beach, then Monterey Park and then Orange 
the City. In 1986 he was promoted to district staff as the 
Business Planning Manager for Children’s and later for 
Men’s.

Profile

Walt and Debbie Parker

Walt and Debbie Parker

Justin Parker
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The ‘90s were highlighted by the Parker’s first out-of-
market move to Texas. Walt got his first store in Huntsville, 
Texas. Debi was placed in the Greenspoint store in 
Houston. They were both actively involved in the lives of 
their boys, especially concerning Little League baseball. 
Debi and Walt also found some great friends, especially 
Mike and Betty Morton. They still miss them. 

Debi and Walt have done extensive traveling over the years 
with Frank and Janet Ruiterman…best friends forever. 
They’ve also cruised with Ross and Marilyn Willour and Jeff 
and Jennifer Paige.

In the mid-‘90s Debi and a friend attended one of 
Walt’s Little League games and noticed that he could 
no longer yell. The doctors found cancerous tumors on 
his vocal cords. After several failed treatments, Walt 
went to MDAnderson Cancer Center in 2001 where they 
recommended a complete laryngectomy. This of course 
limited his speech but did not stop his desire to keep 
managing. When able, Walt was assigned to the Baytown 
store. A few years later he was honored to get a brand-new 
store at the Memorial City Mall, one of the most desired 
locations in Houston. Debi had several store assignments 
at Willowbrook and as GMM at The Woodlands.

Walt and Debi are super proud of their sons. Jarod 
graduated from Virginia Military Institute and is now a Lt. 
Colonel in the Army. His wife, Krista, and two girls, Naomi 
and Mackenzie, have made a good life in the military. 
Justin graduated from Georgia Tech and is now a computer 
engineer for Northrup-Grumman in the Baltimore area. 
In his spare time, he works for a trapeze school in the 
Washington, D.C. area.

In 2011, Debi and Walt retired from JCPenney. They both 
volunteered at local hospitals-Memorial Herman and 
MDAnderson. COVID-19 put a halt to any volunteer work 
for the time being. Debi and Walt live comfortably in The 
Woodlands, Texas, thanks in part to a career in JCPenney.

Profile

Jarod, Krista, Naomi and Mackenzie Parker

Mackenzie and Naomi Parker
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Bill Watson

Penney people are truly the best. During our 
Penney career we all worked together as a team 
and strived for common goals. At every step of 
the way, we cherish the lifelong friends made. In 

so many ways we are family. As part of the H.C.S.C. family, 
we continue to make new friends, and as your president, I 
would like to introduce myself. 

The Watson Family

For the first twelve years of my life, my family lived in West 
Virginia. While there my dad worked in the coal mines and 
decided to enter the ministry. He attended college and 
was ordained as a Methodist minister. It was through his 
teaching that I began to see the importance of serving 
others with a servant heart.
 
My parents, brother, sister, and I moved to North Carolina. 
It was in high school that I met my wife, Sandy. We 
attended a small high school where a love of sports 
brought us together. In a small school I had an opportunity 
to play football, basketball, and baseball. Sandy was my 
favorite cheerleader. We dated for six years and married 
upon our graduation from East Carolina University (ECU). 
We have now been married for fifty-two amazing years. 
Sandy taught elementary school but took some years off 
to stay home with our two daughters. Sandy has been an 
exceptional mother to our two daughters and is a kind and 
gentle person who is loved by all that know her.

Kelli, our oldest daughter lives in Apex, North Carolina, 
with her husband Mike and their two boys. Kelli is a stay-
at-home mom who volunteers her time around her boys' 
school and interest activities. Their family lived in California 
for ten years. Shortly after moving back to North Carolina, 
Mike started his own consulting business with two other 
partners.
 
Our youngest daughter Julie helped start a ministry for 
people with disabilities. She is the operations manager 

for Reality Ministries in Durham, North Carolina. She and 
her husband Jesse have two children. Jesse is a writer, 
songwriter, and musician.

My Penney Family 1969 - 2007

Upon graduation from East Carolina University, I worked 
in the Raleigh, North Carolina, North Hills store as a 
management trainee. I was then promoted to department 
manager and then personnel manager. Those were fun 
times of working hard and being a part of a growing, well-
respected department store. Our Moonlight Madness sales 
would have cars congesting traffic on the four-lane highway 
nearby. From Raleigh our family moved to Anderson, 
South Carolina, where I became the operations/personnel 
manager. When the district was ready to close the 

By Bill Watson

Bill and Sandy Watson

Bill, Sandy, Jesse DeConto, Julie DeConto, Kelli Joyner, 
Isaac, Max and Mike Joyner

Profile
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downtown Lynchburg, Virginia, store and open a new store 
in the mall, I was transferred there as the store operations/
personnel manager. A couple of years later we returned 
to Raleigh where I was the district operations/personnel 
manager. Then, our family moved with the relocation of the 
district office to Colfax, North Carolina. My next assignment 
and final move was to Kinston, North Carolina, as store 
manager where we stayed for 16 years until my retirement 
in 2007. 

I will always be thankful for those managers that provided 
me leadership and encouragement...Earl Barnes, Jack 
Barnes, Phil Williams, Ray Patterson, Earl Land, Bob Cote 
and Jeff Gilbert.

Past Leadership, Service Opportunities and 
Recognitions

It has always been important to me to give back to the 
communities where I worked. That probably has something 
to do with my Christian faith and family values.

• Leadership positions: I served as president of the 
following organizations: Administrative Management 
Society, Boys & Girls Club of Lenoir County, Lenoir 
County United Way, Eastern Wayne High School Parent 
Support Group, JCPenney Southeastern H.C.S.C Alumni 
Club and Area Governor and North Carolina Eastern 
Division Lt. Governor for Toastmasters. 

• Church involvement: I have held leadership positions 
as a Stephen Leader, Elder, Capital Campaign chair, 
Moderator for the ECU Presbyterian Campus Ministry, 
and Bus Captain on our church's pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land. 

• Recognition: During my career I received the James 
Cash Penney Award for Community Service for several 
years. I represented the Anderson, South Carolina, store 
on a trip to Jamaica. As the district operations manager, I 
was awarded a trip to Acapulco for having the best salon 
results. I was fortunate to represent the Kinston store for 
four Chairman's Awards.

Some Kinston Penney associates where Sandy and I had been invited back to a birthday party after I had retired

Managers in Bob Cote's district

Profile
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After Retirement 

Once I retired in 2007, I immediately joined the Southeastern 
H.C.S.C. Alumni Club and I am very grateful to be a part of 
this group. This club has given Sandy and me an opportunity 
to stay in touch with old friends as well as make new ones. 

Since retirement we have enjoyed going on mission trips, 
doing some traveling, playing golf, and attending ECU 
sporting events. Being president of the Goldsboro Golden K 
Kiwanis, webservant for my church's website and H.C.S.C. 
activities keep me busy. 

Mission trips include trips to Belize, Haiti, Mexico, Zambia, 
Kenya, Tanzania, West Virginia and Biloxi, Mississippi. 
Outside of family, some of my most memorable moments 
have been on mission trips.

Traveling with friends and family to places like Hawaii, the 
Mediterranean and Baltic Seas, the Serengeti, Bermuda, 
St. Lawrence River, Danube River, Mayan Ruins, Costa 
Rica, Victoria Falls, Southwest canyons, Canadian Rockies, 
Europe, Ireland, Israel and Jordan was always fun and 
interesting. While visiting our daughter in California, we 
ate lunch when Steve Jobs was in the cafeteria at Apple's 
headquarters in Cupertino.

Golf could be described as one of my passions. For the past 
33 years I have organized golf outings each year. In many 
ways those golf outings are just like the H.C.S.C. Alumni Club 
in that it has been a way to maintain friendships with those 
in other cities and states. Some of my special golf moments 
are 5 hole-in-ones; low score of 67; shot 70 at the age of 73. 
At 74 I have moved up to the senior tees and apparently it 
has helped my handicap (9) which is the best it has been in 
years.

Sandy and I are East Carolina University season ticket 
holders for football, basketball, and baseball. Sandy is right 
there with me at every game to the very end, through what is 
sometimes cold, wind and rain. Go Pirates!

The JCPenney Company has provided an opportunity for me 
to reach work and life goals that I never thought possible. 

My family and I have truly been blessed.

As we grow older it is important that we:
 
Embrace Aging - Find Joy - Choose Happiness

Our church group at Kwetu Faraja at a home for boys who 
used to live on the street

Rode a camel in Petra, Jordan

Do you recognize these Penney partners... Bob Mantel, 
Tony Nottage, Steve Allen, Michael Statham, Jerry Kite, Roy 
Kesley, Phil Williams, me, and Doug Strade

Profile
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Ted and 
Beverly West
Ted: My 39-year career with JCPenney began by accident. 
In 1959, I was working as an assistant buyer at Harvey's 
Department Store in Nashville when a friend asked for 
a ride to Madison where he had an interview for a job in 
the shoe department of JCPenney. While he was being 
interviewed, I was conversing with Aston McQuarter, 
the assistant manager. The following day, I was called 
back to the store for an interview with the store manager, 
George Scott, who offered me the opportunity to begin the 
management training program. Having recently married, I 
did not feel the salary was adequate, so I turned it down. 
I signed on when the salary was increased to $325 per 
month. 

Bill Woodruff, my district manager, took me with him when 
he was transferred to North Carolina in 1965. My new 
assignment was the Cameron Village store in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, managed by Carl Reichenbach with 
Assistant Manager Phil Sawyer.

Beverly: I was a bride of one month when Ted began with 
JCPenney in Madison, Tennessee. During the six years 
he worked there, I was busy with several local moves as 
our family expanded with two baby boys. Although we 
didn't have a lot of money, both our families were there 
for babysitting, family dinners, and life was good. His 
promotion to Raleigh, North Carolina, ended all that as 
we were on our own without family resources. Without 
family, we learned to rely on friends and neighbors, making 
lifelong friends with the Sawyers and Reichenbachs. 
Invitations to the large beautiful Reichenbach home with a 
swimming pool gave me a glimmer of a future with benefits. 

Ted: My first accommodation in Raleigh was the corner 
room of the YMCA where Barney Fife stayed on his trips 
from Mayberry. My responsibilities at the Cameron Village 
store were Women's Sportswear and Lingerie. It was an 
exciting time to be in the "Triangle" as Penney’s was a go-
to place for women's apparel. In June 1967, I was offered a 
transfer to the new Lumberton, North Carolina, store as the 
assistant manager to Roy Burchfield. 

Small town Lumberton was a good fit for our young family. 
The store was busy with farmers who paid off their Penney 
account with tobacco-sales income in the fall. I became 
involved in many community leadership roles, especially 
after Baker Morrison became the store manager. Mr. 
Morrison commuted from Greensboro to Lumberton, so I 
was the face of JCPenney in the community. 

While in Lumberton, working hours became longer as the 
Penney stores opened on Sunday and Moonlight Madness 
sales became a fixture for late night openings. The 
Company added new lines such as automotive, catalog, 
sporting goods as they expanded from cash only to include 
credit. A highlight of my time in Lumberton was a trip to the 
Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs where we met Mr. 
Penney. 

Beverly: If you were Baptist, played bridge and originated 
from the South, you were accepted in the tightly knit 
community of Lumberton, North Carolina. Located just 100 
miles from the beach, we enjoyed many family vacations 
with friends who became very dear to us. It was a safe, 
god-fearing community where our boys walked to school 
and enjoyed hunting and fishing with Ted and friends. 
I became an expert in juggling finances until we could 
pay bills off when the anticipated comp check arrived in 
February each year. There were a lot of tears when Ted 
was offered the opportunity to report to "The Mall" in 
Louisville, Kentucky, in 1974. Our roots had sunk deep in 
the North Carolina sandy soil. 

Ted: I reported to Louisville in April 1974 two days before 
a tornado swept through the area where we had recently 
purchased our new home. Interest rates were over 16% 
so owning two homes was a scary proposition. For the 

Ted West in his office

Profile
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first time ever, the Company agreed to buy our Lumberton 
home freeing up a lot of sleepless nights. Warren Park 
managed the store while Bill Howard and myself were 
the two assistant managers. Special events were always 
planned around the Kentucky Derby in May. While I was 
in Louisville, the regions shifted and I was no longer in the 
Southeast Region, but part of the Central Region. In 1976, 
when I was offered a store in Chicago, I asked to be sent 
back south. I happily accepted an offer in February 1976 to 
report to Atlanta as district merchandiser working for Ted 
Seaman. 

Beverly: Louisville 
was a tough move 
for me. Busing 
was in full swing, 
so our boys were 
bused to a rough 
area of downtown 
Louisville away 
from their 
neighborhood 
schools. Having 
always lived in 
the south, the 
long cold winters 
were dreaded. 
But I loved our 
larger home and 
neighborhood, 
enjoyed our new 
church friends and 
discovered tennis!! 

Ted: Even though the move to Atlanta involved traveling 
to nine different stores in several states, it was good to 
be back in the Southeast Region. My team included Ted 
Seaman, Bill Neil, and Lynn Hare. After 18 months in 
Atlanta, I was offered the opportunity as store manager in 
Daytona Beach, Florida. 

Beverly: In my memory, Atlanta will always be a golden 
time for us. We bought a new home in a brand new 
development outside Marietta with young couples who 
welcomed you with friendship and activities. Ted would 
return home on Thursday to always find me on the tennis 
court with our new friends. We celebrated the 1976 
bicentennial in "Independence Square" with neighbors and 
parties. I had very mixed emotions when Ted was given his 

first opportunity to manage the Daytona Beach store 
as my roots had quickly sunk in the red clay of Georgia. 

Ted: My Store 620 in Daytona Beach was newly opened 
in the new Volusia Mall when I arrived June 1977. The 
new mall was less than a mile from the Speedway so 
we had many promotions involving the race crowd. In 
addition to my management duties, I became involved 
in the community, serving as President of the Volusia 
Mall Association and Kiwanis Club. Your first store is 
always special, but this was an assignment in a beautiful 

beach town, in a 
spanking new mall 
with JCPenney 
the go-to store for 
many customers. 
In addition to 
the soft lines, 
we had a sports 
equipment, 
jewelry, cosmetics, 
appliances, lawn 
and garden, 
bicycles, a 
restaurant, beauty 
salon, furniture, 
catalog, candy 
and last, but not 
"best", an auto 
center with the 
"lifetime" battery. 
In 1977, JCPenney 
stores numbered 

1,654. In May 1988, Al Daggett called with the opportunity 
to manage the Plantation Store in Broward Mall in south 
Florida, ending eleven years of a wonderful relationship 
between myself and the Daytona Beach store and 
community. 

Beverly: One of the first things unpacked in Ormond 
Beach in Volusia County was my new oversized tennis 
racquet that I introduced to my new tennis friends on the 
clay courts where I spent many happy hours. We bought 
a new home in the Trails, the boys entered new schools, 
and we stored our winter coats away. Those eleven years 
in Daytona flew by as we were busy with friends, church, 
tennis, vacations, high school graduations, sending 
our boys to college. I also fulfilled a wish for a college 
education by entering and graduating from the local 

Penney's in Raleigh

Profile
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community college. It would have been a lot easier leaving 
Ormond Beach if I had known we would return in ten years 
for our retirement years. Moving to south Florida, we left 
our boys behind as our nest was empty except for Doobie, 
Alan’s duck-chasing black dog. 

Ted: Plantation Florida was going from a big fish in a small 
pond to a tiny fish in a very big metropolis. Broward Mall 
competed with many malls including stores such as Lord 
and Taylor, Macy’s and the newly opened Sawgrass Mills 
Outlet Mall. With many Penney stores in the metro area, 
I met in the district office at Ft. Lauderdale with the other 
metropolitan managers to implement new programs and 
sales promotions. Social highlights were a dinner at Lago 
Mar in Palm Beach, the Super Bowl in Miami and a visit 
to the Dolphin Training Camp. Hurricane Andrew made a 
huge impact on the Plantation store when it struck south 
Florida in 1992. When given the opportunity to retire early 
in 1997, I was six months from my 60th birthday, but I and 
nine other metro managers happily accepted the retirement 
package. 

Beverly: We bought a new home in beautiful Coral Springs 
on a canal where Doobie got in trouble by chasing ducks. 
South Florida is a mecca for tennis players, so I easily fit 
in that scene. We were able to fulfill our dreams of travel 
to many destinations in the states and Europe. Working 
part-time for a caterer, I learned the new computer systems 

as home computers were beginning to appear. Those ten 
years flew as retirement loomed with new challenges and 
decisions. Eventually, we returned to Ormond Beach where 
we built our dream house for our retirement years. 

It breaks my heart to read that JCPenney is bankrupt 
with stores closing all over the country. For the Penney 
associates, it was more than a Company. It was homes 
in new neighborhoods, it was lifelong friends in so many 
states, it was mutual respect for employers and employees, 
it was sadness leaving, and it was the excitement of 
arriving in a new community. Penney’s gave us pride in 
a job well done and a secure financial future as we face 
the challenges of aging and retirement. During our time 
with the Company, we always appreciated the fact that the 
"Golden Rule" of respecting our customers and associates 
was the Penney way. 

Beverly West, Don and Verna Seibert and Ted West

Profile
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O n a bright, breezy Saturday afternoon, fourteen 
members of the JCPenney National H.C.S.C. 
Alumni Club and their guests joined the citizens 
of Kemmerer, Wyoming, to dedicate the statue 

of Mr. Penney and celebrate the first JCPenney Golden 
Rule Days. 

We learned some new things while we were in Kemmerer. 
The citizens of Kemmerer do not say Kem-er-er. They 
pronounce it Kemm-er. Back in the early days of the 
Company, JCP stood for Johnson, Callahan and Penney, 
the original partners. We also learned that the people 
of Kemmerer are very proud of their relationship to Mr. 
Penney and the company he founded. There were stories 
about relatives who met Mr. Penney. What a day filled with 
wonderful memories!

Attendees were: Marshall and Gail Beere, Karen and 
Forrest Bell, Pat Carberry, Jerry Castleton and son, Phil 
Esch, Jim and Joanne Feit, Beverly and Claud Fleener, 
W.R. and Judy Howell, Richard Marricle and daughter, 
Woody and Tina McPike, Ted Schmidt and daughter 
Sandefur, Jeannette Siegel and Steve and Marcia Strom.

J. C. Penney Statue Dedication

Kevin Updegrove and Aubrey DeZego from the JCPenney Company 
presented a $20,000 check to the J.C.Penney Homestead and 
Museum.

Phil Esch spoke about the 
meaning of H.C.S.C. and 
thanked H.C.S.C. members for 
their donations.

Feature

W.R. Howell was recognized for 
his generous donation.

Brian Muir, city administrator, and Mayor  
Bill Thek thanked Ted Schmidt for his generous donation. 
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STATUE RELOCATION DONORS

Charles Africa
John Bacskay
Eileen Becker
Denny Beran

Rodney Birkins
Douglas Bloomfield
Ora Mae Botsford

Sandy Carris
Thomas Clarke

Gary Davis
William Doss

Robert Enders
Ron and Diane Fazio

Jim and Joanne Feit
Sandra Gonzales

Tony Haake
Glenn and Sue Harrison

Charles Haygood
John Henderson
Charlene Jensen

James Kelley
Earl Land

Gary Linger
Russ Longyear
Bill McCarthy

Woody and Tina McPike

Carolyn Miller
North Central H.C.S.C.

Richard Powell
Patty Roberts

Ted Schmidt, Jr.
Jerry Scott

Chris and Mary Ann Sears
Marion Shaffer

Suzanne Shankle
Phil Shama
Julie Walker

Donald Waltman
Mike Westerbeck

H.C.S.C. members were incredibly generous in helping the city of Kemmerer, Wyoming, pay for the transfer and installation 
of Mr. Penney’s statue. Kemmerer’s budget was $17,000 and H.C.S.C. members donated $14,149! In addition to the donors 
who were recognized in the summer issue of Partners, the following members made donations.

Luisa and Leigh Guyer, Shelly Guyer, the Penney grandchildren, 
unveiled the statue of their grandfather.

Jim Feit shows Dave Kruger the 1920 Golden 
Rule Store ledger with encrypted sales entries. 
Jim and Joanne donated the ledger to the city.

The statue unveiled and in its new home.Dedication coin
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“I am a retired JCPenney associate and I would like to 
thank you for your willingness to bring the statue of Mr. 
Penney from the former JCPenney Home Office to your 
city, the location of the Mother Store. It was heartbreaking 
to witness the series of events that necessitated this move, 
but truly exciting to learn of the plan to bring “Mr. Penney” 
back to where his journey of building a business founded 
on the principle of the “Golden Rule” began." - Earl Land

“As a retiree, I want to thank the City of Kemmerer for 
providing a home for Mr. Penney’s statue. I spent the last 22 
years of my career working in the Home Office and walking 
by Mr. Penney’s statue nearly every day. His welcoming 
presence in the rotunda by the front doors meant so much 
to me. I am so glad that his statue now has a place in your 
city where he started his great company. I hope to visit the 
statue and your lovely city in the near future.” - Jim Kiser 

“We have had the pleasure of both meeting Mr. Penney 
and visiting Store 1, the Mother Store, the Golden Rule 
store in Kemmerer. We are old enough to remember 
JCPenney stores sending the cash cup on a cable up to 
the office. Thanks to the City of Kemmerer for providing the 
proper home for a statue of Mr. Penney.” 
       - Don and Mary Waltman

“Thank you for finding a place for Mr. Penney’s statue in 
your town..” - Julie Marchant Walker
 
"I worked for JCPenney while a junior in high school 
in 1958, part time through high school and college. As 
a management associate, I relocated eight times to 
Fairbanks, Alaska; Buena Park, California; San Diego, 
California; Phoenix, Arizona; Sacramento, California; 
Juneau, Alaska, and finally Mt. Vernon, Washington, where I 
retired. I have the greatest respect for J.C. Penney, the man 
and the great company he built for us all.” - Phil Shama

"I am a retired store manager and a member of the 
H.C.S.C. Club. Please accept this check in the amount 
of $52.00. Ironically, the day of the dedication ceremony 
of August 28 is the birthday of our son who will be 52 on 
that day. Hence, the amount of $52 for our donation. I have 
visited Kemmerer and am glad this is happening." 
               - Jerry Scott

"I am very happy that the JCPenney statue has made it to 
Kemmerer where Mr. Penney started his great company. 
May God continue to bless you and the people of 
Kemmerer." - Denny Beran

“Thank you and the City of Kemmerer for what you are 
doing to celebrate our founder, J. C. Penney. .” 
       - James B. Kelley

“My husband, Chris Sears, a 37-year executive with 
JCPenney, consulted closely with Greg Wyatt on the 
creation of the statue for the Home Office in Plano, Texas. 
We are both delighted to see Mr. Penney coming “home” to 
Kemmerer.” - Mary Ann Sears

“Thank you for your help in finding Mr. Penney a home.”  
            - Patty Horne Roberts

“Please accept this contribution from my wife, Trudie, and 
me to assist with the move of Mr. J.C. Penney’s statue back 
to Kemmerer…” where it all began! "Thanks to the Mayor 
and City Council for their agreement to welcome  
Mr. Penney home. James Cash Penney: A great American…
who built a Company on the ideal of: Does it square with 
what is right and just?” - Gary and Trudie Davis

“I appreciate all you have done to preserve this statue of 
James Cash Penney. My husband and I met at JCPenney 
50 years ago and we have been married for 47 years. I 
worked for JCPenney for 50 years and am proud to be a 
part of this great company.” - Carolyn Miller

Feature

Excerpts from statue donation notes to Natasia Diers, 
Kemmerer City Treasurer 
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I remember when...
My JCPenney Journey 
 from Beverly Fleener

At a very early age I was aware of who James Cash Penney was, 

as I grew up in Lathrop, Missouri, less than 30 miles from Hamilton. 

I remember shopping for school clothes and Easter outfits at Store 

500 located on Main Street in Hamilton. We were also quite aware that 

Mr. Penney was a native Missourian, along with Harry S. Truman and 

General John J. Pershing.

After my marriage in 1973, I continued to shop at JCPenney while we 

raised our children. My husband, Claud, worked in construction so 

we moved from northern Missouri to Fulton and then to Scottsboro, 

Alabama. In the early ‘80s we moved to the Dallas area and purchased 

a home in Plano, Texas. 

In 1987 I decided to apply for a position with the JCPenney corporate 

headquarters which was moving from the New York location in 

Manhattan to Plano. In late November 1987, I accepted a position as 

Buyer’s Assistant in Subdivision 515 – Men’s Sport Shirts. I reported to 

the New York Office where I would live and train for the next few months 

in preparation for the move to Plano.

Within a few weeks I was asked to change my assignment from Buyer’s Assistant to Wholesale Inventory 

Control Specialist. I had developed a spreadsheet that could be used to track the weekly sell-through for 

merchandise instead of calculating it by hand. In January 1988, I returned to Dallas for more training and 

a few months later I was asked to work with the administrative assistants who would be supporting the 

merchandise divisions.

From 1988 to 1992, we were working out of various locations in the Dallas area during the construction 

of the Home Office in Plano. A statue of James Cash Penney was placed at the Home Office during the 

construction in 1992. After the first occupants moved into the building during 1992, the statue became a 

central meeting place for associates and you would often hear them say “meet you at Mr. Penney”.

During the next 18 years I continued my career in the merchandise areas, working in the Men’s, Children’s, 

Family Footwear and Fine Jewelry departments. When Human Resources centralized operations, I moved 

to that department and continued to support the merchandise areas including Product Development, Design 

and Sourcing (PDDS). While supporting the PDDS area in 2008, I was honored to be recognized as a 

Chairman’s Award recipient for my service to that division.

In 2010, I retired from the Company. However, my journey was not yet complete. I continued to assist my 

JCPenney partners in the Human Resources area for the next nine years as a contractor. 

 
     Continued on the next page... 
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In 2018, the office consolidated space and associates moved 
to the north end of the building. The statue of Mr. Penney was 
moved from the central rotunda and relocated in the north 
rotunda. On March 1, 2019, as associates watched from all three 
levels surrounding the north rotunda, the statute was unveiled to 
celebration music while confetti fell from the top of the rotunda. 
The statue of our Company’s founder was once again in place. 
Associates could once again say “meet you at Mr. Penney”.

In December 2019, contractor jobs were eliminated and I 
was rehired by JCPenney. In March 2020, the majority of the 
associates were furloughed due to COVID and in September, 
when I was 70, my career with JCPenney officially ended when 
my position was eliminated. 

But wait, that was not the end of my JCPenney journey.

In August 2021, H.C.S.C. members were notified that there would be a 
dedication of Mr. Penney’s statue which had been relocated to Wyoming. 
The new location would be on the triangle in Kemmerer. My husband and 
I discussed the event and we decided to attend on the last Saturday in 
August. We headed out on our 2021 Harley Davidson Tri-Glide and traveled 
through Colorado and Utah on our way to Kemmerer. After 1,200 miles and 
traveling through some very beautiful areas, we arrived and attended the 
dedication.

To say it was awesome would be an understatement. As they unveiled the 
statue, I reflected on my journey and knew that it was well worth the trip. 
Not only the motorcycle ride and spending time with my husband, but my 
total JCPenney experience…from shopping the stores at a very early age 
to working in the New York office, from surviving temporary locations in 
Dallas to relocating to the home office in Plano, and from participating in the 
celebration of the placement of the statue in the north rotunda to ultimately 
following the statue to its final location in Kemmerer. Along this journey I 
have met some awesome people, made some lifelong friends, and I have 
many wonderful, unforgettable memories. 

As a member of the H.C.S.C. Alumni Club, I look forward to adding many 
more memories and many more friendships as I continue on my JCPenney 
journey. Who knows, I may “meet you at Mr. Penney” next August in 
Kemmerer!
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Kemmerer's 75th Anniversary 
Celebration 
 from Glenn Harrison

One of the most memorable highlights of my 34-years with JCPenney 
was my promotion to district manager working with 30 stores located in 
Wyoming, Southern Idaho and Eastern Nevada. I was especially proud to 
have Kemmerer in my district and really appreciated how the local citizens 
supported the store and Manager Dave Harvey.

The store’s JCPenney 75th Anniversary promotion was a wonderful 
example. It seemed as if the entire city of Kemmerer attended the ribbon-
cutting ceremony held in front of the store. Even the public schools were 
closed for the day. Mr. Harvey involved the community with a “Bring the 
Oldest Item Contest”. Customers were asked to bring their entry item to the 
store for display, along with a dated sales receipt. If no receipt, customers were asked to provide a purchase 
date based on their memory. He removed all display merchandise from the front entrance windows to 
feature each and every item entered into the contest. Info cards with the customer’s name, purchase date 
and price were displayed with each item. Both display windows were full of items; it was amazing how the 
customers responded. 

Many thanks to Kemmerer and the many loyal customers who have supported the store for so many years.

PHOTO CAPTION: Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Howell, Western Region President; Mr. and Mrs. Walt Neppl, Company 
President; Glenn Harrison, District Manager; Mr. and Mrs. Dave Harvey, Store Manage

Pay Day for J.C. Penney 
 from Ray Hiza

Back in the early ‘20s, Mr. Penney was expanding and opening stores west of 

the Mississippi. At the time J.C. Penney was primarily a private label retailer. 

He knew the importance of house brands as a point of difference from his 

competition, so in 1922 he was granted the trademark “Pay Day” to be placed 

on work wear products … shirts, pants, and jackets. Why Pay Day? I suspect 

that he only accepted cash and he wanted to remind the workers wearing the 

products to shop on pay days at JCPenney.

Where was this jacket found more than 70 years later? The Levi designers 

shopping in London found this jacket in a flea market and brought it back to 

give to Fred Fritschi, our Jean Buyer at the time. Fred retired and before he 

died gave it to me for safe keeping. And that’s my story.
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 The Making of a Golf Classic
 from Tom Jewell 

In April 1977, Lavon and I were invited to participate in the 

Dinah Shore LPGA Pro-Am in Palm Springs, California, at 

beautiful Mission Hills Country Club. One of my partners 

in the Pro-Am was Colonel Henry Blake from the famous 

TV series, "MASH", McLean Stevenson. He had us all 

laughing through the 18 holes and he was a better than 

average golfer. 

At the Pro-Am Awards dinner, we met Ray Volpe, the 

Commissioner of the LPGA golf tour. Ray felt that 

JCPenney should sponsor a future LPGA tournament. 

We agreed, as 80% of Penney customers are women. 

I proposed to our officers that we sponsor a future golf 

event. They were in agreement. 

In December 1977, Pepsi sponsored a mixed team 

event in Largo, Florida. After one year, they dropped the 

tournament. John Nelson, our district manager in Tampa, 

Florida, called our office and the wheels began to turn. With the assistance 

of the St. Petersburg Times, local television and radio stations, and the Buick Division of General Motors, 

the JCPenney Golf Classic became a reality. We hired Bob Gorham, who previously had been the press 

secretary for the PGA Tour, to become our Tournament Director. Eight hundred volunteers were needed for 

the Classic! The volunteers were retirees and homemakers who loved the game of golf. They paid for the 

Classic knit shirt and cap, worked three of the six days of the event, and received a free round of golf after 

the tournament. 

My function from New York was to work with Bob on the pairings for our officers in the Pro-Am, arrange 

practice rounds at Belleair Country Club in Clearwater, Florida, and assist in scheduling evening functions 

for the guests of JCPenney. The Pro-Am Awards Banquet was always the highlight of the week. Glen 

Campbell, Kenny Rogers, the Gatlin Brothers and Jack Jones were some of the musical talents at the 

banquet over the years. Forty-eight teams played in the first Classic. In future years, it was expanded to 

50 teams. We had some very strong teams as winners over the years, including Fred Couples and Jan 

Stephenson, Laura Davies and John Daly, Beth Daniel and Tom Kite and Nancy Lopez and Curtis Strange. 

After the 1987 tournament, Bob asked me to replace him as Tournament Director. I was 57 years old. I was 

not interested in the Company’s move to Dallas. Lavon and I felt that we could head up the tournament 

for six months and stay in our home in Berkeley Heights, New Jersey, the other six months. W.R. Howell 

agreed with my assignment as the Director of the Classic. We retired from JCPenney in June 1988 after 35 

years and began our new role in Clearwater, Florida, on September 1. It became very clear after the 1988  

 
 

I remember when...
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tournament that we had to spend 12 months with the 
Classic. Letters were written to every player, thanking 
them for playing in the Classic and hoping they would 
return, if invited. Diaries were written. Bleachers were 
removed and scoreboards were sent back to the PGA 
Tour in Ponte Vedra, Florida. 
 
In 1990, we moved the Classic from Bardmoor Golf 
and Tennis Club in Largo, Florida, to Innisbrook Resort 
in Palm Harbor with its famous Copperhead course, 
rated in the top 10 courses in Florida. Many of our 
players had played Innisbrook in other events and they 
all loved the golf course. 

Two of our big features were that the 50 teams would 
all play the 72 holes of the tournament and the LPGA 
Tours players would receive the same amount of prize money as the PGA players. One year the PGA would invite 
the LPGA players. The following year the LPGA would invite the PGA players. The tournament would always be 
played in December and always at Innisbrook. We worked very hard on the field of players, sometimes with the 
player's agents, or the players themselves, or with players' club reps if certain teams were playing the same clubs 
or golf balls. The Classic was the ONLY tournament in the world with the MIXED TEAM format. 

We were proud that we raised over 12 million dollars for our Tampa Bay charities over the years. John Nelson, 
Lanny Benson, Frank Ott and Earl Land were the district 
managers in the years of the Classic and they all were great 
partners in promoting the Classic in their stores. We were on 
CBS, later ABC and ESPN for the four days of the tournament. 
After we moved to Innisbrook, Golfweek, in their fine golf 
publication, said "the JCPenney Classic was the finest 
spectator-friendly golf tournament in the world". That made all 
the hard work worthwhile for those involved with the Classic. 

(Note: Tom started with the Company in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, on January 6, 1954, and retired in 1988. During his 
JCPenney career he held positions in stores, district offices 
and in the New York corporate office where he was in charge 
of Visual Merchandising before becoming the tournament 
director. He was the JCPenney Tournament Director from 
1988 to 1994. 

Tom and Lavon were introduced by her sister who worked in 
the JCPenney layaway department in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
He and Lavon have been married for 65 years!)

 

JCPAlumniClub.org / PARTNERS / 19

1991 winners Billy Andrade and Kris Tschetter with 
Joe Chicoskie and Tom Jewell



20 / PARTNERS / Winter 2021

 

 

 True Blue to JCPenney 
 from Doris Salmon

Vyda Bridwell is known for reaching out to members of the Valley of the Sun RMG. Recently, she spoke to 

Doris Salmon who will turn 100 years old on January 17, 2022. Not only is Doris the daughter of a Penney 

man, but she married a Penney man. Her husband was Vernon Salmon, a career Penney manager from 

1953 to 1988. He was also an H.C.S.C. Club member and chaired the National Club. 

Vyda asked Doris about her favorite memories. Without missing a beat Doris told a story about their son 

when he was seven or eight years old. He wanted Levi jeans because that is what his friends wore. Dad 

Vernon promptly answered, “No, you will wear jeans from JCPenney.” The family is and always has been true 

blue to JCPenney!

The '60s 
 from Gordon Sturm

I began my career in 1957 and have some wonderful memories about the 1960s.  I was young and these events made an impression on me.

$2 Billion in ‘64

In 1964 the Company had a big push on sales.  The goal was to reach $2 billion in sales.  Each department had sales goals that added up to the store goal.  The only reward was verbal recognition of the departments that reached or exceeded goals.  In those days, we had considerably more associates in each department.  Verbal praise for loyalty seemed more rewarding than gifts. It was a lot of fun and the great news is that we made that $2 billion goal!

Spirit of ‘66

In 1966 I went to my first company-wide meeting for management associates.  This was held in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  In those days companies hosted “Industrial Musicals”, shows that featured original upbeat songs, dancing, and a storyline.  The show was written and performed by Broadway and Off Broadway performers and writers.  The one I attended was called Spirit of ’66 and even had a song called “He’s a Penney Man”.  Another was called “Opening Day at the Golden Rule”.

At least 1000 of us attended the convention that lasted several days.  Spouses, store managers and assistant managers, corporate managers attended.  As much as we enjoyed the daily musical performances, the highlight was watching Mr. Penney arrive and walk down the aisle to the stage.  It is one of my favorite memories of my career.  

(Note:  Find out more about Spirit of 66 at https://blog.wfmu.org/freeform/2007/01/365_days_31_jc_.html)

I remember when...
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Halston and Mannequins
 from Tom Jewell

My department, Visual Merchandising, spent a lot of time with Halston soon after the merger between JCPenney 

and Halston. Visual Merchandising is defined as "Everything in a Penney store, except the merchandise: the 

fixtures, the packaging and labeling, and store development."

Halston wanted two things from our department: a Halston Shop within the Women’s Department and a mannequin 

like no other. That resulted in the design of a headless mannequin. A meeting with Halston was always 45 minutes 

long. After 45 minutes, you left, even if we had more to cover with him. He was a unique gentleman and one we 

enjoyed working with for many months. 

My Store and the Local Whore House from Stu Dunkel 

I was transferred to Jefferson City, Missouri, Store 693 as store manager in July, 1980. It was a downtown soft line five-million-dollar store. Jeff City is Missouri's State Capital. The area was filled with office buildings full of State workers who shopped during lunch periods. Therefore, I required all non- sell (except the custodian) and management associates to work the area wraps during the busy lunch period. We had the old four drawer NCR registers that did not add up purchases; we added up the sale using a calculator or with a pencil on the paper sack. Drawer A was for cash, drawer B for charge sales. 

One day early on I was sharing cash register duties in the women's area wrap with my Women's Senior Sales Associate of 20-some-odd years, Juanita Leonard. A purchase was paid for with a larger bill and, as the cash drawer opened, I slid the big bill under the cash tray. There in amongst the bigger bills was a small sack with a receipt stapled shut. 
After the noon rush, I asked Juanita “what's the deal with the sack and receipt”, reminding her that it was totally against Company policy to have any money in a register other than Mr. Penney's. She proceeded to tell me that for years a local brothel madam---when she hired a new girl who did not have the correct attire nor the funds for an intimate apparel wardrobe---would come up to the store, meet only with Juanita, schedule a time for the new girl to come to our store for the needed little things and then would leave $100 with Juanita for the purchase. The girl would show up, fill her apparel list. Juanita added up the sale, rang up the sale, made change from the $100, put the change in a small sack in the till with the receipt. The girl left with her purchase; the change remained in the cash register until the madam came for it. Apparently, the new hired girl was never to be trusted with the cash, coming or going.

I could barely believe the story, outfitting prostitutes? It had to be the truth. I asked how long has this been going on. Juanita had been with JCPenney for over 20 years and said it was a procedure that was in place before she started, so she guessed probably since WWII. I asked how did other store managers handle this. She said no other manager had ever known about it. I just let it ride, we were the official providers of little sexy things for Madam Eva Wright’s girls.
Weeks thereafter, Juanita called me to come meet Eva as she was in to leave us with another $100. So, I took the opportunity to suggest our January/July White Sales for her bedding and towel needs, that we would love to have her business. I never heard back. 

Not long after that, the authorities shut down her business. Our store had a good run for probably over 40 years. We were there with our little Adonna things way before Victoria's Secret was ever thought of.
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 The Deep South “BREAK OUT”
By Josh Norcross

Regional Meeting Group

As all of us have been affected in some way 
by the COVID-19 virus, our Club did not want 
it to keep us from being together any longer. 
We just had to go ahead and “Break Out” with 

our plans to meet on October 17-21, 2021, at the beautiful 
Crown Plaza Oceanfront Hotel in Melbourne, Florida.

The event started with our registration in the hotel lobby 
followed by a meet-and- greet reception under the ocean 
front pavilion featuring hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar. 
The ocean breeze, the 1960s music, and the moon 
shining on the waves as they were breaking on the sandy 
beach created an atmosphere for a fun evening. After the 
reception Karen and Ray Ward hosted the hospitality room 
from 8 to 10 p.m., where we all enjoyed refreshments, 
cookies baked by Patti Coggins and snacks by Linda 
Norcross. In the hospitality room you could hear stories 
being told by all and see new friendships being made and 
old friendship bonds growing stronger.

Monday, October 18, started with a beautiful sunrise 
over the Atlantic Ocean and breakfast on your own. Club 
members going to The Kennedy Space Center tour and the 
Camp Holly Air Boat rides met in the hotel lobby at 8 a.m.

Kennedy Space Center

We started the Kennedy Space Center tour at the Heroes 
and Legends Exhibit, featuring the U.S. Astronaut Hall of 
Fame and celebrating the pioneers of NASA’s early space 
programs. Our next stop was the Rocket Garden tour, 
where we learned that the NASA’s early space program 
used many rockets that had already been developed by 
the U.S. Army. At 11 a.m., we boarded the bus for a two-
hour tour of the Space Shuttle Atlantis and Apollo/Saturn V 
Center. After lunch our bus returned us to the Visitor Center 
where we toured the Shuttle Launch Experience. We left 
the Kennedy Space Center with much more to see, yet still 

full of excitement, pride and gratitude for all that had been 
accomplished through our space programs. 

Camp Holly Airboat Ride

The Camp Holly Airboat ride was a blast! We enjoyed the 
fun of riding on the air boat and seeing wildlife, especially 
birds, in their natural native habitat. We were privileged to 
see baby alligators swimming next to the air boat at one of 
tour stops. We were blessed with a beautiful, cloudless day 
and the natural native landscape of the St. Johns River. 
When the air boat stopped, the quiet and peacefulness 
experienced on the water was rejuvenating. Captain Earl 
shared with us many interesting facts about the St. Johns 
River and gave us an unforgettable tour through the 
wetlands.

Club Business

After a full day of exploring Melbourne and the surrounding 
area, the Deep South H.C.S.C. Club Board of Directors 
and Annual Club meetings were held. Much business was 
discussed and resolved. New officers of the club were 
elected. Manny Fernandez was elected Vice-president, 
Ken Sparks was elected Treasurer and Don White was 
elected a member of the Board of Directors.

Banquet

Monday evening started with cocktails and refreshments 
in the St. Lucia room where our banquet was also held. 
During our banquet President Karen Witt Ward spoke 
of the founding and 90th anniversary of the JCPenney 
National H.C.S.C. Alumni Club. She also presented Jack 
and Barbara Sundholm with Jack’s 50-Year Service Pin. 
The hospitality room, hosted by Patti Coggins and Linda 
Norcross, was again opened from 8 to 10 p.m. Much 
laughter and story telling was enjoyed by all.
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Golf

Tuesday morning started early for the golfers. It was a 
perfect day with a blue sky and a slight breeze. Patti and 
Robert Coggins planned and organized a wonderful day 
of golf at the Baytree National Golf Club. There were two 
teams. Patti Coggins, Bill Alcorn and Patti Alcorn were the 
first to tee off. Second to tee off were Robert Coggins, Paul 
Nelson and Josh Norcross. At the end of the game the 
two teams had a tie score. The tie was broken and Patti 
Coggins, Bill and Patti Alcorn won and were awarded gifts. 
Bill Alcorn was recognized for the longest drive and Patti 
Alcorn was recognized for the closest to the pin. After golf 
we enjoyed a relaxing lunch and our favorite beverage.

Bowling

Bowling was organized by Karen Witt Ward. It was great 
fun with Earl and Peggy Land, Wynn and Brenda Watkins, 
Ray and Karen Ward and Linda Norcross. We had two 
teams, the girls against the guys. We bowled three games 
and the girls won by knocking down the most pins. Earl 
had the best game of 220. It was a wonderful time with 
friends.

Closing

Tuesday evening, we all met as a group at the popular 
Sr. Loco’s Mexican restaurant for dinner. After dinner 
we enjoyed the hospitality room hosted by Karen and 
Ray Ward. This ended our event with laughter and great 
fellowship.

We would like to thank this year’s planning team: Karen 
and Ray Ward, Paul and Leigh Nelson, Wynn and Brenda 
Watkins, Patti and Robert Coggins and Linda and Josh 
Norcross.

Attendees: Bill and Patti Alcorn, Ron and Carolina Clair, 
Robert and Patti Coggins, Earl and Peggy Land, Paul and 
Leigh Nelson, Josh and Linda Norcross, Ed and Eileen 
Savold, Jack and Barbara Sundholm, Wynn and Brenda 
Watkins, Don and Diane White, Ray and Karen Ward.

Jack and Barbara Sundholm

Barbara and Jack Sundholm, Ed and Eileen Savold,  
Linda and Josh Norcross

Captain Earl; (front) Ray Ward, Patti and Bill Alcorn, (2nd row) 
Karen Ward, Peggy and Earl (co-pilot) Land

Bill and Patti Alcorn and Patti Coggins
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Deep South

Barbara and Jack Sundholm in front of the Atlantis 
cargo bay

Robert and Patti Coggins, Bill and Patti Alcorn, Josh 
Norcross and Paul Nelson

Eileen Savold in the command module explaining 
Houston, we have a problem

Don and Diane White

Jack and Barbara Sundholm, Ron and Carolina Clair, 
Eileen and Ed Savold
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Our H.C.S.C. Heart of America group gathered 
in Kansas City on July 27 and 28, 2021. It was 
certainly good to get together as our planned 
event for 2020 was necessarily cancelled due 

to COVID.

There were 24 that were able to attend the event. The 
afternoon was filled with individual updates and much 
reminiscing about past Penney experiences. We did gain 
two new members during this meeting. 

Secretary Harry Rediger gave several updates about 
members who were unable to attend. He also provided an 
update from National H.C.S.C. 

The group enjoyed dinner following the afternoon social. 
The meeting closed with breakfast the next morning at the 
Drury Suites in Kansas City.

Our next annual event will be planned and held during the 
spring or summer in 2022.

Attendees: Renee Borum Clippard, Debbie Coalter, 
Tom Croy, Denny Deines, Stu Dunkel, Don and Carol 
McCormick, Gary and Donna McDowel, Larry and Martha 
Orth, Ras and Carolyn Rasmussen, Harry Rediger, Cheryl 
Schweitzer, Don and Kay Smykowski, Joy Wilson.

Heart of America
By Harry Rediger

Regional Meeting Group

Don and Kay Smykowski, Don and Carol McCormick

Gary and Donna McDowel

Renee Borum Clippard, Harry Rediger and Debbie Coalter
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Heart of America

Ras and Carolyn Rasmussen Don and Kay Smykowski

Joy Wilson Cheryl Schweitzer

Debbie Coalter Larry and Martha Orth
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On Thursday, October 28, 2021, the H.C.S.C. 
Indiana Regional Meeting Group had its 
Fall Gathering at the Le Peep restaurant in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Members attending were from across the state as well as 
the local area. We thank those members taking the time 
to enjoy visiting and catching up on the latest news about 
family and friends. Individual stories were shared by some 
and laughs were had by all. Special “Halloween bags” of 
goodies were passed out to all.

The H.C.S.C. Foundation results were covered as well as 
the number of recipients receiving assistance who have 
fallen on hard times. We thank all the retirees who have 
supported the Foundation and hope they continue their 
support each year.
 

Gabby Tamler, Treasurer, gave us the current balance 
of our funds including checks written to support the 
Foundation and receipts from membership. A BIG thanks to 
Bill Wright for his continued effort of communication for our 
group.

The H.C.S.C. Indiana Regional Meeting Group’s Spring 
Meeting will be on April 28, 2022. Please mark your 
calendars today!

Attendees included: Lyle and Lois Backes, Jerry Barth, 
Deryl and Chris Benz, Pat and L’Oree Conley, Linda 
Hackes, Bob Milleville, Alan and J’Ette Siebold, Gabby 
Tamler and Bill Wright.

Indiana
By Deryl Benz

Regional Meeting Group

Jerry Barth, Bill Wright, Pat Conley, L’Oree Conley, Deryl Benz, Chris Benz, Gabby Tamler, Alan Siebold, 
J’Ette Siebold, Lois Backes, Lyle Backes and Bob Milleville
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The Mile High Denver/Rocky Mountain 
RMG members enjoyed two events recently. 
The events gave members a chance to 
reconnect after a long absence due to COVID 

and to honor a member and give back to the community.

Picnic and Fellowship by Royce Bervig

We had an excellent turnout on August 19 for our picnic at 
Mount Falcon Trailhead at Indian Hills, Colorado, with Doris 
Anderson, Shawn and Royce Bervig, Mary Brown, Bob 
Enders, Barbara and Bruce Hyink, Jim Malone, Lou and 
Bonnie Marsilio, Andy Martinez, Norm and Sharon Prince, 
Steve and Marcia Strom, Mary Beth and Ed Trujillo.

All shared that they enjoyed the BBQ brisket and pulled 
pork from Broken Bones BBQ in Colorado Springs. 
Everyone supported the main dish as usual with some 
amazing side dishes and desserts. After a great meal and 
fellowship, we had an opportunity to gather in a circle 
and hear from everyone attending what has been going 
on in their lives. Some very special bonus fellowship time 
indeed! Typical of Colorado weather this time of year, we 
had a thunderstorm and rain threat, however no impact for 
our gathering. 

Parker, Colorado, Food Bank Volunteer  
Event by Steve Strom

Seven members from the Mile High Denver/Rocky 
Mountain RMG volunteered for the Parker Food Bank of 
Parker, Colorado, at the King Soopers store on Saturday, 
October 16. Andy Martinez, Norm and Sharon Prince, 
Deanne Schwindt, RMG Vice President Don Sheely, Steve 
Strom, and Teri Vogel passed out food bank needs lists to 
customers coming in and encouraged them to purchase 
those needs for the food bank. The generous customers 

of Parker, Colorado, responded with numerous food 
donations filling many boxes for the food bank at two entry 
doors. Others donated cash or gift cards in support of the 
food bank. Eighty percent of the food bank’s donations 
come from these volunteer efforts at local grocery stores.

This is the second annual RMG volunteer effort in memory 
of Teri’s husband, Chuck, a long-time Mile High Denver 
member and Parker Food Bank Board member. Chuck was 
tragically killed in 2019 by a hit-and-run driver while riding 
his road bike in Parker. Teri’s daughter-in-law, Lisa, and 
granddaughter, Charlie, also helped at the event held in 
memory of Chuck.

The volunteers met for lunch in Parker after their shift was 
over and caught up with each other after a long absence 
due to COVID-19. 

The RMG is looking forward to 2022’s event on October 15 
to again remember their fallen Partner, Chuck Vogel, and to 
support the Parker Food Bank.

Mile High 
Denver/Rocky 
Mountain

Regional Meeting Group

Charlie Vogel, Lisa, Vogel, and Teri Vogel
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It was a perfect fall day when 24 members of 
the North Central RMG gathered in Red Wing, 
Minnesota. The event was held at the St. 
James Hotel which was built in 1875. Sunday 

evening began with a happy hour in the original hotel lobby. 
It is preserved today much as it was in 1902.

Other attendees had a more leisurely start with a mid-
morning docent tour of the Pottery Museum of Red Wing 
where they viewed over 6,000 pieces of artisan made 
pottery, folk art, and stoneware. After lunch at the regionally 
known Stockholm Pie Plate Café, the group had a chance 
to explore Pottery Place which houses an antique mall and 
gift shops.

On Monday afternoon, several visited the Sheldon Theater 
which originally opened in 1904. While there were no live 
performances scheduled during our gathering, we were 
able to arrange a guided tour of the recently renovated 
theater. Historical photos had JoAnn Stewart reminiscing 
about her childhood remembrances of the theater. 

Following the Monday dinner, 50-year Pin recipients 
Richard Bogdala, Lynn Henrich, John Lobeck, Tim 
Woodbury, and Judy Zietlow were recognized. Then 
each table participated as a group in a trivia contest with 
categories such as James Cash Penney quotes, my retail 
mistakes, 1902 trivia, etc. There were great collaborative 
efforts, a few correct answers, many guesses, and several 
very creative answers like this James Cash Penney quote 
“I believe in (married) men, not only once but twice – in 
giving a (marriage) another chance”. 

At the end of the evening we crowned our 2021 trivia 
champions: Don and Linda Grunewald, Don and Shirley 

North Central
 
 
By Glen Thompson

Regional Meeting Group

Glen Thompson, Martha and Larry Orth, David and Paula 
Lawson, Linda Wiesjhan, Glenn Wiesjhan

REAR: Glenn Wiesjhan, Larry Orth, Glen Thompson, Don Grunewald, Bruce Motsinger, John Brennan, Judy Motsinger, Dave 
Scoates, David Lawson, Ed Ullrich  MIDDLE:  Bruce Hill, Ted Stewart, Linda Wiesjhan, Linda Grunewald, Don Jordan, Shirley 
Jordan, Carol Brennan, Gail Scoates, Paula Lawson FRONT:  Martha Orth, Kathy Thompson, Linda Hill, JoAnn Stewart, Carol Ullrich
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Don Grunewald, Dave Scoates, Larry Orth,  
John Brennan, Glenn Wiesjhan, Bruce Motsinger,  
Ed Ullrich, Glen Thompson

North Central

Jordan, and John and Carol Brennan who got first choice 
of Red Wing pottery prizes.

The gathering concluded on Tuesday with the annual 
business meeting where motions were approved to make 
contributions to the National H.C.S.C. Foundation and the 
James Cash Penney statue relocation fund. Our current 
officers President Glen Thompson, Secretary Jean Lewis, 
and Treasurer Larry Orth have each agreed to serve an 
additional term.

The plans for our 2022 Gathering were presented and 
enthusiastically received. Our next gathering will be a mid-
week event next June 7–9, taking place in either LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin, or Dubuque, Iowa. Watch for event details in 
the next issue of Partners.

We hope you can join us!

Linda Grunewald, Don Grunewald, Shirley Jordan, Don Jordan, Gail Scoates, Dave Scoates
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Regional Meeting Group

John Brennan, Dave Scoates, Glen Thompson, Bruce Motsinger, Bruce Hill 

Bruce Hill, Linda Hill, Ted Stewart, JoAnn Stewart, Carol Ullrich, Ed Ullrich, Judy Motsinger, Bruce Motsinger, 
Susanne Rotsch, Jim Rotsch
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The Southern California RMG has been 
conducting this tournament under various 
names for over 20 years. We missed 2020 due 
to COVID, but came back strong in 2021. We 

had one of our largest turnouts with over 25 retirees from 
across the country. 

Our outing was held at the Suncoast Hotel and Casino in 
Las Vegas. We started the week with our World Famous  
Happy Hour, on Monday afternoon. We then finished 
the evening with a catered dinner in the hotel. Tuesday 
morning we played Angel Park and managed to get back 
in time for another happy hour. Wednesday was Bear’s 
Best and Thursday was Siena. We finished the week with 
another dinner in the hotel. 

We gave out prizes to the winning foursomes every 
afternoon and I honestly don’t remember who won. The 
reason I don’t remember (maybe happy hour??) is that 
no one cared who won or lost! It was about telling old war 
stories---most of which were also told the year before and 
will be told again. It’s also about seeing old friends and 
having a great time. 

Looking forward to 2022 and doing it again!

Note: Save-the-date information can be found on the 
back cover of this magazine.

Attendees: Jeff Paige, Ross Willour, Jeff Gilbert, Ken Dall
Gary Hodgkins, Price Parker, Floyd Blaney, Ed Trujillo, Keith 
Armbruster, Bob Beard, Mike Ray, Rudy Melendez, Barry 
Gehring, Bill Mcgrath, Bruce Painter, Paul Kuzdas, Gerry 
Lang, Ron Salzetti, Wayne Harmon, Dave Small, George 
Stuart, Steve Phillips, Robert Romero, Jim Crain
Jeff Minucci and David Ryzman.

JCP Golf Las Vegas-style 

By Jeff Paige

Regional Meeting Group

Jeff Gilber, Jeff Paige, Ken Dall

The 2021 Tournament Players
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 Southeastern
By David and Tina Farmer

Regional Meeting Group

W hat we experienced on our Greenville, South 
Carolina, outing... we enjoyed great fellowship, 
renewed old friendships, acquired new 
relationships, had lots of fun and delicious 

food. You could say we had the ingredients that make up a 
great reunion. According to Visit Greenville, SC, it is a place 
“where there is always something fun going on” and we 
found that to be true.

On Sunday night President David Farmer and his wife 
Tina welcomed everyone with a meet and greet. Then, 
we enjoyed the Hilton’s fine culinary skills with a served 
dinner. This was followed by a get-together on the ninth-
floor hospitality suite overlooking Greenville. The hospitality 
suite was hosted by Jane Brown and Lynne Smith. All 
during the event they did a splendid job and provided us 
great refreshments in a safe environment with available 
masks and constant cleaning and disinfecting. 

This year's event came with additional opportunities 
to overcome. We had to be vigilant with the new Delta 
variant COVID concerns; stormy weather that caused our 
golf outing to be rained out; an uninvited guest named 
Hurricane Fred (at least the fringe of the tropical storm); 
a too close for comfort tornado warning that had our 
members chased into a ballroom at the Hilton. These 
events only brought our Penney family closer and gave us 
memories to share in the future.

The Southeastern H.C.S.C. Club was treated to Southern 
cuisine with excellent service and a wide variety of 
restaurants to enjoy. As is always the case for 'family' 
reunions, it is the time for reminiscing about shared 
experiences and stories...and some were sure to have 
been embellished. There were shared photos of children, 
grandchildren and often a cat or dog.

On Monday almost all of our members took the Greenville 
'City Tour' and were impressed with the rich heritage, 

Bob Cote presenting 50-Year Pins via Zoom

Ice cream stop at Kilwins on the city tour

Greenville bus tour. LEFT TO BACK AND BACK TO RIGHT: Jack 
and Kim Johndrow, Jack and Lorraine Clancy, David and Sue 
English, Bill and Sandy Watson, David and Amy Lachman, 
Bill and Linda Strand, Bob and Teresa Cote, Will and Rose 
Arant, Bill and Jane Littlejohn, Bruce and Susan Burns, Bob 
and Connie Arn, Steve and Tona Jebbia and Cecil Naftel.
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beauty and visitor friendliness of the downtown area. The 
downtown has been revitalized with a beautiful waterfall 
that had been used by its many fabric and yarn mills in 
years past. It is surrounded by beautiful flowers, trees 
lining the streets, with several unique retail stores, eating 
and craft bars that offer a wide range of entertaining 
options. 

Our planned activities for Tuesday were pretty much 
thrown out the window as our planned BMW Tour was 
cancelled the Saturday before we arrived due to the 
uptick in COVID. Additionally, our golf outing had to be 
cancelled due to remnants of Hurricane Fred producing 
storms in our area. As is the case with good leaders, 
our officers developed an alternative plan that perhaps 
worked out even better from a socialization standpoint. 
All the golfers and many of the nongolfers went to Top 
Golf. President-elect Bill Alcorn and his wife Patti turned 
a cancelled golf tournament into a great outing that was 
enjoyed by all that participated. Others had fun enjoying 
visiting some of the sites they had seen the day before 
on our City Tour.

The business meeting was held Tuesday afternoon 
and new officers were elected as follows: President–Bill 
Alcorn, 1st VP– Jane Brown, 2nd VP–John Chapman, 
Secretary/Treasurer – Jim Strand, Foundation Rep–Ed 
Savold, National Rep–John Gresham.

On Tuesday night we had a wonderful served meal 
followed by our 50-Year Pin presentations. This year's 
presentations were a little different than our past ones. 

•  A bound booklet was produced by Bill Watson for 
the 50-Year Pin recipients. They were asked to 

Southeastern

Ed Asbridge at Top Golf

Gourmet lunch at Soby's
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participate by sending a current picture of themselves 
with an earlier picture of themselves along with a 
write-up about themselves. The booklet had those 
two pictures with the write-up. For the write-up they 
were asked to tell us whatever they would like for us 
to know about them, which made them quite varied.  

• Bill also tested having a few 50-Year Pin participants 
and others that could not make the meeting due to 
health issues to join us via Zoom. A few of our Zoom-
connected members shared memories about working 
with our attendees. This added to our meeting 
bringing happiness and laughter to both sides of the 
screen. Everyone agreed that Zoom worked well and 
should be expanded in the future. 

• The presenter of the 50-Year Pins was done by Bob 
Cote. Bob did an outstanding job of personalizing 
each presentation so that it was memorable and 
meaningful to each participant. 

• After each 50-Year Pin recipient was presented by 
Bob, their spouse came forward and was given a 
long stem rose. The recipient then told us about 
their spouse's contribution to their success. A major 
theme that many of our members mentioned was 
the many sacrifices that our spouses had made and 
job opportunities our spouses gave up on our many 
relocations...and the long hours we worked. This was 
usually followed by a very warm moment and moving 
testimony from their spouse on how much they mean 
to us.

This was the second time we held our meeting in 
Greenville. The first time was on November 8, 1967, 
when Frank Needham along with Ted Lyons, Buck 
Buckanan, Wm. Jones Ellison, Hough Bowden and 
Elmer Scott met in Greenville to charter our club which 
at the time was called the Dixie Group.

A special thanks to my wife Tina for her help in last 
year's COVID cancelled Williamsburg event and then as we planned the Greenville trip. She is so supportive, 
keeps me focused and happy. During our meeting, Tina and Susan Burns went out in a tornado warning to get 
construction paper for our banquet markers. Probably will never forget when they told me they were not allowed 
to leave the store due to the tornado being very close to our location.

Thanks for all our friends who made our time in Greenville, South Carolina, sweet memory. Can't wait to see 
you in Huntsville, Alabama, next year on April 24-27, 2022. 

We had a memorable and fun event. Bless you and as some of you know my saying...we are still feeling ‘just 
peachy!’

Jack Clancy, Bill Littlejohn and Jack Johndrow

Bob and Connie Arn

Will and Rose Arant

Sue and David English
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Southeastern

Carol and Jerry Green Pam and Marty Smith Jim and Linda Strand

John and Linda Gresham Tina and David Farmer Rick and Becky Luck

Ed and Eileen Savold Ellen and Dennis White Jeanne and George Houston
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 Southwest
 By Jan Hodges

Regional Meeting Group

T he Southwest RMG continues to hold 
breakfasts, monthly luncheons and featured 
outings. Here are a couple of highlights. 

Day at the Arboretum

Despite the prediction of rain, the sun came out and 
blue skies prevailed for a gorgeous and fun day at the 
Dallas Arboretum. The Pumpkin Village was filled with 
an estimated 90,000 pumpkins of all colors, shapes, and 
sizes. 

This year’s theme was Bugtopia and gigantic bugs were 
featured amongst the different pumpkin patches. 

Our small group (Jan Hodges, Peggy Creel, Connie 
Delgado, Rod Franz) enjoyed walking the beautiful 
grounds. Rod is a volunteer at the Arboretum and gave us 
a behind-the-scenes sneak preview of the upcoming 12 
Days of Christmas featuring carousels for each of the 12 
days. 

Choctaw Casino

A fun day at Choctaw Casino in Durant, Oklahoma. There 
were winning smiles…but no big wins at the machines. 
Still, it was a fun time!! 

Jan Hodges, Peggy Creel, Connie Delgado, 
Rod Franz

Marianne Gonzales and Jan Hodges
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Southwest Holiday

Regional Meeting Group

J ust in time for the holidays.

On December 1st, Ida Andolina Gephart and Jan 
Hodges hosted a Zoom session showcasing how 

to make a beautiful holiday floral centerpiece as well as how 
to make delicious toffee. The list of the materials and the 
ingredients was provided in advance. Then, Ida demonstrated 
how to make the toffee (one of her favorite holiday treats) 
and Ida's friend, Tina Maher, demonstrated how to create the 
centerpiece. 

ONLINE: www.jcpalumniclub.org

FACEBOOK: Search for JCPenney National H.C.S.C. Alumni Club

Connect with the H.C.S.C. Club
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 HONOR, CONFIDENCE, SERVICE, COOPERATION
A Nonprofit Foundation Dedicated to Assist Retired Associates and/or Spouses in Need of Financial Assistance

Dear H.C.S.C. Partners,

As you know, this page of the Partners magazine is devoted to the H.C.S.C. Foundation. Its purpose is threefold. 

• Communicate the current status of the Foundation 
• Emphasize our efforts to find new recipients that may need assistance
• Fundraising to keep the Foundation healthy   

After 61 years since inception, the Foundation is stronger than ever and serving over 80 recipients. Last year we 
distributed over $520,000 to help support our Partners that were in financial need. Since inception, we have given over 
$7.2 million in assistance to needy associates. 

Your H.C.S.C. Foundation Board members volunteer their time to make sure we continue to help as many Partners as 
possible. We are always on the lookout for new recipients. The board meets four times a year to review current recipients’ 
situations and go over any new applications. In addition to the quarterly meetings, each board member has a list of 
recipients that they call at least four or five times a year to make sure that they are doing ok and if they need additional 
assistance. We also try to call each recipient on their birthday. 

Last year we received over $100,000 in donations. We are very grateful to all those who contributed. Our goal this year is 
$150,000. If everyone could donate $150.00, we would more than meet our goal. Of course, we would accept any amount 
that you would be comfortable in giving. If you wish, you can make the donation in memory of one of our fallen partners. 

We have provided, in this issue of the Partners magazine, several recipients letters of appreciation and how the 
Foundation has changed their lives. I encourage everyone to take the time to read each letter. I know if you read these 
letters, you will understand the need to support the Foundation. 

To make it easy for everyone to donate, we have set up a Foundation website and GoFundMe page.  
Go to www.HCSCfoundation.com. This will take you to the GoFundMe page where you can donate. Of course, we still 
accept checks. Make your check out to H.C.S.C. Foundation and mail it to:

H.C.S.C. Foundation, Larry Noble, 15220 Green Valley Drive Chino Hills, California 91709

I want to thank you in advance for your generosity that will insure we achieve our goal.

Ron Salzetti
Chairman, H.C.S.C. Foundation

Try our new
Foundation QR Code!
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H.C.S.C. 
FOUNDATION

Deep South/Florida
Karen Witt
(904) 571-6557
klwitt100@msn.com
 

Mason-Dixon
Harry Smart
(540) 786-6170 
hbs31@comcast.net 
 

North Central
Tom Clarke
(469) 353-8633
tjclarke1@aol.com 
 

SoCal / Foundation 
Ron Salzetti
(760) 431-5371
rsalzetti@gmail.com 

Southeastern
Ed Savold
(479) 434-5723
kingofstkball@aol.com
 

Ohio
Ben Preston
(614) 939-1957
bfprest@aol.com

NoCal/Nevada
Hal Monroe
(209) 952-2104
hmonroe@sonic.net

H.C.S.C. Foundation
Larry Noble
(909) 597-4678
hcscfoundation@gmail.com

Heart of America
Harry Rediger 
(573) 334-0200
harryrediger0@gmail.com 
 

Mile High Denver/
Rocky Mountain
Ed Trujillo
(303) 805-0396
edkeystone@hotmail.com

Southwest
Al Bell
(972) 347-2354
al.bell@sbcglobal.net 

 

Indiana
William Wright Jr.
(317) 891-6449 
annbillright@gmail.com

Northwest
Phil Shama
(360) 424-9581
pshama3355@aol.com

Valley of the Sun
John Henderson
(480) 595-9616
jghskibum@aol.com 

Below is a list of the Foundation representatives assigned to each Regional Meeting Group. If you believe someone you 
know may need assistance, please contact Larry Noble or the Foundation Representative in your local area so we can 
determine what the Foundation can do to help. All referrals will be held in the strictest confidence and will not be discussed 
with anyone outside of the board. All applications require disclosure of financial information to determine eligibility. 

H.C.S.C. Foundation Representatives

The Board of Directors of the H.C.S.C. Foundation Inc.

HONOR, CONFIDENCE, SERVICE, COOPERATION
A Nonprofit Foundation Dedicated to Assist Retired JCPenney Associates 

and/or Spouses in Need of Financial Assistance

Thank you for taking the time to consider how you can help, either by referring someone who needs financial assistance 
or by making a donation to help us continue to help those in need. You can donate at our website, www.hcscfoundation.
com by clicking on the Donate button. 

The H.C.S.C. Foundation Needs Your Help!

Chairman — Ron Salzetti        Vice Chairman — Jeff Paige        Secretary/Treasurer — Larry Noble
Emeritus Director — Stan Newton

Roger Hanson
Alan Rogers

Wayne Harmon
Mark Schultz

Jim McKeown
Ross Willour

Ron Rhoads
Steve Workman

Lucy Rau
Tony Zarifis
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 LETTERS of 
GRATITUDE

“I know my dad greatly appreciated the assistance received from the H.C.S.C. Foundation since 2017, especially when 
my mom needed special care that was quite expensive and he needed a hip replacement. It was wonderful for me to 
learn how the Foundation was started, its purpose and how many retirees it continues to help. A worthy cause to assist 
struggling retired managers who gave many years to the success of the Company, in my dad's case 39!! I can personally 
attest to him working late evenings and weekends growing up with my other 8 siblings without taking vacations. He was 
very dedicated to the Company and was certainly deserving of the financial assistance since his pension was quite small. 
I will end this note with humble and sincere thank-you to all the members/volunteers of the H.C.S.C. Foundation. ”

“I worked for the JCPenney for 35 years. Working in the styling salon brought me such joy making new friends and 
developing a faithful clientele. Upon my retirement of those 35 years, I found beyond my control a downward fall in my 
finances. I didn’t know who or where to seek help or if that was even an option until I received a phone call from H.C.S.C. 
Foundation offering support. I even asked myself are these people for real? This Foundation stands by what they are 
known to be: H-honor C-confidence S-service C-cooperation. I am so thankful for the help and concern they have given 
me and to those in need. I thank my lucky pennies that I am one of them. The Foundation has given me a new structure of 
my life, being a happier person and most of all I wear my wings every day that the Foundation has formed in my life. One 
more thing to acknowledge. Without this Foundation there is no survival. They are the salt of the earth! AMEN.”

“The H.C.S.C. is a great organization. Very caring about its ability to be able to help those who need the extra dollars to 
stay solvent. It’s a blessing to have their anchor. I don’t know what I would have done without their assistance..”

"I was fortunate to be raised in a Penney household. I was involved in my father’s store from an early age hanging 
hangers in the stockroom, later working in the children’s department as a teenager on Saturdays. I saw first-hand the 
Penney culture, the special relationships between associates, their families, the pot luck dinners, decorating the store 
for Christmas after a big Thanksgiving dinner, etc. We knew and grew up with their kids and socialized together. It was 
easy for me to make my career decision. After 36 years with the Company, my wife and I have enjoyed retirement for over 
20 years. Several years ago, we experienced a big “financial bump” in our lives that required help. We contacted the 
Foundation and were offered that assistance in a compassionate, professional way. We are back on track and hopefully 
won’t need their help again, but it’s comforting to know that they will always have our backs. What a special Company!"

“We would love to thank the H.C.S.C. Foundation for the assistance of help funding our problems to return to our status 
of living. We have had many medical bills for our family due to cancer. We would have had to change our location, and 
probably go bankrupt due to the tragedy of problems that occur with health problems. Thank you once again for the 
assistance that you have given us.”

Foundation

Receiving thank you notes from the people we help is one of the most gratifying 
aspects of serving on the H.C.S.C. Foundation board. While respecting the 
privacy of the recipients, we thought that you would appreciate learning how their 
contributions have helped. – Ron Salzetti, Chairman
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Thank you for remembering these partners and for your support of those in need!

HONOREE   DONOR  

Jack Bryne
Larry Griffith
Larry Griffith
Tom Hutchens
Tom Hutchens
Edna McKeown
James Miles
Ray Nicolski

HONOREE   DONOR  

Charles Africa
Douglas Bloomfield

Vyda Bridwell
Bobby Cartwright

Stephen Daughton
Marilyn Deford
Carol Dykes
Rod Franz

Barbara Gable
Mary Gray

John Henderson
Madelon Issaeff

Robert Lantx
Jim Oesterreicher
Benjamin Preston

North Central RMG 

William Rot
Ken Russo
Ron Salzetti

Frank Saxon Estate
Charles Scott
Bernard Scott
Marion Shaffer
Gene Siefken

Laird Spaulding
Steve Strom

Barbara Wandschneider
Norman Wells
Jerry Wilhelm

James Wrightson

Bruce Hill
Larry Noble
David Small
WR Howell
William McCarthy
Nor-Cal/Nev RMG
Vyda Bridwell
Thomas Clarke

Lois Powell
Joseph Shelton
Brenda Shipley
Joan Ures
Joan Ures
Verdon Walker
Wayne Weber
Gus Williams

Nor-Cal/Nev RMG
Vyda Bridwell
Thomas Clarke
Hal Monroe
No-Cal/Nev RMG
Glenn Harrison
Tom Cotton
Glenn Harrison

“My connection with the H.C.S.C. Foundation started with my employment with a JCPenney manager’s wife who needed 
help. Fixing breakfast, or some help in the home, or driving to the doctor’s office. She decided that I didn’t have enough 
money to live on, so she contacted another manager and he let me know about H.C.S.C. I filled out the application and 
sent it in. I was already thinking, who are these fantastic people. My application was approved in August 2000. They 
started sending money. Also, they assigned a really wonderful lady to keep track of me and help if I needed it. Just her 
phone calls and cards alone were a great encouragement to me. Until the operation on my hand, I was able to volunteer 
which maybe was a little pay back from me. I will never be able to thank those wonderful people enough for giving me 
a feeling of security over the years and the thoughtfulness and dignity. It allowed me to keep my home, which means so 
much to me. I have no sufficient way to thank them for their concern and for the way they have helped over the years. The 
help has been a constant encouragement to me all these years. Amazing and still going on.”

Letters of Gratitude
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In Memoriam
 JCPenney Partners & Spouses we will miss

Asby, Donald Keith (September 26, 2021) Wayzata, Minnesota
Burmeister, Roger W. (October 3, 2021) La Crosse, Wisconsin
Byrne III, John William (July 20, 2021) Naples, Florida
Carney, Phyllis Ann (October 14, 2021) Houston, Texas 
Carpineta, Carol (August 8, 2021) Kingman, Arizona
Chenoweth, Joyce Marlene (August 5, 2021) Galloway, Ohio
Cogburn, Gordon F. (November 16, 2021) Gresham, Oregon
Engelke, Robert "Bob" (November 4, 2021) Plano, Texas
Feit, James “Jim” (October 29, 2021) Sheridan, Wyoming
Hercher, Robert (November 26, 2021) Roseville, California
Hutchens, Thomas “Tom” (July 18, 2021) Eddyville, Kentucky
Isbell, Jack O. (June 20, 2021) Casper, Wyoming
Jamtgaard, Paul Irene (November 27, 2021) Grand Rapids, Minnesota
Kluver, David W. (August 7, 2021) Phoenix, Arizona
Lamond, Walter Tourison (December 31, 2018) Decatur, Georgia
Manchester, Maxine Mae (October 22, 2021) Phoenix, Arizona
McLaughlin, Sr., Michael Patrick (November 16, 2021) Venice, Florida
Miles, James Joseph (August 15, 2021) Wichita Falls, Texas
Miner, Delbert D. (June 14, 2021) Traverse City, Michigan
Nicoski, Raymond (June 1, 2021) Little Falls, Minnesota
Perry, Frank A. (May 28, 2021) Spokane, Washington
Phillips, Earl Lynn (July 11, 2021) Franklin, North Carolina
Riehl, John "Jack" (November 29, 2021) Albuquergue, New Mexico
Satterwhite, Sr., Charles Edwin (June 9, 2021) Jacksonville and St. Augustine, Florida
Schauble, Milton (October 10, 2021) Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
Schultz, Robert Lee (September 25, 2021) Temple, Texas
Shelton, Baker Joseph (August 30, 2021) Scottsdale, Arizona
Shipley, Brenda J. (July 11, 2021) Lafayette, Indiana
Slusser, William Scott (September 18, 2021) Cape Coral, Florida
Uitermark, John (September 7, 2021) Ames, Iowa 
Van Kleek, Mildred “Mickey” (May 20, 2019) Belleview, Washington
Willour, Marilyn (November 26, 2021) Palm Springs, California

These valued Partners passed away recently. We are grateful for their support of H.C.S.C. 
and most of all for their friendship. We extend our sincerest condolences to their families 
and friends. 

If you would like to read the full obituaries, please go to www.jcpalumniclub.org and click 
on the In Memoriam link on the right side of the page.

Using your mobile phone, open your Camera icon. Hold the camera over the QR Code. 
A message will appear. Tap on the message and you will be taken to the obituaries on 
the website.
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Save the date! All JCP Retirees Invited!

JCP Golf 2022 Las Vegas
April 4-8, 2022

The Southern California RMG has been conduct-
ing this tournament under various names for over 20 
years. We missed 2020 due to COVID, but came back 
strong in 2021. We had one of our largest turnouts 
with over 25 retirees from across the country. We are 
getting ready for our next event in April. 

Included in the package are 3 rounds of golf, 4 nights 
hotel at the Suncoast Hotel and Casino, two catered 
dinners and our world-famous hospitality suite, every 
afternoon. 

This event is open to all and your golf handicap isn’t 
important because every day is a scramble. Last year 
the handicap average was about 24. We have golfers 
of all abilities and we are just there to have fun…and 
maybe drink a little.

If you are interested, send me your email address. I 
will add you to the communication list. 

Jeff Paige 
jpaige3149@aol.com

Marriott Space Center, Huntsville, Alabama
April 24-27, 2022

The Southeast RMG invites you to join us for our 
2022 annual get-together. The event will be held 
at the Marriott Space Center in Huntsville, Ala-
bama, from April 24-27, 2022. 

Known as the Rocket City, Huntsville is a 
modern, progressive city that is proud of its rich 
and varied history. Many activities are located 
here highlighted by the U.S. Space and Rocket 
Center, the largest in the world. Other features 
include the historic area with Alabama's largest 
district of antebellum homes, the Botanical 
Gardens with the largest seasonal butterfly 
house in the country, the location of Alabama's 
birthplace and the Huntsville Museum of Art with 
16 galleries. Golfing includes two courses on the 
Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail. And that’s just a 
start. 

The planning committee is working on a full 
schedule of activities. Be sure to plan on a great 
time and the chance to catch up with so many 
friends from your history with JCPenney. 

More information will be coming to you over the 
next few months.


