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JOHN BRENNAN
John Brennan was born at home on December 3,
1940, in Emmetsburg, Iowa, to Jack and Wahneta
Brennan. Emmetsburg is a small Irish community
in northwest Iowa, named after the Irish patriot,
Robert Emmet, and has a large Irish population.
Brennan’s father was one of twelve children, so
John was surrounded by relatives. He has six
sisters, no brothers.
John met Carol Shellabarger in high school and
started dating when John was a freshman at
Emmetsburg Junior College. John finished Junior
College, attended the University of South Dakota
for one year, then completed a four year hitch in the
United States Air Force.
John had an interesting career in the
Air Force. After enlisting in February,
1962, he was assigned to Lackland Air
Force Base in San Antonio, Texas, then
was transferred to Biloxi, Mississippi for
technical training as a radio operator,
specializing in receiving Morse code.
While on a weekend pass, John and
four others were involved in a headon crash and he landed in the hospital
at Pensacola, Florida, for five weeks
with head injuries. On returning to
his base after the hospital stay, he
completed his six month course and
awaited assignment. When given a questionnaire
asking where he would like to be stationed -all
assignments had to be overseas -Germany, Japan
and Alaska were the requests. The brass must
have thought that John Brennan did not really know
where he wanted to be assigned so Peshawar,
Pakistan, became his home for the next 15 months!
After Pakistan, John was assigned to Offutt Air
Force Base in Omaha, Nebraska, for the remainder
of his four year enlistment. After dating for seven
years John married Carol in 1965, as Carol was
finishing her nurses training at Methodist Hospital
(now St. Luke’s Medical Center) in Sioux City, Iowa.
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After the service, John interviewed at the JCPenney
store in Sioux City, with Marvin Gulsrud and started
in the management training program. During Carol
and John’s time in Sioux City, all three of their
children (Amy, Peggy and John III) were born. After
five years in Sioux City, John was transferred to
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to help open Southridge
in Greendale. Their son, John III, was only five
days old when they moved. From Southridge,
he proceeded to the distribution center, district
office, Brookfield Square, downtown Milwaukee,
Northridge, and Capitol Court, all in Milwaukee,
then to Wausau to help open the store there.
In 1987, he was promoted to store manager in
Houghton, Michigan, then to Marshfield, Wisconsin,
and finally Kokomo, Indiana, retiring on
the VERP program in November, 1997.
They enjoyed every assignment, every
community, made great friends along the
way and always found ways to reach out
and be involved. During all these moves,
Carol continued working as an RN, not
always the greatest hours but she could
always find a job. A couple places that
were especially exciting and challenging
for her were St. Luke’s, in Milwaukee,
and Marshfield Clinic, in Marshfield,
Wisconsin.
They had left the children back in
Wisconsin, grandchildren were being born, and
grandson, Kyle, was having serious health issues,
so when the VERP program came along, instead
of moving south to retire, as planned, they moved
north, back to Wisconsin to be near kids and
grandkids.
John and Carol have seven grandchildren ranging
in age from nine to 19. Amy and her husband, John,
live in De Pere, Wisconsin, with Emily, 19, and Kyle,
17. Peggy and her husband, Eric, live in Kimberly,
Wisconsin with Grace, 13, Jane, 10, and Ben, 9.
John and Kristi live in Prior Lake, Minnesota, with
Jack (John IV) 12, and Ben, 9.
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They retired in Berlin, Wisconsin, where they have
now lived for 15 years - the longest they’ve lived
anywhere, except when growing up. Being able to
see the grandchildren participate in their concerts,
gymnastics, ball games, soccer and track meets
makes putting up with the cold winters worthwhile.
They are involved in the usual ministries at All
Saints Church. John is parish council president,
lectors, cantors, and helps with funeral Masses.
Carol is president of the women’s church group,
serves on the welcoming committee, and is a
past president of the Madison Diocesan Council
of Catholic Women. Three years ago, they started
“Make A Difference Day” in their parish and
chair the event every year to help people in the
community with jobs around their homes they
cannot complete themselves. John is very active
in the Knights of Columbus. Two years ago, he
was honored with the Medallion award for an
Outstanding Knight in the Madison Diocese, and
last year the Brennan’s were named Knights of
Columbus Family of the Year for the Madison
Diocese.
John enjoys golf and continues to work on the
grounds crew at the golf course. He enjoyed running
5Ks around the state, and after turning 70, he had
13 first place finishes in a row for his age group, but
back problems have put running on hold. Biking,
walking, and reading are preferred leisure activities.
Of course, they have their retirement “bucket list”
and have been able to travel twice to Ireland, hike
Bryce and Grand Canyon, go White Water rafting,
and volunteer for a week at Give Kids the World for
recipients of “Make A Wish.” (Along with Bruce and
Judy Motsinger, and Bob and Jane Platt).

they joined a group that goes to Wacuco, Panama,
each year to help a Catholic priest with his mission
work. Never in their wildest dreams did they imagine
traveling to Panama to help Father Wally build a
dam up in the mountains in order to eventually
provide safe drinking water to 13 villages and over
5,000 people. Currently, the people have a very
limited, or no, water supply for several months each
year during the dry season. One trip and they were
hooked! They have now gone down there four years
in a row. Last year they had to cancel, as John had
back surgery. He is recovering nicely, and the plan
is to go again in January, to help complete the dam!
John and Carol are big into genealogy, they have
over 3,000 names in the Brennan tree, and over
5,000 names in the Shellabarger tree. Next year,
they are planning a trip to Germany, Switzerland,
and Denmark to celebrate their 50th anniversary
and to continue tracing family roots.
Not on the bucket list was having Carol’s mother, at
age 95, come and live with them for two and a half
years. Her motto is contagious: “It could be worse.”
She now lives in assisted living nearby, and they
helped her celebrate her 100th birthday in January.
Very important to John are faith, family, friends, and
helping others. He remains very proud of his Irish
heritage.
John is a past president of the North Central Local
Meeting Group, and, along with Carol, has enjoyed
attending and participating in the activities of the
LMG. Even though interest in the H.C.S.C. LMGs
seems to be waning, they will continue to participate
and encourage others to do the same. They try to
stay in touch with many of their JCPenney friends,
and still consider all of their “partners” as family.

A big item was for them to go on a mission trip,
perhaps building homes, schools, latrines or a
medical mission! After moving to Berlin, Wisconsin,
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H.C.S.C.
FOUNDATION
Thank you to the following donors for their generous contributions!

DONOR				HONOREE
Fred Faulkner
H.C.S.C. Sun Coast
Martin Doviak, Jr.
Diane Doviak Webb
Mrs. Walt Neppl
Norman Prince
Paul Simons
Larry Noble
Paul Simons
Stan Lichtenstein
Ron Salzetti
Paul Simons
Larry Noble
Stan Newton
W.R. Howell
James Hailey
Paul Simons
Paul Simons
Larry Noble
Larry Noble
Terry Prindiville		
Kay D’Agostino			
Ron Shipley

Bob Hagerman
Bob Hagerman
Martin Doviak
Martin Doviak
John Wells
Ron Jaggers
Ron Jaggers
Danny Lopez
Jim Madigan
Jim Madigan
Larry Yglesia
Bonnie Hanson
Bonnie Hanson
Bonnie Hanson
Ron Jaggers
Ron Jaggers
Gilbert Leight
Gail Prindiville
Gilbert Leight
Gail Prindiville
Gail Prindiville
Bob Murray
Mary Ann Clarke

Donations to support the H.C.S.C. Foundation:
Barger Tygart
Robert Omodt
Donald Teller
Richard Daniels
Betty Swanson
Thomas Jewell
Barbara Livingston
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H.C.S.C. Northeast
Deane Williams
James Schwaninger
Robert Gill
Bruce Hill
Phil Mynatt
David Miller

Rodney Birkins
Mike Ray
Ronald Fairbrother
Mirth Meyer
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Dear Retired JCPenney Associate,
We are writing you today to ask for your assistance, as we need your help in a couple of ways. In order to
maintain our 501(c)3 tax exempt status, we must increase our incoming contributions, as well as increase the
amount of money that is given out on an annual basis.
Before I get into the details of how you can help, I thought it would be helpful to revisit how and why the
Foundation was established. In 1959, the H.C.S.C. Club held it’s first National Convention in Denver, in honor of
Mr. Penney’s 84th birthday. During the convention, it was mentioned that several retired management associates
were having financial difficulties and needed assistance. The Foundation was incorporated in California, on
September 20, 1960. Mr. Penney made a sizeable personal contribution.
The Foundation has provided assistance to many associates over the years. We currently have 13 associates
in several states receiving assistance. Assistance is given as determined by the Foundation Board’s review
of each applicant’s income, living necessities and medical expenses. We provide assistance that may include
a monthly income, or help with home repairs. Recently, we provided a new roof for one recipient and a new
heating system for another. Other assistance helps with nursing home costs and/or health care provided in the
home.
Now, how can you help? I mentioned that we need to increase the amount of our distributions on an annual
basis per the Federal guidelines of 501(c)3 organizations. We are analyzing current recipients’ requests to see
if they require additional funding, however, the bottom line is we need more recipients. This is a hard one, as
Penney people are very proud and hesitate to ask for assistance. If you or anyone you know of needs help,
please let us know. This information will be kept strictly confidential and only shared with the Foundation board.
In order to be eligible, the retired associate, or spouse of associate is deceased, must be at least 60 years of
age and have completed at least 20 years of honorable service. The associate need not be a member of the
National Alumni club, or any local alumni club to be eligible. Every retired associate who meets these criteria is
eligible to be considered for assistance.
Now for the easy part: to be compliant with the IRS guidelines and maintain our 501(c)3 tax-exempt status we
need to average $100,000, annually, in donations, thus, why we need your assistance in raising money for
the Foundation. The Foundation would be very grateful to receive any amount that you would give, either on a
monthly basis, annual, or one-time donation. Your contribution is tax deductible. If every member of the Local
Meeting Groups donated $100, we could easily make our goal. Some associates have included the Foundation
in their wills and family trusts. It is also possible to set up a charitable trust to assist the Foundation.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and assistance. Please send your check, made out to the H.C.S.C.
Foundation, and any referrals for assistance to Larry Noble at the address listed below. If you have any
question regarding the Foundation, contact any of the following board officers.
Chairman Paul Simons
1237 Miramar
Fullerton, CA 92831
714-871-1730

www.jcpalumniclub.org

Vice Chairman Ron Salzetti
7245 Sanderling Court
Carlsbad, CA 92011
760-431-5371

Secretary/Treasurer
Larry Noble
15220 Green Valley Drive
Chino Hills, CA 91709
909-597-4678
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								Fred Faulkner and Allen Bell

Florida Suncoast
Thirty members and guests gathered at the Bayou
Country Club in Largo, Florida. The invocation
was given by Walt Haleske proceeded by a lovely
luncheon and official meeting.
President Bob Gravatt called the meeting to order
and asked each table for introductions, birthdays,
and anniversaries. All were observed. Treasurer
Phyllis Roman gave the treasury report. The
balance was $1,377.29.
President Bob Gravatt stated there are outstanding
dues that haven’t been paid as of February 2014.
He asked everyone to check on this matter.
Terri Florence gave a report on Gill Neely, he is
recuperating and plans to be playing golf by the end
of February. He’s amazing!

Fred Faulkner made a motion to donate, and Dick
Powell seconded it with a $50 donation.
President Bob Gravatt closed the meeting with
pictures of our club.
The next meeting will be March 6, 2014, at the
Palm-Air Country Club, Sarasota, Florida.
Attendees: Allen Bell, Fred and Barbara Faulkner,
Terry and Diana Florence, Joe and Terri Giovingo,
Don and Jane Guilmette, Bob Gravatt, Walt and
Beth Ann Haleski, Gloria Harris, Jerry and Peggy
Hart, Anita Kishbaugh, Earl and Peggy Land, Jim,
Norinne, and Janet McLaughlin, Dick and Lois
Powell, Phyllis Roman, Ken and Cynthia Russo,
Sally Scott, Laird and Joyce Spaulding, Robert
Steinmetz.

Fred Faulkner presented Allen Bell with his 50
year pin and said, “You now have your wings.” Fred
Faulkner, our national representative, stated the
H.C.S.C. Foundation will have to pay taxes this year.
There will be a memorial service for Bob Hagerman
on Sunday. Earl Land brought up the fact that other
clubs give donations to the H.C.S.C. Foundation.
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Al Bell receiving 50 year pin from Fred Faulkner
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Don & Kay Smykowski, Marian Moline, Doug Geck,
MariAnne Geck & Ray Moline

Carol & Don McCormick

Heart of America
Twenty-two people from the Heart of America Local
Meeting Group gathered in Kansas City to enjoy
each other’s company.
We met for refreshments at the LaQuinta hotel, mid
afternoon. After everyone was accounted for, we
moved up the street to Jack Stack for a wonderful
dinner. Jack Stack is a great local BBQ restaurant.
Some of our group’s members currently reside in
or around Kansas City, but those who were staying
at the hotel had breakfast there, and then we all
met again to caravan to Union Station, our famous
train station. We attended the King Tut exhibit, a
wonderful display of reproductions of the treasures
of Egypt. A few of us have been to Egypt and had
seen many of the actual displays, as well as King
Tut’s mummified body, but we felt this display was
as good or better than the real thing, except, of
course, that it is not in Egypt.
Across the way from Union Station is the National
Monument and memorial to World War I. The two
places make an impressive complex, especially
this close to Memorial Day. The train station has a
“Harvey House” restaurant that has served meals
to many people coming and going on the trains
passing through. This was a busy station during
the wars and it has been restored and is in lovely
condition. After touring the exhibit, the group had
lunch at Harvey House. Some went home to water
plants (nap time) and some went back to the hotel
to relax a while. We gathered again later in the
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afternoon, and Doug Geck had a short business
meeting. Each attendee had a turn relating what
was new in their world and how they are spending
their retirement days. Everyone felt retirement is
quite nice and seems to keep very busy.
That evening we all went to a local restaurant for
dinner and then said our good-byes until next time.
Attendees: Doug and MariAnne Geck, Fran and
Harry Rediger, Don and Kay Smykowski, Art and
Paula Delmez, Ray and Marian Moline, Don and
Carol McCormick, Phil and Normalene Kline, Gary
and Jill Grosse, Jim and Jean Edwards, Felix and
Kay Bluml, and Ras and Carolyn Rasmussen.

Phil and Normalene Kline
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Felix & Kay Bluml, Jean & Jim Edwards and
Ray Moline

Paula & Art Delmez, Jim Edwards, Jill Grosse,
Gary Grosse and Jean Edwards

Fran & Harry Rediger
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Jim Campbell
I was 16 years old, and in my senior year at Uintah
High School in eastern Utah, when I started
working for JCPenney in Vernal. It all began
when the Distributive Education students ran
the JCPenney store for one day. A sales contest
was held, and I won! That propelled me into an
interview with the assistant manager, Milt Novak,
who later became the manager of the Waukegan,
Illinois, store. My first assignment was marking the
merchandise with a “hand crank” ticket machine.
My other chores included post office runs, cleaning
the “johns,” sweeping the floors and sidewalks,
cleaning the fixture room, trimming the windows
and also stocking the shelves at night. The cash
transactions were unique and used an intricate
system of wires connected to the cash office on
the balcony. Our wrapping procedure was simple,
just wrapping paper and string and no bags of any
kind. Our customers were mainly oil men, ranchers,
farmers, Ute Indians and a few business men and
their families.
In the fall of 1948, I transferred to the “big” store in
Salt Lake City, Utah. This store was ninth in volume
in the entire company with just under seven million
dollars in sales. It was at this store that I got to meet
Mr. Penney numerous times and learned by his
example how to be aware of the customer and to
serve them.

year stint in the Korean War, I returned to Penney’s
as a department manager over piece goods,
women’s dresses, coats, millinery and toys. Later, I
became floor manager. It was in this Salt Lake City
store that I learned the meaning of the “Penney
Family.” We were the first store to achieve a million
dollar December, and the first store to rack up sales
of a hundred thousand dollars in one day!
In many ways, Mr. Penney was my mentor as I
watched his example of salesmanship, his interest
in the customer, his attention to detail, and his
love for the company he founded. In 1913, five of
Mr. Penney’s partners met at the Hotel Utah in
Salt Lake City, and drafted a Code of Ethics for
the company; guidelines to provide a moral basis
and business basis for all decision making. I’d like
to share them with you because they shaped my
career with this company:
1. To serve the public, as nearly as we can, to its
complete satisfaction.
2. To expect for the service we render, a fair
remuneration and not all the profit the traffic will
bear.
3. To do all in our power to pack the customers’
dollar full of value, quality and satisfaction.
4. To continue to train ourselves and our
associates so that the service we give will be
more and more intelligently performed.

In 1949, I married my high school sweetheart,
Marie Manwaring, from Naples, Utah. After a two-
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Jim receiving Chairman’s Award from W.R. Howell

5. To improve constantly the human factor in our
business.
6. To reward men and women in our organization
through participation in what the business
produces.
7. To test our every policy, method and act in this
wise: ‘Does it square with what is right and just?’
In 1959, a special message was given on many
areas of our business and what our JCPenney
Company believed. An important one was,
“We believe that honesty in our selling... in our
advertising... and in all presentation of our goods...
must always be an absolute essential and ever
present ingredient.”
In 1960, I was transferred to the store on the west
side of Denver, Colorado, and spent five years
there. During this time, we started price breaks in
our women’s hosiery and men’s underwear. We also
started credit and produced a catalog.
JCPenney developed a group concept of
merchandising and I was selected as soft lines
manager for the Denver Group. From 1965 to
1971, I was Sales and Marketing Manager of the
Salt Lake City Group. In 1971, Group Staffs were
discontinued. It was at this time I was offered my
own store in Fremont, Nebraska, and 17 months
later, I was assigned to the brand new Davenport,
Iowa, store. Here I served as Rotary president for
three years. It was during this time I was issued a
call to be the Stake President (like a diocese) in this
area for my church, The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints.
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In the fall of 1984, I was transferred to the fairly
new Benton Harbor, Michigan, JCPenney store
on the banks of the St. Joseph River and Lake
Michigan. It was here that I received the key to
the city from the city fathers. In October, 1991,
I retired and moved to Provo, Utah, where I am
presently residing, to help my first wife Marie assist
her aging and ailing parents. Marie passed away
December 31, 1996. After promising my children
five months later to possibly date 50 women to find
a new wife, and with a 10 qualifying list for a new
wife, I found my “four day miracle” - Nancy McNall
Campbell. I did my homework, of course, and also
interviewed her for three hours before asking her
out for a date... four days later, I asked her to marry
me. We will be married 17 years this August 1, and
have 13 children, 57 grandchildren and 30 greatgrandchildren.
I have found great joy interacting with people...
talking to them and getting to know them, a
throwback to working with JCPenney associates
and customers all those 43 years. JCPenney
provided me a wonderful schooling in developing
lasting relationships with people. We have found
retirement is a time to find some good in the world
around us and to make time to find joy in serving
others. I’m the bread maker in the family and share
my multi-grain bread with neighbors, friends and
family. Nancy and I continue to shop our Provo,
Utah store and have witnessed many changes over
the years. Thank you, JCPenney, for helping me
realize just how much I have valued my experience
with this great company.
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Mason Dixon
The Mason-Dixon Local Meeting Group gathered
at beautiful Cape May, New Jersey, on June 17–18,
2014, for their summer meeting.
Our group stayed at the Grand Hotel of Cape May,
located on the beautiful sandy beaches of the
Atlantic Ocean. Activities were kicked off with early
arrivals for a golf outing Tuesday, at the Avalon Golf
Club. The team competition was fierce, but after all
shots were taken and putts holed, the outcome was
a tie. The tie was broken by the team’s “Stableford”
score a one-point team win. We then enjoyed a
group dinner at the Grand Hotel.
Following breakfast on Wednesday, a trolley picked
up the group at the hotel. We enjoyed an interesting
ride through the streets of historic Cape May. There
was so much history to absorb. Our tour guide
pointed out the early settlers’ homes and their many
achievements. The Victorian architecture on display
from block to block was fascinating, detailed and
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colorful. Especially interesting was the guided tour
of the Emlen Physick Estate, built in 1879. Our
trolley dropped us off for a delicious lunch at The
Washington Inn, then took us back to our hotel. We
met later in the hospitality room for business and
fun before breaking away for dinner.
We would highly recommend Cape May to all as a
destination. If you want to learn more about Cape
May, read “The First Resort” by Ben Miller. The
group departed Cape May on Thursday morning.
Attendees: Karen Groezinger Bell and Forest Bell,
Steve and Patrice Cason, Andy and Pat Ferrone,
John and Carolyn Head, Don Hurst, Jere and
Charma Long, Karl and Betty Leuffen, Ben and
Marcia Preston, Hank and Pat Rusman, Kim and
Nancy Shults, Chuck and Elaine Slupe, Harry and
Gerry Smart, and Bill and Kay Yeomans.
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Andy Ferrone and Don Hurst

John Head, Nancy Shults and Patrice Cason

Karen Bell, Patrice Cason and Forest Bell

John Head and Steve Cason

Pat Ferrone and Marcia Preston

Bill & Kay Yeomans, Ben & Marcia Preston
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Northwest
We held our spring meeting on May 4-5, at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Lake Oswego, Oregon. The two-day
event began Sunday evening with a reception and “get acquainted” social, and concluded with a Monday
evening dinner and wine social.
Our activities began with a group tour of the JCPenney Washington Square store, with store leader
Alan Apodaca greeting us at the door. We were shown many of the new brands and shops that are now
available. Our wives took their own personal shopping tours and loaded up their shopping bags. Later in the
afternoon sightseeing, golfing, shopping or just hanging out at the hotel were available.
Monday evening began with a hospitality hour with old friendships being renewed and old stories
being retold. Four generations were represented, so there was no shortage of great stories. Our guest
speaker was the store leader, Alan Apodaca. He graciously updated on the new programs in place to
build sales via customer traffic, and the importance of customer service as we rebuild our base. Label
brands, merchandise mix, as well as promotional activities were very exciting to hear about. We had a
lively question and answer session following Alan’s remarks. Next, we had a presentation by Gary Linger
in regards to our future Medicare health plans. Gary is involved with a Seattle Hospital and answered
questions from the group.
We also had an update on the H.C.S.C. Foundation status that we brought back from the Washington D.C.
convention. We addressed H.C.S.C. Northwest membership issues, and how to get our current members
to participate in more of our meetings. Several good ideas were discussed and will be implemented in the
coming months.
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Loleta & Lee Rosen

Carol Farquhar,Evelyn Mothershead, Kathleen Cotton

Gary Linger-Mel Mothershed-Alan Apodaca

Jane Krock Hunt & Allan Olson

Jeanie Doss,Guest, Bill Doss,Phil Shama

Stan & Bev Johnson
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Diane & Ron Fazio

Harold Menzel

Southwest
The H.C.S.C. Southwest Local Meeting Group
held its annual “evening at the ballpark” event
on Tuesday, April 22, at the Dr. Pepper Ballpark
in Frisco, Texas. Our group attended an exciting
“Double-A League” baseball game between the
Frisco RoughRiders (associated with the Texas
Rangers) and the San Antonio Missions (associated
with the San Diego Padres).
We enjoyed watching the Frisco RoughRiders take
a 7 to 5 win over the Missions with a tie breaking,
two-run homer in the ninth inning by Jake Skole.
Everyone enjoyed a great evening at the ballpark
with food, friends and fun and we look forward to
our next outing. Seventy-one members of our group
and guests attended this event.

Denny & Jewel Beran
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Attendees: Bill and Patti Alcorn, Al and Dee Bell,
Denny and Jewel Beran, Bill and Lorraine Burns,
Keith and Pat Brooker, Don Brown, John Caldwell,
Tom and Sandra Clarke, Gale Duff Bloom and
Darryl Bloom, Phil and Bunny Esch, Ron and
Diane Fazio, Margaret and Michael Filingeri and
their 19 guests, Bernie Gomon, Don and Marcia
Isch, Al and Barbara Ladwig, Alan Langer, Tom
McGurren, Harold Menzel, Glenn and Teri Mieritz
and Teri’s father, Gerald and Barbara Montgomery,
Marion Shaffer and her two guests, Dick and Kathy
Skinner, Jeannette Siegel and her mother Edith,
Harley and Nancy Snyder, Ted and Sonja Spurlock,
Norm Weslow and two guests, and Ron Winkler.

Gale Duff-Bloom & Darryl Bloom

Margaret & Michael Filingeri
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Al Bell, Terry Prindiville, Dave Byers,
Mac Whitson and Lorin Hungsburg

Al Ladwig, Glenn Mieritz
and Tom McGurren

Jeannette Siegel, Bill Alcorn, Doug Boyle
and John Caldwell

Barger Tygart, Robin Caldwell, Glenn Harrison, Ted
Spurlock and Don Isch

The Southwest Local Meeting Group held a Breakfast Chat at Le Peeps restaurant in Plano, Texas on Monday,
March 17, 2014. Jeannette Siegel organized and hosted the event. The attendees had a great breakfast and a
chance to catch up with fellow H.C.S.C. Southwest Members. The first ten attendees who arrived wearing green
were presented with a live clover plant to take home as a remembrance of our great time.
This reminds us of an old Irish saying “For each petal on the shamrock, this brings a wish your way - good
health, good luck, and happiness for today and every day” (Author Unknown).
Attendees: Bill Alcorn, Al Bell, Doug Boyle, Dave Byers, John Caldwell, Robin Caldwell, Tom Clarke, Margaret
Filingeri, Glenn Harrison, Lorin Hungsburg, Don Isch, Al Ladwig, Tom McGurren, Harold Menzel, Glenn Mieritz,
Gerry Montgomery, Barbara Montgomery, Terry Prindiville, Steve Shapiro, Jeannette Siegel, Ted Spurlock,
Barger Tygart and Mac Whitson.
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Maureen & Dick Stecher			

Bob & Ferne Gibson			

Teresa & Bob Cote

Dixie
On Sunday, April 27, 2014, President Bob Cote,
along with Teresa Cote and other officers, welcomed
eighty-nine arriving guests at the Marriott Lodge &
Spa, Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, Georgia.
Guests were provided with souvenir bags containing
an event agenda, list of attendees, area information
and a special jar of Mayhaw Jelly from the farm of
Teresa Cote’s mother’s farm in Southern Mississippi.
Mayhaw Jelly is a rare delicacy made from tart red
berries. This was a special gift which all appreciated.
Sunday evening began with a social hour. Bob Cote
welcomed guests and covered the events for the next
few days, and Will Arant gave a prayer of thanksgiving
prior to what was the first of many delicious meals to
be served during our stay. The first night began with a
wonderful seafood buffet.
A hospitality room was provided each day for guests
to enjoy a selection of hot and cold breakfast items,
along with coffee and juice before the beginning of
each day. The hospitality room was also a place to
visit in the afternoon for some refreshments and
relaxation with friends.
Monday morning, seventy-seven guests boarded
buses for what was to be a memorable first day. The
first stop was a visit to FDR’s Little White House in
Warm Springs, Georgia. Built in 1932, this historic
site served as retreat for the President, and is where
he suffered a massive stroke and died. The group
then moved on to the Warm Springs Pools, which
FDR frequented for treatment in his battle with Polio.
The next stop on the tour was a lunch of Southern
fried chicken and all the trimmings and desserts, at
the Bulloch House Restaurant located in a turn of
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the century home by the cofounder of Warm Springs.
Several guests, who did not take the tour, decided to
explore and enjoy the gardens that morning. Then, all
guests had the afternoon free.
Monday evening, despite a forecast of heavy rains
and severe thunderstorms for that evening, guests
gathered for a social hour prior to sitting down to
a wonderful outdoor barbeque buffet on the patio
gardens of the hotel. Bill Watson offered a prayer of
grace and guests once again enjoyed a well prepared
meal.
In the early hours of Tuesday morning the heavy rains
and thunderstorms moved in and guests on the upper
floors were awakened by hotel staff at 4:30 AM to
relocate to a conference room on the main level as
there was a tornado sighting in the area. After a short
stay of 40 minutes and hot coffee, guests returned
to their rooms. Eventually the storms moved out and
so did the golfers for the scenic Lake View course
located on the grounds of Callaway. Other guests
boarded buses for escorted tour of the Gardens,
others visited the many local area shops and antique
stores, and two guests hit the tennis courts. Golf
winners for the event were: 1st place- Jack Clancy,
Jack Bailey, Bill & Patti Alcorn, 2nd place - Bob Cote,
Tom Hutchens, and Ted West. Also, Charlie Haygood
and Jack Bailey won for closest to the pin and Charlie
added longest drive winner to his take home prizes.
Tuesday afternoon was the annual business
meeting presided over by Bill Webb along with Bob
Cote. A moment of silence followed for those who
were no longer with us. New members also were
acknowledged. After a brief financial overview of
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Becky & John Chapman, Carroll and Sandra Roberts		

Rose & Will Arant				
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Carol & Jerry Green
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Brad Wonnacot & Margaret Yeager		

Carolina & Ron Clair			 Bill & Sandy Watson			
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Bill & Susan Webb

Joel & Pat Hennessee

Mary & Phil Mynat
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Jeanette & Wriston Thompson		

Jim Smith				
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Gaines & Bill Neill

Jack & Pat Bailey, Jack & Lorraine Clancy
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Nancy Hutchens, Ginny & John Layman
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Ellen & Dennis White			
Cecil Naftel, Patti Alcorn, Cathy Naftel
					 and Bill Alcorn

Ida Rae, A.B. Bryant, Jean & Walt Totten

Sheila & Bob Cartwright		

Don & Margaret Yeager

Ted & Beverly West

our LMG finances, the subject of efforts to attract new members was discussed along with reminding all local
members to support both the National Alumni Club as well as the Local Meeting Group by maintaining current
membership.
Officers for 2015 were nominated and elected: President - Dennis White, 1st Vice-President - Jack Johndrow;
2nd Vice-President - Jerry Green; Secretary/ Treasurer – Bill Webb; H.C.S.C. Foundation Representative - Ed
Savold. Meeting sites were decided, for 2015, Charlotte, North Carolina and 2016, Asheville, North Carolina.
Prior to the farewell banquet and awards dinner, guests gathered one more time for social hour before sitting
down to another enjoyable meal. Gaylan Good offered a prayer of appreciation and friendship. After dinner,
golf awards were presented by Dennis White, and Bob Cote was given a special recognition award for the
planning and execution of a successful and memorable venue. Bob then recognized those members having
achieved their 50 year milestone of service. He, along with Ted Seaman, presented the 50-year pins to those
present along with reading a biography of their JCP journey. Those present for their pins: Bob Gibson, Bill Neill,
Roger Sawyer, and Gaylan Good. Many of the other guests were recognized, with various humorous awards
presented by Jeannette Thompson and Margaret Yeager.

Continued on the next page...

Terry & Tony Nottage			
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Hugh & Donna Stephens			

Roger & Pam Sawyer
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Cathy & Charlie Haygood			

Sandra & Carroll Roberts		

Dave & Sue English

Bob closed the event, thanking all of those in attendance, wishing them a safe journey home, and extended an
invitation to get together again in 2015 in Charlotte, North Carolina. Wednesday morning, after having some last
minute breakfast items in the Hospitality room, guests departed taking with them fond memories of friends and
hospitality.
Attendees: Bill & Patti Alcorn, Will & Rose Arant, Jack & Pat Bailey Jr., Leon Brown, A.B. & Ida Rae Bryant, Bob
& Sheila Cartwright, John & Becky Chapman, Jack & Lorraine Clancy, Ron & Carolina Clair, Bob & Teresa
Cote, Chester & Mildred Dowdle, Steve & Susan Draper, Dave & Sue English, Ken & Carol Fuller, Bob & Ferne
Gibson, Gaylan & Sandy Good, Jerry & Carol Green, John & Linda Gresham, Charlie & Cathy Haygood, Joel
& Pat Hennessee, Tom & Nancy Hutchens, Jack & Kim Johndrow, Roy & Katherine Kesley, John & Ginny
Layman, John & Theresa Minter, Phil & Mary Mynat, Cecil and Cathy Naftel, Bill & Gaines Neill,Tony & Terry
Nottage, Carroll & Sandra Roberts, Bob Rainey, Beth Roper, Ed & Eileen Savold, Roger & Pam Sawyer, Ted &
Barbara Seaman, Jim Smith, Dick & Maureen Stecher, Hugh & Donna Stephens, Wriston & Jeanette Thompson,
Walt & Jean Totten, Bill & Sandy Watson, Bill & Susan Webb, Ted & Beverly West, Dennis & Ellen White, Brad
Wonnacott, and Don & Margaret Yeager. Guests: Mary Katherine and Jimmy Hughes.

John & Theresa Minter			
Bob Gibson, Gaylan Good, Bill Neill
					 and Roger Sawyer

Ted West, A.B. Bryant, Brad Wonnacott
& Tom Hutchens
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John & Linda Gresham			

Bob Rainey & Carolina Clair

Beth Roper
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In Memoriam

JCPenney Partners & Spouses we will miss

Richard H. (Dick) Abercrombie (March 10, 2014) - Dick passed away in Naples, Florida, after a long
bout with Alzheimer’s disease. He is survived by his wife Carol (who resides in Naples, Florida) his
five children, 14 grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. Dick was born in Buffalo, New York, and
began his 42-year JCPenney career there in 1953. He had many achievements and acquired many
friends throughout his management assignments in Toledo, Ohio, (1966-1970) Bay Shore, New York,
(1970-1974) New Hyde Park, New York, (1974-1976) Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, (1976-1977), New York,
New York, (1977-1979) Columbus, Ohio, (1979-1986) Ann Arbor, Michigan, (1986-1990) and Toms
River, New Jersey, (1990-1995) where he retired as Store Manager. Condolences may be sent to:
3904 Forest Glen Blvd. #101, Naples, Florida 34114.
Mary Studer Cook (February, 2014) - Mary is the widow of Eugene (Gene) Cook, who passed away
in 2008. Gene was the former JCPenney Manager of the Sun Ray Store in St. Paul, Minnesota. Mary
was an Executive Sales Associate for Burnett Realty for 21 years, and was very active in the White
Bear Lake Chamber of Commerce and various volunteer projects. She is survived by three children,
five grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.
George DeSousa (July 17, 2014) - George started his JCPenney Career in 1941. He retired from the
home office in New York. George is survived by his wife, Alice, son, Bob and daughter, Elaine Frawley.
Condolences may be sent to: 50 Simpson Drive, Old Beth Page, New York 11804.
Mary E. Gearing (October 15, 2013) - Mary is the wife of Derald, who retired in 1993, from Fort
Dodge, Iowa. Mary loved to attend church, bake, cook, play dominoes, and spend time with her family.
In her senior years she took up oil painting and loved to spend time painting with her friends and
grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to: 3737 E. JoBean Rd. Box A12, Port Charlotte,
Florida 33953.
Maurine Hintz (May 15, 2014) - Maurine was preceded in death by her devoted husband Lee Hintz.
She is survived by her children, Jan Simpson and Lee Hintz, as well as her granddaughter, grandsons
and a great-granddaughter. Her family was her most beloved treasure. She taught high school vocal
music from 1941-1944. She married her husband, Lee, in 1944. They had 12 homes in eight different
states as Lee advanced in his 38-year career with JCPenney. Lee was President of the H.C.S.C.
North Central Local Meeting Group in 1981, and Maurine served as Secretary/Treasurer in 1987. At
all stages of her life, Maurine has been an avid supporter of symphony and choral groups, and has
sung in choirs wherever she has lived. She loved to travel, visiting 12 different countries in her lifetime.
Maurine has been a committed member of P.E.O. International Sisterhood, a philanthropic educational
organization supporting women. Condolences may be directed to: 727 Summit Lake Ct., Knoxville,
Tennessee 37922.
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In Memoriam

JCPenney Partners & Spouses we will miss

Ron Farquhar (July, 2014) - Ron graduated with a degree in photography from the Brooks Institute
in Santa Barbara, California and served two years in the Army as a crime scene photographer at
the Presidio base in San Francisco. Natives of Compton, California, Ron and Carol Farquhar moved
to Clallam County, Washington in 1990, after Ron was named to manage the JCPenney store in
downtown Port Angeles, Washington. Ron had a 33-year career with JCPenney. He was a member of
the Sequim City Council from 2002 to 2007. Ron was also a part of forming the sister city partnership
with the city of Shiso in Hyogo Prefecture, Japan, traveling with students from Sequim High School
as a chaperone on a 2006 goodwill trip. Ron is survived by his wife Carol, two sons, and four
grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to: 250 Coral Drive, Sequim, Washington 98382.
Charles DeWitt Huddleston (May 21, 2014) - Charlie served in the United States Army from June 8,
1943 to January 13, 1946. He received the Combat Infantryman Badge, Philippine Liberation Ribbon
with one Bronze Service Star, WWII Victory Medal, Asiatic Pacific Theater Ribbon with three Bronze
Service Stars, and the Good Conduct Medal. After a year and a half at the University of Kentucky,
Charlie began his career with JCPenney in Dyersburg, Tennessee. On June 26, 1949, Charlie married
Carey Francis Hester in Dyersburg. He rose to position of manager in Paris, Tennessee. He served 36
years with JCPenney, ending his career in Middlesboro. Charlie was active in many civic organizations
and served as a deacon and then elder in the Presbyterian Church. Charlie is survived by his wife,
Carey, a son, granddaughter, and two great-grandsons.
Robert (Bob) Joyce Key, Jr. (May 31, 2014) - Bob and Bebe, resided in Georgetown for the last
18 years after living in several Texas cities due to career moves with JCPenney. Bob followed in
his dad’s business career footsteps, working for JCPenney for 35 years, retiring in College Station,
Texas, in 1993. He opened the new JCPenney store there in 1986. His long career was spent at
JCPenney stores in Irving, Dallas, Seguin, Kerrville, and College Station, Texas. He retired after a long
and successful career as Store Manager. Bob is survived by his loving wife, Bebe Key, son, Robert
Key III and his wife, Christy, and three grandsons. Condolences may be sent to: 33 Meadows End,
Georgetown, Texas 78628.
Jean Laing (April 26, 2014) - John and Jean retired from JCPenney in Portage, Wisconsin in 1994.
She is survived by her husband John, daughters, Debbie and Nancy, as well as nine grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren. Condolences may be directed to John at their residence:
110 11th Ave N, Princeton, Minnesota 55371.
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In Memoriam

JCPenney Partners & Spouses we will miss

Gil Leight (May 23, 2014) - Husband of Sharon Leight, who began her JCPenney career in 1972, and
retired as Vice President Director of Compensation and Benefits in 2010. Sharon is the chairman of the
National H.C.S.C. Alumni Club. Gil attended school in New York City, where he taught briefly at several
institutions of higher learning. The family moved to New Jersey, where Gil continued to develop his
career as a speech pathologist and Professor of Communication Sciences and Disorders at Montclair
State College (now Montclair State University). For the next 25 years, Gil devoted his professional time
and attention to teaching his students how to care for those with profound communication problems,
often resulting from stroke or head injury. He was especially proud to have developed an innovative
program to help nursing home residents maintain their cognitive and communication skills. In 1978, Gil
met, and later married, Sharon. Some of their happiest moments were spent on the ballroom dance
floor, as well as listening to favorite tunes, old and new. Gil is survived by his wife, Sharon, his children
Dana, Adam and Michele, as well as his three grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to Sharon and
family at: 3004 Malibu Place, Plano, Texas 75023.
Willard (Bill) Loney (June 3, 2014) - Bill retired after a 35-year career at JCPenney. He was the
Manager at the O’Neil, Nebraska store before retiring in 1997. Condolences may be sent to:
610 Indian Creek Dr., Trophy Club, Texas 76260.
Pat La Plante (June 10, 2014) - Pat married her high school sweetheart, Donald. They were married
for nearly 67 years. Don began his JCPenney career in 1947, and retired in 1997. Pat was a devoted
wife and mother and raised six wonderful children. She enjoyed traveling and cruising the world. Pat
was the “hostess with the mostest.” For many years she and Don enjoyed having wine tasting and
dinner parties in their home. Pat is survived by her husband Don, sons Stephan, Michael and James,
daughters Julie, Catherine and Marsha, 13 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. Condolences
may be sent to: 615 Accacia Way #31, Woodland, California 95695.
H. J. “Jim” Madigan (April 13, 2014) - Jim was an executive with JCPenney for almost 30 years. He
was store manager of JCPenney at Vintage Faire Mall in Modesto, California, from 1977, until his
retirement in 1984. He also managed the downtown JCPenney store in 1970, and 1971. Prior to that,
he was JCPenney district manager in Southern California, and then promoted to regional manager in
San Francisco, and then Denver, Colorado, where he was responsible for the sales and merchandise
promotions for 250 stores in an 18 state area (including Alaska). In 1972, he opened the Tanforan
Center store in San Bruno; it was the largest store in the company. For health reasons he requested
to come back to Modesto, and manage the new Vintage Faire store. While in Modesto, Madigan was a
director on many non-profit boards, President of the Associated Business Credit Bureau in 1982-1983,
held leadership positions with numerous retail organizations, and was an advisor for MJC business
classes. Always considered an excellent merchant, he was best known as a “people person.” He and
his late wife, Marguerite, successfully bred and raced thoroughbred horses throughout the West and
Midwest. Jim Madigan is survived by his daughters, Kathleen and Sandra, his grandson, and two
great-grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to the family: Dr. Kathleen Madigan, Accountability
Works, Democracy Plaza, 6701 Democracy Blvd., Suite 300 Bethesda, Maryland 20817.
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Merle Arthur Miller (March 28, 2014) - Merle began working for JCPenney in 1948, in Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. He later moved to Le Mars, Iowa; Yankton, South Dakota; Lake City, Minnesota; Green Bay,
Wisconsin; Rock Rapids, Iowa and ending up in Worthington, Minnesota, in 1962. He worked for
JCPenney for 35 years and retired from the company in 1983. He was preceded in death by his wife,
Goldie. Merle was a member of Westminster Presbyterian Church, serving as Elder and Clerk of
Session. He was also past president of noon Kiwanis. He was a member of the VFW Post #3958,
and the American Legion #5, American Cancer Society, a trustee of the Elks Lodge #2287, Chairman
of the Nobles County Library Board, RSVP, and a guide at Pioneer Village. Merle enjoyed being
Santa Claus at Pioneer Village, an elderly housing facility. He is survived by his son, Terry, three
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
Gail Diane Prindiville (May 31, 2014) - Gail married her childhood sweetheart, Terry S. Prindiville,
in 1956. In their latter years, after their family was raised, Gail and Terry lived in Vail, and Edwards,
Colorado, and attended The Vail Church in Avon, Colorado. Her husband, Terry, retired from JCPenney
1995 after a 37 year career. She is survived by her husband, Terry S. Prindiville of McKinney, Texas,
son Terry Prindville Jr. and wife Lisa of Edwards, Colorado, son Charles Prindiville of Las Vegas,
Nevada, daughter, Helen Hunt and husband Tom Hunt of McKinney, Texas, and son Matthew
Prindiville of Dallas, Texas. She leaves 13 grandchildren and one great-grandchild that will deeply miss
their Nana. Condolences may be sent to: 1402 Windsor Dr., Mckinney, Texas 75070.
Carol E. Schultz (May 10, 2014) - Beloved wife for 61 years of the late Earl H. Schultz. Carol was the
loving mother of David and Robert Schultz and grandmother of Sara and Jack. Carol loved her family,
summers on Legend Lake, winters in Alabama, and her home in Milwaukee. Earl and Carol retired
in 1986, from JCPenney in Waukesha, Wisconsin. Condolences may be sent to: 2771 N 69th St.,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53210.
Dave Smith (April 19, 2014) - Dave was a member of the Washington State Air National Guard for five
years. His 38 year career with JCPenney began in Mount Vernon, Washington, and from there took the
family to Seattle, Portland, Las Vegas and finally Phoenix, specifically Tempe. He retired in 1996, as
Regional Operations Manager. Dave and Nancy moved from Tempe, to Sun Lakes, in 1986. As long
time Sun Lakes residents, they enjoyed golfing and traveling the world together, along with gaining
many friendships. Dave and Nancy enjoyed spending holidays with family and taking the grandkids
and great-grandkids for rides in the golf cart. Dave is survived by his wife of 56 years, Nancy, son,
daughter, grandchildren, and three great-grandsons. Condolences may be sent to: Nancy Smith,
25834 S. Howard Dr., Sun Lakes, Arizona 85248.
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Shirley Spurgeon (May 16, 2014) - Shirley is the wife of Jerry Spurgeon. Jerry and Shirley retired
from Catalog Operations in 1990, and relocated from the Milwaukee area, to Keowee Key, in Salem,
South Carolina, spending the past 20 plus years in that beautiful “retirement area,” along with many
other JCPenney friends and associates. About a year ago, they returned to Wisconsin. She is survived
by her husband of 65 years, a son and daughter, 4 grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren.
Condolences may be sent to Jerry and family at: 212 Canyon Pass, Hudson, Wisconsin 54101.
Gregory Stoltz, III (March 20, 2014) - Greg served his country in the Vietnam War as a member of
the United States Army, where he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal. Greg lost his wife, Jeanne,
in January. He is survived by sons, Richard and Gregory, and daughters, Annie and Katie, and their
respective spouses, along with six grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to:
2952 Hartford Dr., Bettendorf, Iowa 52722.
Richard Stone (May 11, 2014) - Dick served in the United States Army from 1953-1955. Dick spent
36 years in his career with JCPenney in various store and district management positions. He was
awarded the Chairman’s Award of Excellence in 1987 and 1988. He was known as a mentor for his
management staff and managers in his district. He and his wife Ruth retired in 1993, and moved to
Ponca City, Oklahoma, where he volunteered on the Board of Commissioners and served as Mayor
for three years. Dick will be remembered for serving his work, family and friends in many volunteer
organizations. He is survived by his wife Ruth, children Scott and Elizabeth Ann, three grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to: 1409 North Reveille Dr., Ponca City,
Oklahoma 74604.
Howard H. Wiese (July 8, 2014) - Howard graduated from Tech High School in Omaha in 1948. He
served in the Korean War. In 1956, he married Doris Hoffert-Hansen. Together, they raised their son,
Steven R. Hansen. Howard was a devoted employee of JCPenney for 46 years and held a variety
of positions. After he retired from JCPenney in 1990, he worked for Sverdrup Engineering and later
for Jacobs Engineering in Irvine, California. Howard also served on the boards of the Southern
California H.C.S.C. Local Meeting Group and the National H.C.S.C. Foundation. Howard was a longtime member of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church in El Toro, California and served as an elder for
many years. Howard is survived by his son and daughter-in-law, Steven and Ann Hansen of Forsyth,
Missouri. Condolences can be sent to Steve and Ann Hansen at: 155 Reserve Way, Forsyth,
Missouri 65653.
Michael Zurbriggen (March 28, 2014) - Michael married his wife, Darlene (Dee Dee) in Austin,
Minnesota, and moved to Phoenix in 1971. He was employed at JCPenney and retired from
management in 1996. Survived by his wife, Dee Dee, three children and their spouses, and eight
grandchildren. Condolences may be directed to: 3818 W. Rue DeLamour Ave, Phoenix, Arizona 85209.
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Special Appreciation
Martin Doviak (February 5, 1914 – February 12, 1999) In honor and
memory of Martin Doviak, who would have been 100 years old on
February 12, 2014. Martin served as National Chairman of the H.C.S.C.
Alumni Club from 1975-1980, and as Chairman of the H.C.S.C.
Foundation from 1983-1988. Martin was honored to serve these
organizations which were very important to him. Martin’s son, Martin
Jr., and his daughter, Diane Webb, have honored his memory and this
occasion with a generous donation to the H.C.S.C. Foundation.
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