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Dear H.C.S.C. Friends,

The Chairman’s newsletter for this issue was completed prior to the 
“invisible enemy” situation we are all dealing with. I hope and pray you, 
your families, and friends are well, and staying safe, and remain that way. 
Many of us fall into the most vulnerable group and should be following all 
the guidance provided.

Yes, this circumstance is difficult, but not insurmountable. If we heed the 
warnings, make adjustments where needed, and modify our lifestyles as 
required, we will see this through. 

As I’ve thought about our nation having been through the Great 
Depression, World War II, and 9/11, yet remains the best place on earth 
to live, it gives me confidence in the American people.    

Let’s not let differences divide us. Let’s unite so that we can defeat 
this Covid-19 virus. Penney partners know how to work together to 
accomplish difficult tasks, so let’s do our part to meet this challenge.  

Phil

Phil Esch 

Update from the Chairman

3
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Dear H.C.S.C. Friends,

During our most recent at-large National Board Meeting on  
March 4, 2020, decisive action was taken regarding the 2022 
H.C.S.C. National Retiree Convention. This has been done in 
response to the decline in attendance and loss in revenue resulting 
in deficits at the most recent national conventions.  

The Board voted unanimously to move toward more frequent 
“regional” gatherings, rather than a singular national convention 
every three years. These get-togethers will rely on the Local 
Meeting Groups (LMGs), henceforth to be referred to as Regional 
Meeting Groups (RMGs), to plan, invite, and execute. 

Several groups have had excellent response to their annual more 
localized events and have often had attendees from across the 
country. In many cases, participants belong to multiple groups. 

Members from other Regional Meeting Groups (RMGs) will be 
invited/encouraged to attend these events, and you can attend 
as often and in whichever location you choose, as long as 
accommodations are available.

These occasions will include the “Fifty-year Pinning” ceremonies, 
as well as “Century Club” recognition for those members attaining 
age 90.

Guest speakers from JCPenney District, Regional, or Home Offices 
could be invited to present, if so desired. I want to urge you to build 
on the relationships you have with local store General Managers 
and District Managers. They are working hard to make things better 
and can use your encouragement.

As you know, CEO Jill Soltau has an appreciation for the legacy of 
the Company and is grateful for the contributions of all JCPenney 
retirees. 

I look forward to spending time with you more frequently in our 
updated convention format.

Phil

Phil Esch 

Letter from the Chairman
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Dear Retiree, 
 
First and foremost, I hope you and your families are safe and healthy. These are challenging 
times for all of us – as individuals and as a Company. We have had to make many difficult 
decisions in recent weeks, yet I am proud of the commitment and dedication our 
associates have shown to JCPenney. I am also thankful for the unwavering support of you, 
our valued retirees, during this unprecedented pandemic. 
 
I am reaching out regarding media speculation about our Company that you may have 
seen, and I wanted to provide an update on actions we are taking related to our capital 
structure. As you may be aware, we have been engaged in discussions with our lenders 
since mid-2019 to evaluate options to strengthen our balance sheet so that we may 
continue to build capabilities to satisfy the wants and expectations of our customers. Since 
that time, we have successfully met or exceeded guidance on all five financial objectives 
for 2019 and saw comparable store sales improvement in six of eight merchandise divisions 
in the second half of 2019 over the first half. 
 
These discussions with our lenders are ongoing and have become even more important as 
our stores have closed due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. As a result of this 
event, we made the strategic decision to not make an interest payment due on April 15 and 
take advantage of a 30-day grace period. This gives the Company more time to continue 
constructive engagement with our lenders with the ultimate objective of maximizing 
financial flexibility and better positioning JCPenney for the future. 
 
I would also like to mention the JCPenney Pension Plan, which is well-funded and 
financially healthy. The Pension Plan’s assets are held in a separate trust, set up exclusively 
to pay plan benefits and administrative expenses regardless of the Company’s future 
financial status. The plan’s assets are separate from the Company’s assets and cannot be 
claimed by creditors. Independent trustees, auditors, and actuaries monitor the plan to 

Dear Retiree,

First and foremost, I hope you and your families are safe and healthy. These are challenging times for 
all of us – as individuals and as a Company. We have had to make many difficult decisions in recent 
weeks, yet I am proud of the commitment and dedication our associates have shown to JCPenney. 
I am also thankful for the unwavering support of you, our valued retirees, during this unprecedented 
pandemic.

I am reaching out regarding media speculation about our Company that you may have seen, and I 
wanted to provide an update on actions we are taking related to our capital structure. As you may be 
aware, we have been engaged in discussions with our lenders since mid-2019 to evaluate options to 
strengthen our balance sheet so that we may continue to build capabilities to satisfy the wants and 
expectations of our customers. Since that time, we have successfully met or exceeded guidance on 
all five financial objectives for 2019 and saw comparable store sales improvement in six of eight mer-
chandise divisions in the second half of 2019 over the first half.

These discussions with our lenders are ongoing and have become even more important as our stores 
have closed due to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic. As a result of this event, we made the stra-
tegic decision to not make an interest payment due on April 15 and take advantage of a 30-day grace 
period. This gives the Company more time to continue constructive engagement with our lenders with 
the ultimate objective of maximizing financial flexibility and better positioning JCPenney for the future.

I would also like to mention the JCPenney Pension Plan, which is well-funded and financially healthy. 
The Pension Plan’s assets are held in a separate trust, set up exclusively to pay plan benefits and ad-
ministrative expenses regardless of the Company’s future financial status. The plan’s assets are sepa-
rate from the Company’s assets and cannot be claimed by creditors. Independent trustees, auditors, 
and actuaries monitor the plan to ensure the trust and its funds are properly managed. The plan ben-
efit is also insured by the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation (PBGC), a federal insurance agency.

This crisis was unexpected and unimaginable, and this is a difficult time. Please know JCPenney has 
a solid foundation, a strong strategic plan, and an extensive portfolio of brands that resonate with cus-
tomers, and we intend to be an even stronger retailer once this pandemic passes. As our Company’s 
biggest advocates, I ask you to continue trusting our ability to persevere and weather this storm. With 
your ongoing support, we will continue the long legacy you built for our great Company.

In service to our customer,
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 IN TIMES LIKE THESE, IT’S GOOD TO KNOW

 Your Pension
 Is Safe

Even with the uncertainty and challenges 
brought on by COVID-19, the J. C. Penney 
Corporation, Inc. Pension Plan is well-funded 

�    The Pension Plan’s assets are held in 

administrative expenses regardless  

The assets of the Pension Plan are separate  
from the Company’s assets and cannot be claimed 
by creditors. 

�    Independent trustees, auditors and actuaries monitor 
the Pension Plan to ensure that the trust and its 
funds are properly managed. 

�    
 

 
 

                                                (formerly known as Powerline) 
or by calling the JCPenney Bene�ts Center at 1-888-890-8900,
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–8 pm. Cental time.

 

Did you
know?

This document provides informal information about the J. C. Penney Corporation, Inc. Pension Plan.     If there are any inconsistencies between 

control. 
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Jane Brown was born in 1945 in Miami, 
Florida, and lived there until she 
started attending Mars Hill College in 
1963. During that time a few notable 
historical events occurred, including 

the Cuban missile crisis and the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

In 1958, Jane’s mother started the family’s history 
with JCPenney by joining Store 1720 in North 
Miami Beach when it opened, having never 
before worked outside the home. She turned out 
to be quite adept at selling draperies as well as 
electric blankets which, this being Miami, was 
not a great market for electric blankets. But she 
apparently sold them like gangbusters, because 
it seemed like she was constantly bringing home 
electric blankets she had won for selling her 
quota! 

While Jane was in college, her dad became the 
second member of the family to join JCPenney. 
Up until this time, he was a sporting goods and 
hardware buyer with a large wholesale distributor 
headquartered in Miami. When that company 
was bought out, a close family friend, Oliver 
(“Ollie”) Sheaffer, then head of Zone Auditing, 
encouraged Jane’s father to join JCPenney as 
a Sporting Goods/Hardware Department Sales 
Manager at Store 1839 in Winter Park when it 
opened. This necessitated a move from Miami 
to Orlando and her mother went to work at the 
downtown Orlando store (this was back when 
two family members could not work in the same 
JCPenney unit). Jane supposes by this time she 
had become an official “Penney Brat.”

Jane Brown

Profile

High School Strings Class at Schonbrunn Palace in Vienna

Valley of the Kings - Egypt
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In 1966, Ollie Sheaffer again “encouraged”, and 
Jane moved to the Atlanta area and joined 6105 
in Atlanta (Credit Regional Office) as Secretary 
to New Accounts/Customer Service Manager, B 
J. Garner (who came to JCPenney from the FBI). 
After a year, she took an educational leave of 
absence and returned to Mars Hill to finish her 
studies. After finishing college, Jane returned, 
but this time to the Treasure Island stores, about 
to open in the Atlanta market. She was at Store 
5011 in Jonesboro, where, until the main store 
opened, she worked in Credit, approving Time 
Pay Accounts for the Automotive and Lawn and 
Garden departments. (To this day, she still detests 
the smell of tires). After Jane was promoted to the 
position of Office Supervisor, the group moved to 
the in-the-process-of-being-built Stone Mountain 
Office location where she worked with Les 
Wilson, DPM, Ken Colwell, DOM, and Ron Risch, 
District Manager for all of the Treasure Island and 
Treasury stores.

A few years later, and during the country’s 
recession, Jane saw the handwriting on the 

wall for the Treasury division. News was that the 
Denver Zone office would be closing and those 
folks were going to move to Atlanta to join the 
newly-formed Atlanta Regional Office (#8200), 
with Stan Putman as Regional President. Jane 
was offered a “dual” position – working 20 hours 
per week with Regional Public Relations (Jim 
Buddin) and 20 hours per week with Regional 
Sales and Presentation (Tim Prestridge and Gene 
Lowder). At the time, Jane was happy just to be 
joining the new Regional Office (job security). As 
luck would have it, the Public Relations budget 
was increased enough by New York to allow her 
to work in that area full-time, thus allowing her to 
maintain a modicum of sanity. It was during this 
time that she had her son, Edward, in 1979.

As the Regional Office’s workload increased, 
the two Personnel Relations attorneys, Nelle 
Funderburk and Dick Shuey, asked Jane if she 
would be interested in joining their team as a 
secretary and Jane readily agreed. This move 
was a bit ironic – her college majors were 
Business Administration and English – and her 

BSA Camp Rainey Mountain – Clayton, GA



9www.jcpalumniclub.org

LEAST favorite subject was the required Law 
101. But she learned employment law from both 
Nelle and Dick – two totally different individuals, 
and both extremely intelligent. She loved the 
work – Mr. Shuey loved union campaigns – she 
hated them; he hated EEOC issues – she loved 
them. So, they made a great team – he with his 
union “war games,” her with trying to keep field 
associates of various levels of responsibility out 
of trouble. 

After the Company moved all of the Regional 
offices to Plano, Jane worked in Plano as a 
Corporate Senior Legal Analyst until April 2003 
when her age plus years of service were finally 
enough to allow her to take early retirement 
and to move back “home.” Rather than return to 
Atlanta, she took a position at a small law firm 
in Beaufort, SC, an area in which her family had 
often vacationed, and which she still loved. (That 
law firm was in a house built in 1820, the Union 
headquartered in Beaufort during the war – 
Sherman liked that town, so he didn’t burn it.) 

During the time(s) that she was in Beaufort, Jane 
worked part-time at 2372 in Beaufort store at the 
Catalog desk while still working full-time at law 
firms. The associates in that store are wonderful, 
and the store is small enough that everyone 
knows everyone, and they are definitely Penney 
family.

In her spare time, from 1984 to the present, Jane 
has been a registered Boy Scout leader. She 
currently holds the position of Assistant Council 
Commissioner with the NE Georgia Council 
– BSA. But, Jane says, BSA has given her as 
much as she has given it – all of her Scouter 
friends have been there for her through some 
pretty difficult times. After hiking the northeast 
Georgia mountains and canoeing down raging 
rivers, Jane was slowed down by an accident in 
2017.  However, she is still very involved in the 
administrative Council-wide functions associated 
with the operation of one of the country’s largest 
Councils. (Jane is once more “putting out fires”, 
much as she did with JCP).

Scoutland – Lake Sidney Lanier, GA Granddaughters – Elizabeth and Emily
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Jane has been blessed with her son, Edward, 
daughter-in-law, Mary, and two beautiful 
granddaughters, Elizabeth (7) and Emily (5). They 
live in Savannah, but they do try to get together as 
much as possible. 

Jane still works full-time in a small law firm in 
Hendersonville, NC. as an Estate paralegal.  She 
doubts she will ever retire completely. (She always 
said she would “die with my head on the keyboard”).  
But, she also hopes to have some time to travel, 
if not internationally (which she had done to the 
Netherlands, France, Spain, Portugal, Egypt and the 
British Channel Islands), then within the U.S. And her 
Scouts continue to keep her busy, both mentally and 
physically.

So, Jane’s true JCPenney history dates back to 
1958 (when one parent first joined the Company). 
Jane says, “I can honestly say I have been blessed 
with each working experience, and each one has 
allowed me to gain more Penney friends and expand 
my Penney family. Had it not been necessary to 
take early retirement, I would have hoped to have 
remained with the Company in some capacity.” 

Canoe Trip to Canadian Border Waters

Miami Edison Senior High School
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Mile High Denver/Rocky Mountain 
RMG member, Bob Dreher of 
Westcliffe, Colorado received 
his H.C.S.C. 50-Year Pin at a 
special luncheon on February 

13 in Pueblo, Colorado. Bob and his Wife, Carol 
Kennedy, drove 65 miles from Westcliffe to Pueblo 
to meet at the Cactus Flower restaurant with 
RMG President, Steve Strom, and Vice President, 
Royce Bervig, to receive his pin and a special 
framed letter from National JCP Alumni Club 
Chairman, Phil Esch. Steve drove 84 miles from 
Denver to Colorado Springs to meet Royce and 
they both drove together the 44 miles to Pueblo 
totaling 128 miles one way to meet Bob and 
Carol. 

A wonderful Mexican lunch was enjoyed by 
all at the Cactus Flower, one of Bob’s favorite 
restaurants when he managed the JCPenney 
store in Pueblo. Not only did the group enjoy 
discussing Bob’s JCPenney career and stops, 
but also enjoyed discussing Bob’s service to our 
country as a Major in the Air Force Reserve as 
well as his wife, Carol’s 28 year service career as 
an Air Force nurse including a tour in Iraq/Kuwait 
for Operation Desert Storm!

Steve and Royce enjoyed viewing pictures of Bob 
and Carol’s Westcliffe home in the Wet Mountains 
where they have beautiful views of the larger and 
well known Sangre de Cristo Mountain Range to 
the west. 

A group picture was taken and goodbyes 
said with a plan to see Bob and Carol at the 
2020 RMG Christmas Luncheon in Denver. 
Congratulations, Bob, on your 50+ years with 
JCPenney/H.C.S.C.! 

Mile High Denver/Rocky Mountain

Regional Meeting Group

Member Receives 50-year pin

Steve Strom, Bob Dreher, Carol Kennedy and Royce Bervig
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Announcing the next H.C.S.C. 
North Central Regional Meeting 
Group gathering! Join us in Red 
Wing, Minnesota, September 13-
15 at the St. James Hotel. The St. 

James Hotel is about one hour southeast of the 
Minneapolis metro easily accessible by car from 
the airport. Three days of camaraderie, golf and 
fine food to be enjoyed by members and guests. 
Our plans start on Sunday with a social hour 
followed by a casual dinner. Monday includes 
golf, shopping and tours of the area followed 
by dinner and entertainment. Our event ends 
on Tuesday morning with breakfast and short 
business meeting.

North Central Members – watch for your invitation 
and reservation form in your e-mail and by mail 
for those who do not have an e-mail.

All H.C.S.C. Alumni Club members from any 
Regional Meeting Group are also invited to join 
us. Email Jean Lewis (jeanielewis3@gmail.com) 
with your e-mail address and we will provide an 
invitation for you.

North Central

Regional Meeting Group

North Central Gathering
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The Southwest Regional Meeting 
Group hosted its annual holiday 
party at Stonebriar Country Club 
on December 5, 2019. Seventy-two 
guests enjoyed the festivities which 

included mixing, mingling and catching up with 
friends. After the buffet luncheon, Joey Thomas, 
JCPenney Senior Communications Manager, 
gave a short presentation about the Company’s 
planned changes. Joey has been with the 
Company since 2003 and has been a great 
support to the H.C.S.C. National Board when he 
served as liaison to the club. 

President Doug Boyle then invited Joey, Phil 
Esch (chairman) and Tom Clarke (national 50-
year pin coordinator) to assist in the 50-year 
pinning ceremony. Charles Brown, Sammie 
McPherson, Bill Nicholson and Jim Slee were 
presented their pins. Gale Duff-Bloom, Phil 
Esch, Glenn Mieritz and Warren Richards 
received their pins at the national convention in 
Sacramento and were recognized as well.  

Southwest

Regional Meeting Group

Holiday Party

Robin Caldwell and Pat Carberry Carrie & Sammie McPherson

Christina Doo, Laura Williams and Mary Knuff

Dee & Jim Slee and Mike Jones
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Nathaniel & Sharon Saunders, Charles & Rosalind Brown Pat Brooker, Karen Ehni and Karen Bell

Ida Gephart, Jeannette Siegel and Mary Knuff Sissy and Bill Nicholson and Jim Hailey

Margaret Filingeri, Pat Carberry and 
Jan Hodges

Ida Gephart, Teri Mieritz 
and Ronni Mitchell Karen Bell and Sandra Richards

Terry Prindiville and Jim Hailey Gale Duff-Bloom & Darryl Bloom Mary Knuff and Dot Brown
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Mike Jones, Glenn & Teri Mieritz Al & Dee Bell, Pat Brooker

Sharon Saunders, Christina Doo and Robin Caldwell Tina White Potter and Laura Williams

Sandy & Dick Anderson Robin & John Caldwell Rosalind Brown and Joan Weed

Gretchen & Don Barber Tim & Sue Vanness Carol & Doug Boyle
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Dick & Sandy Anderson and Tim & Sue Vanness Don Isch and Carol & Dick Berge

Sonja & Ted Spurlock Steve & Sharon Winkle Bunny & Phil Esch

Barbara & Al Ladwig Tom & Pat McGurren Warren & Sandra Richards

Don & Dot Brown Doug Boyle and John Caldwell Tom & Sandra Clarke
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Jim Slee, Bill Nicholson, Charles Brown, Sammie McPherson, Warren Richards, Tom Clarke, Gale Duff-Bloom, Glenn Mieritz, 
Joey Thomas, Phil Esch and Doug Boyle

Tom Clarke, Joey Thomas, Jim Slee and Phil Esch Tom Clarke, Joey Thomas, Bill Nicholson and Phil Esch

Tom Clarke, Gale Duff-Bloom, Joey Thomas and Phil Esch Joey Thomas, Sammie McPherson and Phil Esch
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President Boyle called the annual meeting to 
order. He reported on 2019 activities, finances, 
membership and then called for the election of 
officers. John Caldwell was elected president; Jan 
Hodges, first vice president; Al Bell, second vice 
president; Bill Kruder, treasurer; Jeannette Siegel, 
secretary. He then acknowledged the remaining 
board members: Kathi Child, Tom Clarke, 
Margaret Filingeri, Ida Gephart, Jim Hailey, Mary 
Knuff, Marie Lacertosa, Warren Richards, Hedy 
Sawyers, and Laura Williams.  He also recognized 
national leaders including Phil Esch, chairman; 
Karen Bell, treasurer; Sharon Winkle, secretary, 
and Sheila Radabaugh, website manager.

After speaking about plans for 2020, president 
John Caldwell drew names for the giveaways. 
Nine poinsettia plants were given away. And 
thanks to the generosity of Milton Honza, two gift 
certificates for a massage or a facial were given 
away as well. Milt is a franchise owner of Hand 
and Stone Massage, his “encore” career. 
Mary Knuff thanked members for their generosity. 
Over 120 toys were collected at the party and 
given to Toys for Tots. 

The afternoon closed with a rollicking sing-
along. Entertainer Dave Tanner told stories about 
Christmas music from the Greatest Generation. 
Guests sang along to White Christmas, I’ll Be 
Home for Christmas, Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas and the Christmas Song. It was a great 

way to start the holiday season. 
Attendees: Dick and Sandy Anderson, Don and 
Gretchen Barber, Al and Dee Bell, Karen and 
Forest Bell, Denny and Jewel Beran, Dick and 
Carol Berge, Darryl Bloom and Gale Duff-Bloom, 
Doug and Carol Boyle, Pat Brooker, Charles and 
Rosalind Brown, Don and Dot Brown, John and 
Robin Caldwell, Pat Carberry, Tom and Sandra 
Clarke, Arlene Clemente, Christina Doo, Karen 
Ehni, Phil and Bunny Esch, Margaret Filingeri, 
Beverly Fleener, Ida Gephart, Jim Hailey, Jan 
Hodges, Don and Marcia Isch, Mike Jones, 
Mary Knuff, Al and Barbara Ladwig, Kathleen 
Langley, Tom and Pat McGurren, Sammie and 
Carrie McPherson, Glenn and Teri Mieritz, Ronni 
Mitchell, Bill and Sissy Nicholson, Terry and 
Kay Prindiville, Warren and Sandra Richards, 
Sharon and Nathaniel Saunders, Hedy Sawyers, 
Jeannette Siegel, Jim and Dee Slee, Ted and 
Sonja Spurlock, Joey Thomas, Sue and Tim 
Vanness, Joan Weed, Tina White Potter, Laura 
Williams, Sharon and Steve Winkle.

Jewel and Denny Beran, Arlene Clemente and Beverly Fleener Terry & Kay Prindiville
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The Southwest RMG met on Monday, 
November 4th, for its fall Breakfast 
and Chat at Le Peep restaurant. We 
had five very special guests attending 
the meeting – Sarah Cook, VP Store 

Operations Home Office; Mike Hall, District 
Manager Fort Worth, Texas; Adam Staeben, 
General Manager Collin Creek Store Plano, 
Texas; Toby Luna, General Manager Stonebriar 
Store Frisco, Texas; and Jody McKnight, General 
Manager Fairview Store Fairview, Texas. 

Mike Hall updated us on the Grand Re-opening 
of the Hurst store. The store is incorporating 
many of Jill Soltau’s ideas based on customer 
feedback, and it had an amazing opening 
weekend with lots of positive comments from our 
customers. 

The three General Managers updated us on the 
initiatives they are taking within their stores. Each 
of their stores are very unique. Stonebriar is a 
large store in a very good mall near the Home 
Office. The Fairview store is a ‘B’ store with a 
smaller footprint which makes it harder to initiate 
some of Jill’s ideas. Collin Creek is a large store 
that is remaining open while the mall it is in is 
being torn down. A new ‘B’ store will be built near 
the same location with apartments, houses, 
offices, and specialty retail shops built on the 
site of the old mall. The stories they told us give 
us hope that the turnaround that Jill Soltau and 
JCPenney is trying to implement can and will be 
successful. It was a great morning to get together 
with our fellow retirees and with some of the 
current JCPenney managers. 

Southwest

Regional Meeting Group

Breakfast Chat

Attendees other than shown in the pictures: Doug Boyle, Robin Caldwell, Kathi Child, Margaret 
Filingeri, Jim Hailey, Milt Honza, Don & Marcia Isch, Steve Jebbia, John Poluski, Liz Sweeney, Mike 
Todres, Sue Vanness and Kate Whitson.

Alan Langer, Betsy Carter , Terry  Prindiville

Carol Glasscock, Beverly Fleener,  Al Ladwig

Ed Bishop, Tom McGurren, Al Bell



20 www.jcpalumniclub.org

Southwest continued...

Don Brown, Laura Williams and Christiana Doo Harold Menzel, Glenn Mieritz and John  Caldwell

Marianne Gonzales, Tim Penny and Jan Hodges Ron Winkler, Norm Weslow and Mary Tacher

Suzzanne McGrath, Kathleen Langley and Laura Williams Tom Clarke, Phil Esch and Mary Knuff
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HONOR, CONFIDENCE, SERVICE, COOPERATION
A Nonprofit Foundation Dedicated to Assist Retired Associates and/or Spouses in Need of Financial Assistance

History of the Foundation - In 1959 the H.C.S.C. Club held its first National Convention in Denver in honor 
of Mr. Penney’s birthday. During the convention, mention was made of several retired management associates 
who were having financial difficulties and who needed assistance. A committee was appointed to study the 
situation and the H.C.S.C. Foundation was the outcome. The Foundation was incorporated in the state of 
California on September 22, 1960. Mr. Penney made a sizeable contribution from his own personal funds. 
H.C.S.C. members were generous in their contributions and current members continue to give financial support 
to the Foundation.

The Foundation today - Assistance given to needy associates at the end of our 2018 fiscal year which ended 
June 30, 2019, totals more than $6.1 million since inception. We currently have 82 active recipients on our rolls. 
These retired associates have an average age of 74 years, the oldest is 94 and the youngest is 60 years of 
age and come from 37 different states from all across the country. Our recipients represent a cross section of 
many positions in JCPenney, managers, stockroom supervisors, catalog associates (both store and field), store 
associates, styling salon, maintenance, construction, district and home office. All who have found themselves in 
financial difficulty.

Your help is needed - As you know, with the current condition of our country due to Covid-19, there are untold 
numbers of people that have lost their jobs and are experiencing financial difficulty. We are sure, that in the 
near future, we will have a surge of JCPenney associates that will be requesting financial assistance.  The 
Foundation board is asking for your contribution that is needed now more than ever, to help in this time of need.  

As always, we need your help in finding those associates that need help.  Please let us know if you know 
anyone that may be having financial difficulty at this time.

$516,000
Projected distributions to qualified retired associates in need in Fiscal 2019

$58,000
Projected Donations to the H.C.S.C. Foundation in Fiscal 2019

If you haven’t made a donation before or if it has been awhile since you have, please consider sending a 
donation now to join with us in this effort to help those in need.

The Foundation is grateful to receive any amount given to it whether that contribution is made on a monthly, 
annually, or a one-time contribution. We need to increase our donations to at least $120,000 annually and 
if every member of the alumni clubs donated $150 each year, we could easily reach that goal. We would 
appreciate any support you can give. Please make your checks out to “H.C.S.C. Foundation.” Your 
donations are tax deductible and can be mailed to: 

H.C.S.C. Foundation, Larry Noble, 15220 Green Valley Drive, Chino Hills, California 91709

The Foundation is a qualified 501(c)(3) organization and all donations are deductible.



22 www.jcpalumniclub.org

H.C.S.C. 
FOUNDATION

Deep South
Mike McLaughlin
(941) 488-2658
momik@verizon.net

Mason-Dixon
Steve Cason
(804) 777-9571
scxle@verizon.net 

Northeast
Joe Bruno 
(609) 756-0914
jonurb@aol.com 

Southwest
Al Bell
(972) 347-2354
al.bell@sbcglobal.net

Dixie
Ed Savold
(479) 434-5723
kingofstkball@aol.com

Ohio
Ben Preston
(614) 939-1957
bfprest@aol.com

North Central
Tom Clarke
(469) 353-8633
tjclarke1@aol.com 

Valley of the Sun
John Henderson
(480) 595-9616
jghskibum@aol.com

 

Heart of America
Harry Rediger 
(573) 334-0200
harryrediger@att.net 

Denver
Ed Trujillo
(303) 805-0396
edkeystone@hotmail.com

Northern California/Nevada
Hal Monroe
(209) 952-2104
hmonroe@sonic.net

SoCal / Foundation 
Ron Salzetti
(760) 431-5371
rsalzetti@gmail.com

Indiana
Deryl Benz
(317) 399-8102
dwbenz@indy.rr.com

Northwest
Phil Shama
(360) 424-9581
pshama3355@aol.com 

Salt Lake City
Sperry Rueckert 
(801) 278-6347
sparrueck@hotmail.com 

H.C.S.C. Foundation
Larry Noble
(909) 597-4678
hcscfoundation@gmail.com

Below is a list of the Foundation representatives assigned to each Regional Meeting Group. If you 
believe someone you know may need assistance, please contact Larry Noble or the Foundation 
Representative in your local area so we can determine what the Foundation can do to help. All 
referrals will be held in the strictest confidence and will not be discussed with anyone outside of the 
board. All applications require disclosure of financial information to determine eligibility.

H.C.S.C. Foundation Representatives

The Board of Directors of the H.C.S.C. Foundation Inc.

Chairman – Ron Salzetti   Vice Chairman – Jeff Paige   Secretary/Treasurer – Larry Noble

Emeritus Director – Virginia Stoops

HONOR, CONFIDENCE, SERVICE, COOPERATION
A Nonprofit Foundation Dedicated to Assist Retired JCPenney Associates 

and/or Spouses in Need of Financial Assistance

Roger Hanson 
Mark Schultz

Wayne Harmon
Bill Shaver  

Stan Newton  
Ross Willour 

Ron Rhoads 
Steve Workman 

Alan Rogers  
Tony Zarifis



Thank you for remembering these partners
and for your support of those in need!

HONOREE      DONOR  

Jon Bigelow
Sterling Carberry
Sterling Carberry
Sterling Carberry
Rex/Maxine Carter
Wally Kendig
Wally Kendig
Wally Kendig
Wally Kendig
Wally Kendig

HONOREE      DONOR  

Ellen Baker
Vyda Bridwell

Richard Daniels
James Deuser
Carol Dykes

Bruce Hill
WR Howell

JCP Corporate
Mile High RMG

SoCal RMG

SunCoast RMG
Mirth Meyer
Doug Rush
Tice Siegel

Jack Siebert

Steve Strom
Sheridan Simmond

Tom Thompson

Ramona Bigelow
Bruce Hill
Southwest RMG
Thomas Clarke
Linda Carter
Ken Ellingboe
Ron Hudnall
Larry Noble
Jeff Paige
Ross Willour

Wally Kendig
Wally Kendig
Virginia Lindstrom
Sandra Simmons
Bill LaClair
Don LaPlante
Ralph LaRovere
Joseph Shelton
James Thompson

Ron Salzetti
Marilyn Willour
Bruce Hill
Deep South RMG
Ken Ellingboe
NorCal/Nev RMG
Gloria LaRovere
Valley of the Sun RMG
Bruce Hill

 

At Your Fingertips
Get the latest National H.C.S.C. or Regional Meeting Group 
news, as well as other information online at:

JCPALUMNICLUB.ORG
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In Memoriam
 JCPenney Partners & Spouses we will miss

These valued Partners passed away 
recently. We are grateful for their 
contributions to JCPenney, for their 
support of H.C.S.C. and most of all for 
their friendship. We extend our sincerest 
condolences to their families and friends.
 
If you would like to read the full obituaries, 
please go to www.jcpalumniclub.org and 
click on the In Memoriam link on the right 
of the page. 

Barnes, Betty (Mrs. Clyde) (Sept. 5, 2019) 
Betty passed away peacefully and was the wife 
of Clyde Spencer Barnes for 58 years. She 
faithfully followed Clyde’s career at JCPenney 
through many relocations as his management 
career progressed through the years. 

Berger, Bonnita “Nita” Christine (October 
30, 2019) Nita, age 71, passed away in Plano, 
Texas. Nita’s JCPenney career began in Santa 
Ana, California, where she started as a window 
dresser. Her career spanned 36 years including 
JCPenney Credit, her last assignment.

Berry Jr., William Joseph (December 3, 2019) 
William, 85, was of Pensacola, Florida.

Bertlshofer, John Charles (April 3, 2020) 
John passed away at the age of 80. He 
is survived by his wife, Mary David Lane 
Bertlshofer of 27 years. Before his retirement, 
after a 35-year career, John served as the 
store manager of JCPenney in Goldsboro, 
North Carolina.   
  
Bickmore, Rulon Dean (November 18, 2019) 
Rulon passed away in Salt Lake City at the 

age of 91. His 35-year career with JCPenney 
started in the Twin Falls, Idaho, store in 1953 
and included management positions in Ogden, 
Utah; Helena, Montana; Kenmare, North 
Dakota; and Cedar City, Utah. He and his wife 
Ludene, had four children, 17 grandchildren 
and 21 great-grandchildren.

Brodie, Kay (January 19, 2020) Kay, wife of 
Russ Brodie, passed after years of struggling 
with COPD issues. She is survived by her 
husband, Russ and daughter. Condolences 
may be directed to Russ and family, at 504 W. 
Calle Montiro, Sahuarita, Arizona 85629.

Carberry, Sterling Alva (March 28, 2020) 
Sterling, age 77, passed away in Plano, TX as 
a result of a traumatic brain injury occurring 
on August 20, 2019. Sterling was a CPA prior 
to joining JCPenney in 1988 during the move 
to Texas. He is survived by his wife of 51 
years, Patricia Carberry, a 35-year JCPenney 
retired associate. He will be missed by many 
for his friendly manner, his striking handlebar 
mustache, and his love of all things Disney. 
Travel was a passion of his and Pat’s and they 
visited 120 countries together. Condolences 
may be sent to Patricia Carberry, 5836 Fairview 
Parkway, Fairview, Texas 75069.

Carlson, Martin Philip “Phil” (December 10, 
2019) Phil passed away peacefully following 
a short hospital stay. He was 90 years old 
and leaves his devoted wife of 32 years, Astri 
Carlson of Sturbridge, Massachusetts. Phil was 
proudly employed by the JCPenney Company 
for almost 40 years. He loved his occupation 
and left for work each day with a smile for the 
day ahead.
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In Memoriam
 JCPenney Partners & Spouses we will miss

Cibik, Geraldine B. (nee Zetting) (February 
23, 2020) “Jeri”, age 92, passed away peacefully 
in Went Bend, Wisconsin. Jeri worked for 
JCPenney over 23 years before retiring. She is 
survived by many family members. 

Darrow, W. T. (Bill) (June 18, 2019) Bill, a 
longtime resident of Seattle and Bellevue, 
Washington, passed away in Grants Pass, 
Oregon. He is survived by Lillian his spouse of 
48 years. Bill was employed by JCPenney for 
many years in various management positions. 
He retired at the age of 60. 

Duerden, Sr., Jay Verle (December 11, 2019) 
Verle was employed by JCPenney for 25 years 
where he retired as store manager. He and 
wife Leone were married for 71 years and had 
eight children, 40 grandchildren and 64 great-
grandchildren. He was 91 when he passed 
away in Layton, Utah. 

Euliano, Joseph Thomas (Sept. 25, 2019) 
Joseph passed at 79 years old with his college 
sweetheart and beloved wife, Diana Craggs 
Euliano, at his side. He began his career at 
JCPenney’s in 1961 and after holding many 
positions, he retired in 1998 as Store Manager 
in Springfield, Virginia.

Fairbrother, Sandra (Sandy) Dorothy (Aug. 
26, 2019) Sandy, 78, was the wife of the late 
Ronald Fairbrother of Plano, Texas. She and 
Ronald were married for 54 years. She was 
known for her commitment to supporting her 
church and community. She and Ronald had 
two children.

Ferrone, Andrew J. (April 20, 2020) Andrew 
passed of natural causes at the age of 84. He 

worked for JCPenney for many years and was 
a Quality Control Engineer when he retired. He 
Is survived by his wife Patricia of 60 years. 
 
Grudzinski Jr., Peter Joseph (March 5, 2020) 
Peter grew up in New York and began his 30-
year JCPenney career in New York City training 
new hires in the Catalog Division. He moved 
to Dallas with the Home Office relocation and 
held numerous senior level positions including 
Catalog Systems and Project Management. 
He retired in 2013. He and his wife Janet were 
married 39 years and had two children.

Hagmaier, Gerald “Jerry” (November 6, 2019) 
Jerry passed away in Mobile, Alabama, at the 
age of 74. He loved baseball, golf and Alabama 
football but his real passion was for the love of 
his life, Carol. He is survived by Carol and two 
sons.

Hamilton, Kerm (November 3, 2019) Kerm 
was born on November 29, 1935, in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. His JCPenney career took him 
to many states, but he and his wife Barbara 
considered Alaska home. He was a dedicated 
volunteer with the Downtown Retail Merchants 
Association and the Rotary Club of SLC, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
and the Boy Scouts. He is survived by seven 
children, 31 grandchildren and numerous 
great-grandchildren.

Hardin, Patricia Mae (Aug. 10, 2019) Patricia, 
80, was of Deerfield Beach, Florida. Patricia 
held a distinguished career at JCPenney where 
she was a district manager for over 20 stores. 
She had two children and three grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. 
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In Memoriam
 JCPenney Partners & Spouses we will miss

Hubbell, Wilma (November 24, 2019) Wilma, 
age 90, passed away at The Villages, Florida. 
Wilma was employed and retired from 
JCPenney in Mount Vernon, Ohio, where she 
worked in the Catalog Department. She is 
survived by her two sons, 17 grandchildren and 
numerous great-grandchildren.

Kendig, Wallace Roger (November 21, 2019) 
Wally was 80 when he passed away. During his 
career at JCPenney, he worked for ten years 
in Hawaii. When he returned from Hawaii, he 
managed three stores in California: Granada 
Hills, Los Altos in Long Beach, and Santa 
Monica. After retiring in 1998, Wally began his 
career in volunteer service to his church and 
community. 
 
Lange, Robert “Bob” A. (March 7, 2019) Bob, 
age 92, passed away in Madison, Wisconsin. 
His career with JCPenney took him to many 
cities throughout the Midwest. Bob and his wife 
Jo Ann had four children, four grandchildren 
and one great grandchild. 

LaPlante, Don (December 26, 2019) Don 
passed away in Woodland, California, at 
the age of 90. Don started his work life at 
JCPenney in San Diego at the “bottom of 
the rung” and retired as a manager 42 years 
later from the Woodland JCPenney store in 
1989. He was known for saying “Community 
service is the backbone of any good, strong 
community” and proved that by volunteering for 
numerous organizations. He and his wife Pat 
had six children, and 13 grandchildren and 9 
great-grandchildren.

Mittelberg, Virginia “Ginny” Lee (November 
16, 2019). Beloved wife of Orland H. “Mitt” 
Mittelberg, Ginny passed away in Bridgman, 

Michigan, at the age of 90. Before marrying 
Mitt in 1952, she was a nurse. She and Mitt 
had 4 children, 14 grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren. They loved traveling to nearly all 
50 states and Canadian provinces in the “Mitt 
Mobile.” 

Montgomery, Barbara (December 10, 2019) 
Barbara, 83, was the wife of retired associate 
Gerald (Gerry) Montgomery of Fairview, Texas. 
They were married for 61 years and had three 
daughters and four grandchildren. She was a 
dedicated volunteer. Together she and Gerry 
traveled to over 100 countries. 

Nelson, Audrey Fay (February 10, 2019) 
Audrey was 84 when she passed away in 
Muncie, Indiana. She was the wife of the late 
Richard V. “Dick” Nelson. They were married for 
39 years. She and Dick had two children, four 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

Ottman, Aletha “Lee” Grace (March 2, 2020) 
Lee passed away at her home in Overland 
Park, Kansas, at the age of 94. Because of 
the computer skills she learned at IBM, Lee 
was hired at the new JCPenney regional credit 
center in 1961. Her 25-year career took her to 
Mission KS, Echelon, NJ, and Orlando, Florida. 
She rose to the role of Media Processing 
Manager where she succeeded at overcoming 
challenges and establishing herself as one of 
only a few female managers at the Company. 
Her trailblazing efforts and strong belief in 
mentoring young women at Penney’s left a 
lasting mark on the organization. Lee retired 
from JCPenney in 1986. 

Pearce, Joe King (January 2, 2020) Joe 
was born on August 4, 1930 in Cotton Plant, 
Arkansas. Following military service and 
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completing his college education, he married 
Martha Jo Mattox in 1954. Joe was offered a 
job at JCPenney following graduation where 
he worked his way up from the sales floor to 
becoming a district manager and representing 
the company in Washington, D.C. He retired 
from the company after 30 years of service to 
live in Lakeway, Texas. 

Pirtle, Rives Walter “Walt” (February 11, 
2020) Walt passed away in San Antonio, Texas, 
at the age of 85. During his 50-year career 
with JCPenney, he held various positions in 
Moline, Hammond, Gary, Indiana; Gulf Mill, 
Chicago and Chicago District Staff. He served 
as the Store Manager in Hammond, Indiana, 
then went on to serve as District Manager in 
Omaha, Nebraska, followed by Regional Co-
Coordinator in the New York office. From there, 
he moved to Denver, Colorado, as District 
Manager, followed by San Antonio, Texas, as 
District Manager. He retired in 2007 as the 
Store Manager in Corpus Christi. 

Psencik, Edward James (October 29. 2019) 
Ed passed away peacefully at the age of 85 
in Ennis, Texas. He was the manager of the 
JCPenney store in Terrell for 33 years before 
his retirement. Ed is survived by his wife, Mary 
Psencik of Kaufman, Texas as well as sons 
and daughters.

Sommer, Donald Henry (December 3, 2019) 
Donald, 78, passed away in Ocala, Florida. 
He worked for JCPenney for 33 years. During 
his career, Don moved several times to follow 
the job from Columbus, Ohio to Massapequa, 
New York to Atlanta, Georgia to Plano, Texas. 
He and his wife Sara were married for 54 years 
and had two children and three grandchildren. 

Stratton, John W. (February 17, 2020) John, 
87, of Omaha, Nebraska, passed away in 
Omaha. After retiring from minor league 
baseball, John had a lifelong career with the 
JCPenney Company, which eventually brought 
him to Falls City as the store’s manager. John 
is survived by Janet, his wife of 63 years. They 
had four children, 8 grandchildren and 2 great-
grandchildren.

Wempe, John Robert (Jack) (January 11, 
2020) Jack, 83, passed away in Brooksville 
Florida. Jack began working for JCPenney in 
1961 in Albuquerque, New Mexico. He had 
a distinguished career in local, district and 
regional management positions for 34 years 
and retired in 1996 in Greenville, Mississippi, 
as a store manager. Jack had four children, 11 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 

Whitaker, Phyllis Murzicos (Sept. 23, 2019) 
Phyllis passed away in San Marcos, Texas, at 
the age of 84. She was the wife of the late Jay 
Whitaker. She and Jay had three daughters, 
and four grandchildren. She was an avid 
volunteer and enjoyed a long career as a real 
estate agent.

Wright, Peggy (October 21, 2019) Peggy of 
Kannapolis, North Carolina, passed away 
at the age of 94. She is survived by her 
husband Harold Wright, Jr., and four children, 5 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 
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Members of the HCSC-SW toured the newly renovated store in Hurst, TX, on 
November 20, 2019.  General Manager Pavan Pathak led members on the tour of 
the merchandise departments along with the barber shop, a fitness area, newly 
renovated styling rooms, a bistro, and an interactive Kids Zone where the photo was 
taken.  The Company says that this store is a lab to inform decisions about future 

store offerings. (Editor’s Note: this story was written prior to the Company’s current financial situation.) 

For more information, photos and to read the rest of the article, click on the following link:

http://www.jcpalumniclub.org/Documents/JCPNewHurstStore.pdf

Southwest RMG Road Trip


