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With Bob’s subtle southern drawl, it can be
hard to believe that he originally hails from
Portland, Maine-at least, until his love for
lobster gives him away. Bob grew up a ‘retail
brat’ thanks to his father’s long career with
Montgomery Ward. He relocated with his family
ten times prior to attending the University of
Southern Mississippi, where he began the next
stage of his life in the South.
After graduating from college and interviewing
with several companies, Bob chose jcpenney.
He was given three choices as to where he
would begin work as a trainee – Tennessee,
Georgia, or Florida. Though the panhandle’s
sunny beaches seemed like a great place for
a recent college graduate, Bob decided upon
Georgia after receiving a call from the Regional
Office. Per their recommendation, he settled
in Atlanta (Store 1428-Greenbriar), where he
began his 37 year career under Bill Neill, Sr., a
Store Manager known for his training expertise.
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After moving through the trainee phase and
becoming a Department Manager with various
responsibilities, Bob’s next store assignment
came with the opening of the new Cortana Mall
(Store #102) in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. From
there, Bob received his first GMM assignment
in another new store in Hammond, Louisiana
(#1747). After two years, Bob was transferred
to Jackson, Mississippi, continuing as GMM
in Store #1055 until its closing, and moving to
newly opened Store #2168 in Ridgeland, (a
suburb of Jackson) in 1984. When jcpenney
created the Business Planning Manager
position in 1988, Bob was selected to go to
Mobile, Alabama, (#219) as the Home BPM. It
was here that he had the fortune of working for
Don Yeager, who became a tremendous mentor
and strong supporter in this new assignment.
Roughly two years later, Bob received the
opportunity he had long been working for – the
position of Store Manager. Bob’s first store
was in Christiansburg, Virginia, (#2300) an
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opportunity many would have called ‘a bird’s
nest on the ground’! At this point, Bob could not
have imagined a greater job at jcpenney.
In October of 1991, Bob was promoted to
the Regional Office to act as the Geographic
Regional Merchandiser responsible for Men’s,
Children’s, and Home. It proved to be a
rewarding assignment that introduced him to
tremendous jcpenney associates throughout
the Southeastern Region and gave him the
experience of working with the Home Office in
Dallas. In June of 1993, Bob was assigned the
Store Manager position for a new store (#834)
scheduled to open in Alpharetta, Georgia, in
late October of that year. Though there are
many stories to tell from the opening of that
store, including an appearance by Stevie
Wonder, and a stock analyst walk-through on
the Monday after ‘3 Big Days’ only three weeks
after opening – the most unusual must have
been that this store was partially re-modeled,

prior to opening! It was truly a one-of-a-kind
experience.
Bob later rejoined the Regional staff, first as
RBPM of the Children’s Division, followed by
RBPM of the Men’s Division the next year.
In August of 1995, he was moved to the
Home Office to assume the role of Director of
Sales Planning for the company. This wasan
exceptional opportunity to gain insight into the
inner workings of the business, and to have the
chance to work side-by-side with many of the
Company’s top executives.
Following this experience, Bob was promoted
to District Manager in Winston Salem,
North Carolina, a position that had been
his ultimate ‘dream job’ since day one of his
career. Working with Store Managers and
associates in individual locations to build
profitable businesses was an enriching, fulfilling
experience. In 2002, Bob and his family made
Continued on the next page...
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their final move to Richmond, Virginia, where he
also served as DM with another exciting group
of stores and associates. Twice during this time,
Bob and his team were honored to be recognized
as Chairman’s Award winners. Bob retired in April
of 2008, and is currently active in the Dixie Group
and Deep South Group, along with the National
H.C.S.C.
There are hundreds of people who contributed
to making Bob’s career what it was, and he is
forever grateful to all of them. In addition to the
Penney partners previously mentioned, Bob is
also thankful for the support, patience, and trust
that Joe Pearce, Dick Taylor, Carroll Jones, and
Ted Seaman showed him, as well as the many
contemporaries who challenged him to be better
along the way.
Bob and his wife, Teresa, have been happily
married for 27 years. They have one daughter,
Heather, a 2009 graduate of James Madison
University, now working in Washington, DC.
Bob’s two older children, Bobby and Michelle,
reside in Atlanta, and are both married with
newborns – the ‘grandparenting thing’ is a new
and exciting experience for the Cote’s!
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The first years of retirement have flown by. Bob
and Teresa have stayed busy with trips to visit
relatives in the South, and excursions to Niagara
Falls, Nashville, Savannah, the Baseball Hall
of Fame, the NASCAR Hall of Fame, and the
Georgia Aquarium, just to name a few. Their
‘bucket list’ is brimming with more vacation
destinations as they continue to plan for future
adventures.
When at home, church activities and golf outings
are the norm. Bob is fortunate to call fellow jcp
retirees Charlie Haygood and Wriston Thompson
his close friends and golfing buddies. In addition
to playing golf and reminiscing about ‘the good
old days’ once or twice a week with a group of
retirees from different walks of life, the friends
have also traveled on golf outings together to
Hilton Head and Pinehurst.
The Penney Company was an incredible place to
work, offering a diverse range of opportunities,
challenges, and the excitement of knowing
that no two days would ever be the same.
Bob is eternally thankful for the experience he
was given, and looks forward to his continued
involvement with the company retiree network.
www.jcpalumniclub.org

Lunching at the Olde Pink House

Betty Leuffen & Marcia Preston

Mason Dixon
The Mason Dixon Local Meeting Group
celebrated their Spring 2012 Meeting in historic
Savannah, GA, hosted by John and Carolyn
Head, from April 23-26. Twenty-two members
shared a wonderful time dining out, touring,
and remembering old times at the hospitality
gatherings. While the golfers enjoyed a great day
on the links on Tuesday, Carolyn Head hosted
the spouses on an enjoyableshopping tour in the
Historic area. Golf awards were presented by
John Head at the Wednesday evening hospitality.
“Lowest gross” went to Steve Cason, “low net” to
Hank Rusman, “most congenial” to Forest Bell,
and “best dressed in Ohio State apparel” to Ben
Preston. “Best all around golfer” prize went to
Mike Wilder. Tuesday evening’s dinner was held
at the Pirate House Restaurant. The restaurant
wasfounded in 1754, and used by pirates and
smugglers for food, drink, and lodging. All
agreed they served the best southern fried
chicken ever.
Wednesday, April 24 was a nearly ideal day
that began with an open air trolley tour of
historic Savannah, lunch at the Olde Pink
House, shopping along the river front, and
dinner at Paula Dean’s restaurant, the Lady and
Son’s. During Wednesday evening’s hospitality,
President Karen Bell and V.P. Steve Cason held
a short business meeting. Jere Long gave a
treasurer’s report and read several notes from
members who could not attend. Karen and
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John Head & Patrice Cason

Steve talked about recruiting new members,
encouraged the use of the National Alumni Club
website as well as our local meeting group’s
portion and the upcoming National Convention to
be held in Washington, D.C., on September, 2629, 2013. Karen also gave some details of the
Meeting Groups Fall 2012 meeting to be held in
Shepherdstown, WV, on October 22- 25, 2012.
Our sincere thanks go to John and Carolyn Head
for hosting this meeting. A wonderful time was
had by all.
Attendees: Karen and Forest Bell, Steve and
Patrice Cason, John and Carolyn Head, Joe and
Sue Jackman, John and Eleanor Kish, Karl and
Betty Leuffen, Jere and Charma Long, Ben and
Marcia Preston, Hank and Pat Rusman, Kim and
Nancy Shults, and Mike and Donna Wilder.
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Don LaPlante, Hal Monroe, Milt Schulle,
Jim McKeown, Ken Jensen & David Kloose

Mary Monroe, Nancy Jensen,
Helga Miller & Judy Mayhew

Northern California/Nevada
Our Spring Meeting this year was a new venue
for us- Healdsburg, California, located in the
heart of wine country, on the edges of the
Alexander Valley, Dry Creek Valley, and Russian
River Valley appellations. These three areas are
home to 49, 81, and 130 wineries respectively.
They include a total of 35,000 acres of vines,
consisting of 30 different grape varietals.
Needless to say, we had many choices of
wineries to visit. Everyone had the opportunity
to head out on their own little tour, some visiting
only one or two wineries, and some going to
seven, and purchasing wine at almost all of them.
We won’t mention the names of those visiting the
seven wineries. They know who they are.
One of the bigger wineries visited was the
Francis Ford Coppola Winery, visible from
Highway 101. It is noted for its displays of
Coppola’s five Oscars, and many other awards,
including props and artifacts from several of
his movies. The winery is surrounded by very
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beautiful flower gardens, and the wines were
pretty good, too.
Tuesday evening, we gathered in the open
Tuscany Courtyard of the Best Western Plus Dry
Creek Inn for wine and cheese before departing
for our group dinner at Giorgio’s Restaurant.
The meal consisted of tossed salad, pizza,
ravioli, veal scallopini, penne picatta, eggplant
parmigiana, and chicken cacciatore, which
was served family style with wine and dessert.
Everyone had a chance to eat as much as they
wanted of each and every dish, and there was
food left over.
After our delicious dinner, David Kloose, our
president and meeting planner extraordinaire,
informed us of the meeting date and location of
our fall meeting. It will be held September 11,
12, and 13, in Monterey/Carmel. Jim McKeown
presented the treasurer’s report and stated that
our meeting group was in good financial position
with 39 dues paying members.
www.jcpalumniclub.org

Mary Monroe, Nancy & Ken Jensen

Pat & Don LaPlante

Jim McKeown & Helga Miller

Helga Miller, Judy Mayhew,
Pat LaPlante & Edna McKeown

Sandra Kloose, Jamesa Schulle
& Mary Monroe

Mary Monroe, Milt & Jamesa Schulle

Wednesday morning we were treated to a
complimentary breakfast at the Inn. at our own
leisure. After breakfast, everyone went their
separate ways to visit the wineries, art galleries,
and other local attractions of their choice. That
evening, we gathered again in the Tuscany
Courtyard to partake of wine and cheese. Later
that evening, we had the opportunity to go with
friends and partners to various fine restaurants in
Healdsburg. according to our tastes.
Thursday morning, we awoke to an early
rainstorm. Four golfers- Ken Jensen, Jim
McKeown, Hal Monroe, and Milt Schulle
departed for Tayman Park Golf Course at
7:00 AM. After much debate, and some
disappointment, the game was called off. It
eventually stopped raining later on and the sun
did partially appeared for the rest of the day. (If
we had decided to play, it most certainly would
have kept raining, but of course, because we
called the game off, the sun came out.)We knew
it would do that if we did not play; but if we had
www.jcpalumniclub.org

played, it probably would have rained. At least
that is how it normally works. Ken declared
himself a “fair weather golfer” refusing to play
in the rain or high winds. Hal was suffering
somewhat with a minor back problem, and he
was not interested in golf in the rain. Jim and
Milt would have played (so they say now). With
the extra time allowed us, due to the game of
golf game being cancelled, we were able to
enjoy some unexpected side trips on our journey
home.
Attendees: Ken and Nancy Jensen, David and
Sandra Kloose, Don and Pat LaPlante, Jim and
Edna McKeown, Helga Miller and friend, Judy
Mayhew, Hal and Mary Monroe, and Milt and
Jamesa Schulle.

7

Gordon Lindsey
What does a seminarian do with a theological
education after deciding not to enter the church?
Would you believe, a JCPenney career?

were like hawks. They watched my every move, trying
to discern when and what the announcement would
be.”

Gordon Lindsey graduated from Yale Divinity School
in 1972. He then decided a church career was not
the road he wanted to walk. But training in theology
does hone some fine skills in communications. So
he moved to New York to break into the field of public
relations and communications.

In 1983, Gordon was also asked to oversee the
company’s new, fledging archives. This meant
working closely with Mr. Penney’s secretary, Virginia
Mowry. After her death, he was asked to take up her
duty as company liaison with the Penney family. That
gave him the privilege of getting to know Mr. Penney’s
daughters well.

After six years in the non-profit world, he answered
a blind ad in The New York Times in 1981. The ad
had been placed by jcpenney. In January 1982, he
joined the New York Office as an associate in the
Communications Department.
His initial duties were to write for and help edit print
publications for associates, chiefly JCPenney Today
and Management Report. But over the years, his
duties grew. At his peak, he was supervising a staff of
23 and a budget exceeding a million dollars.
His specialty was print publications and speech
writing. For ten years he directed publication of
JCPenney Today. Then as web media began to come
on the scene, he and his staff tried to get ahead of
the wave. They dropped JCPenney Today and created
instead a web-based news service, jWeb News,
and a new print magazine JCPeople. His staff also
produced H.C.S.C. Partners for some 15 years.
Gordon was often chosen to work on confidential
Company announcements. The most important was
the announcement in 1987 that the company would
move its home office to Dallas. He was chosen as the
one Communications associate to work with senior
management in coordinating all the details of the
announcement. “During that time,” he says, “everyone
knew something big was in the air. So my colleagues

www.jcpalumniclub.org

Once when he and wife Ginny were traveling to New
York, one daughter invited them to dinner with her
and a friend. “To our utter surprise,” says Gordon, “the
‘friend’ turned out to be Mrs. Penney herself. Ginny
and I walked on air back to our hotel that night.”
As one of his last acts on staff, Gordon arranged the
transfer of the JCPenney archives from the home
office to Southern Methodist University. There, he felt,
the archives would be more secure in the face of up’s
and down’s in the company’s fortunes.
Gordon retired in 2004 and in 2006 he and Ginny
moved from Dallas to Charlottesville, Virgina, home of
Thomas Jefferson and his famed university.
Before retirement, Gordon sensed that God might
be calling him after all to enter the ministry. So in
2007, he was ordained as minister in the Presbyterian
Church (USA). He currently serves as pastor of the
Presbyterian church in Scottsville, Virginia, a town 20
miles south of Charlottesville.
“I found that God loves a good joke,” he says, “It
seems God wanted me in the ministry all along,
except not before but after a great JCPenney career.”
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Phil & Bunny Esch
and Sandra Clarke

Dot & Don Brown

Jack Occhiogrosso & Virginia Cook

Dee & Al Bell

Joe & Pat Jackson

John & Wanda Summers

SOUTHWEST
The H.C.S.C. Southwest Local Meeting Group
held a social event in Ft. Worth, TX, on Thursday
and Friday, May 3 and 4.
Our event began with couples exploring
Sundance Square in downtown Ft. Worth on
Thursday afternoon. After checking into the
Embassy Suites Hotel, we refreshed ourselves
before going to dinner at Ferre Italian Restaurant
where we enjoyed a delicious meal.
After dinner, we went across the street to the
Bass Performance Hall “Broadway off Bass at
McDavid” theatre and enjoyed the uproariously
funny “Late Night Catechism”.
The evening was capped off with a stroll through
Sundance Square.
www.jcpalumniclub.org

After enjoying an excellent breakfast at the
Embassy Suites, the group motored out to the
Amon Carter Museum for a docent-led tour of the
over 100 watercolors of artist Charles M. Russell,
among other fine art, including John Singer
Sargent.
After the morning tour of the Museum, we had
lunch at Z’s Restaurant. Couples were then free
to go back to the Museum and finish viewing the
balance of the fine art on display.
Attendees were Al and Dee Bell, Don and Dot
Brown, Tom and Sandra Clarke, Phil and Bunny
Esch, Joe and Pat Jackson, Jack Occhiogrosso
and Virginia Cook, and John and Wanda
Summers.
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Destination D.C.
September 26-29, 2013

Sites Include:
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial

Thomas Jefferson Memorial

Ford’s Theatre National Historic Site

Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial

Korean War Veterans Memorial

Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Lincoln Memorial and Reflecting Pool

Washington Monument

National World War II Memorial

Library of Congress
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Sites Include:
National Archives

National Air and Space Museum

The White House

National Museum of Natural History

United States Capitol

National Gallery of Art

Supreme Court Building

The Tidal Basin

Smithsonian Institution Building

International Spy Museum

www.jcpalumniclub.org
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Southern

CALIFORNIA
The three day event commenced on Wednesday,
February 8, and concluded on Friday February
10, 2012. Travelers stayed at the Spa Resort
Casino and Hotel. Howard Wiese (Vice President
of Activities) assisted by Ron Salzetti, made
the lodging and activity arrangements with
assistance from Jeff Paige(Sr. Vice President). A
total of 68 members, spouses and guests were in
attendance for all or selected events.
Wednesday evening kicked off the event with
cocktails and a catered buffet at the Lodge of the
Four Seasons in Palm Springs. This gathering
was exceptionally exciting for everyone. We
had a chance to connect with old friends and
associates, and to catch up with each other’s
lives. Many thanks go to Ross Willour, (Treasurer)
and Marilyn Willour, (Vice President of Publicity)
Jeff Paige and Stan Newton, (Vice President of
Hospitality) for arranging the venue and setting
up the hosted bar at the facility.
Thursday, 27 golfers tested their skill at the
Cimarron Golf Resort. The format was a best ball
scramble. Prizes were awarded to the winning
team at lunch, following the outing. Many nongolfers attended lunch as well, enjoying the
stories that golfers shared. The arrangements
were handled by Jeff Paige and Ross Willour
Non-golfers not attending the golf outing were
free to explore the many attractions of the
expansive desert area.
Thursday evening, 35 club members attended
the Tribute to the Music of Glenn Miller at
the McCallum Theater in Rancho Mirage.
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The performance was very entertaining and
performed exceptionally well.
Friday began with a lavish buffet brunch at
the Spa Resort and Hotel. President Frank
Fitzpatrick conducted a short business meeting
welcoming all the members and guests. He also
reviewed the planned 2012 activities, including
The Partner’s BBQ at Lake Mission Viejo, May
19, Del Mar Race Track, August 4, and the 2012
Christmas Luncheon at Portafino’s Restaurante,
December 1. Members departed at the
conclusion of the brunch.
Attendees: Keith Armbruster, Betty Bidwell,
Wayne and Gerri Burt, Vince Caporusso, Don
and Marie Evans Clark, Tom and Kathleen Cotton,
Roger and Carrell Cowell, Ken and Susan Dall,
Frank and Pat Fitszpatrick, Wayne Harmon and
Lu Niesley, Bob and Ruthe Hercher, Bill and
Dona Hovey, Dottie Jeffers and guest Alice
Giordino, Jim Kegley, John Little, Barbara and
Bob Livingston, Rudy and Diana Melendez, Stan
and Cheryl Newton, Larry and Cheryl Noble,
Ken and Carol Ogg, Les Olander and Helga
Osterman, Jeff and Jenifer Paige, Sam and
Laurie Page, Price Parker, Mike and Florence
Ray, Ron and Janice Rhoads, Alan and Melissa
Rogers, Ron and Kay Salzetti, Mark and Audrey
Schultz, Bill and Martha Shaver, Dave and Jan
Small, with guest Alice Hansen, Virginia Stoops,
Tom Tour, Howard Wiese, Jerry and Teri Wilhelm,
Ross and Marilyn Willour, Ron and Ruth Winkler,
Tony and Veta Zarifis.
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Have a story to share?
Please send your information to Ellen Baker at jdphoto4@sbcglobal.net or write to:
Ellen Baker
403 Suncreek Drive
Allen, Texas 75013
www.jcpalumniclub.org
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Waiting for the Roughriders

The 7th Inning Stretch

Pre-game

SOUTHWEST
The H.C.S.C. Southwest Local Meeting Group held its annual “evening at the ballpark”
event on Tuesday, April 24, at the Dr. Pepper Ballpark in Frisco, Texas. Our group
attended an exciting “AA League” baseball game between the Frisco RoughRiders
(associated with the Texas Rangers) and the San Antonio Missions (associated with the
San Diego Padres).
We enjoyed watching the Frisco RoughRiders take a 7-2 win over the Missions. It
wastheir 11th win of the season.
Everyone enjoyed a great afternoon at the ballpark with food, friends, and fun, and we
are looking forward to our next outing.
Fifty members of our group and guests attended this event.
Attendees: Al & Dee Bell, Keith & Pat Brooker, Don Brown, John Caldwell, Tom & Sandra
Clarke, Margaret Filingeri and her eleven guests, Al & Barbara Ladwig, Alan Langer,
Linda Linscott & Ralph King, Tom McGurren, Gerry & Barbara Montgomery, Jack
Ochegressio and his guest, Marion Shaffer and her six guests, Harley & Nancy Snyder,
Ted & Sonja Spurlock, Mike Tuttle and two guests, Norm Weslow and three guests, and
Ron & Ruth Winkler.
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Fun with Daisy, the Roughriders Mascot

Food, drink and the souvenir hat

H.C.S.C. host 50 members for the game

Daisy the mascot sat down for the next inning

Daisy having fun with the group

Group photo with the jcpenney club in the background

www.jcpalumniclub.org
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In Memoriam

jcpenney Partners & Spouses we will miss
Melvin “Mel” Louis Brehe (February 12, 2012) Mel was 97 years old. His career with jcpenney began
as a sales associate and eventually advanced to store manager positions. He managed stores in
Wauseka, IL, Richmond, KY, Marietta, OH, and Lima, OH. Condolences may be sent to the family at:
915 Saddle Dr. #122, Helena, MT 59601.
Marian Bowden (April 4, 2012) Marian was the wife of Gerald Bowden. She received a Bachelor of
Arts degree from the University of Oregon. She was employed as a teacher. Survivors include her
husband, three children, and one grandchild. Her children are Andrew, David, and Barbara Spilde of
Olympia, Springfield, and Seattle, WA, respectively.
Richard C. Donnan (April 2, 2012) Richard was a general manager for jcpenney in Ohio. He served
as a US Army veteran in Europe during World War II. He was also an avid golfer. Survivors include
sons, Richard and Jim; daughters, Judy and Jayne; nine grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
He is predeceased by his wife, Mary Margaret, who passed away in 1977, and a son, Jon.
Condolences may be sent to the family at: 105 Marina Del Ray Ct., Clearwater, FL 33767.
Theresa Starling Eddins (May 2, 2012) Theresa’s children were her pride and joy. She is described
by her family as being selfless and caring. She is survived by her husband, Harold “Hal” Eddins, Sr.;
a daughter, son, and two grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to the family at: P.O. Box 27027,
Panama City, FL 32411.
Mary Lou Shaw Etheridge (January 21, 2012) Mary Lou’s favorite thing was spending time with her
family and friends. She is survived by her husband of over 58 years, Robert J. ‘’Bob’’ Etheridge; her
daughter, son, and seven grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to the family at: 186 Hummingbird
Lane, Littleton, NC 27850-9377.
Louis Flewharty (April 14, 2012) Lew began his jcpenney career in 1955, and retired in 1987, as a
store manager. Condolences may be sent to Gerry and the family at: 9830 Shadydale Ln., Dallas, TX
75238.
Carol Beth Vincent Givens (February 1, 2012) Carol was the wife of Herb Givens, the Regional
Personnel Manager in Atlanta. In 1972, they moved to their current home of 32 years. She is survived
by two children, Cathleen and Mark , and two grandchildren.
Robert “Bob” Glyshaw (May 6, 2012) Bob is survived by his wife, Pat, two sons and three
grandchildren. Bob retired from Jacksonville, IL store in 2004, having been there since 1996. Prior to
that he was in the St. Louis area and on the District Staff in Milwaukee, WI. Bob and Pat have been
members of the North Central LMG since his retirement. Condolences may be directed to the family
at: 114 Mill St., Franklin, IL 63638.
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In Memoriam

jcpenney Partners & Spouses we will miss
Bobby Dean Hodges (December 27, 2011) Bobby was the wife of George Hodges, a retired manager
of stores in Corpus Christi and Houston, TX, and San Juan, Puerto Rico. Bobby loved jcpenney and
was a very supportive wife. She enjoyed going with George to conventions. Bobby is survived by her
husband, three children, five grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Bobby golfed, love singing in
choir, dancing with George, was a competitive bridge player and truly enjoyed life and shared her joy
unselfishly with others. Condolences may be sent to George and family at 6410 Meodowvista #310,
Corpus Christi, TX 78414.
William “Bill” Harrell Hudson (February 29, 2012) Bill retired from Store #1962 in Atlanta, GA.
Survivors include his wife, Constance Shoup Hudson; son, Jonathan; daughter, Judy; and two
grandsons. Condolences may be sent to the family at: 3065 Pinot Way, Braselton, GA 30517-2497.
Vern Janssen (April 24, 2012) Vern was a member of both the National Club and North Central
LMG. He is survived by his beloved wife, Marlys; children, Mike and Rick; grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. At the time of his passing, Vern was a chaplain at the Carver County Jail. As a result of
his work as chaplain, he was chosen one of the “Eleven Who Care” in 2010, by Channel 11, and was
referred to as “one of those angels that walks the earth.” Condolences may be sent to Maryls Janssen
at: 3110 Chestnut St. N., Unit #102 Chaska, MN 55318.
Ray P. Lybrand (January 8, 2012) Ray was the husband of the late Edna S. Lybrand. Mr. Lybrand
lived to be 93 years old. After being in the service, Ray began a 37 year career with jcpenney. He was
a manager in stores located in Lancaster, SC, Lumberton and Albemarle, NC, and Mt. Sterling, KY.
Ray is survived by his son, Geray Lybrand. Condolences can be sent to Geray at: 3414 Sevierville
Road, Maryville, TN 37804.
Edward James Poole, Jr. (March 16, 2012) Edward’s career with jcpenney began in Memphis, TN,
and continued to Birmingham, AL, Ft. Walton Beach, and Ft. Pierce, FL. He retired in 1983, after 38
years of service. He also loved landscaping and spent countless hours creating a beautiful backyard.
Edward is survived by his wife of 51 years, Jane Hunter Poole. He is also survived by his three
children, Edward, John, and Patti, and seven grandchildren.
Marilyn Powers (March 24, 2012) Marilyn was the wife of Charlie Powers. Charlie and Marilyn are
members of the National H.C.S.C. Club, as well as the Valley of the Sun and North Central Local
Meeting Groups. Condolences may be directed to Charlie and the family at: 1937 N. Amblemore,
Green Valley, AZ 85622. [address does not exist]
Larry Reynolds (August 22, 2011) Larry was a General Manager for jcpenney for 37 years before
his retirement in 1997. His wife, Gail Smith, preceded him in death. In 1992, Larry was married to Gail
Holbrock. He is survived by his wife, Gail, and children, Larry, Pamela, Lisa, Robert, Greg, Brian, and
Jennifer, as well as 17 grandchildren.
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In Memoriam

jcpenney Partners & Spouses we will miss
Ruth Arlene “Ruthie” Ruberg (January 17, 2012) Ruth married John Ruberg on August 24, 1958,
in Eugene, OR. She graduated from Eugene High School in 1955, and attended the University of
Oregon. She was a homemaker and worked as a special education teacher in Clackamas for eight
years. Survivors include her husband; two sons, Todd and Scott; and two grandchildren. Condolences
may be sent to John at: 2973 Darrien St., Eugene, OR 97408.
Fred William Sawyer (February 24, 2012) Fred worked for jcpenney in Santa Cruz, Palo Alto Selma,
and as manager of the Watsonville store for 18 years, until his retirement in 1977. During that time he
was very active in the community. Fred is survived by his wife, Helen, his son Neil, granddaughters
and one great-granddaughter. Condolences may be sent to the family at: 411 Club House Dr., Aptos,
CA 95003.
Karl A. Scheffer (February 6, 2012) Karl was husband to Dolores Scheffer for 57 years. He is survived
by his wife, Dee, his son and daughter, and five grandchildren. Mr. Scheffer was a graduate of Wabash
College in 1955, and a veteran of the US Navy. He retired from jcpenney in 1992, after 35 years of
service. Karl was a member of Valley Brook Country Club and an avid golfer. Condolences may be
sent to Dee Scheffer at: 1180 Turnberry Dr., Upper ST. Clair TWP, Pittsburgh, PA 15241.
George Shackelford (March 24, 2012) George was a National Club and North Central LMG Member.
George was a District Manager, retiring in 1989, from Springfield, IL. He later became involved in
the Hallmark Store/Card business with his son and family. Preceded in death by his wife, Betty Jo,
survived by his children and grandchildren. Condolences may be directed to the family at: 409 West
Main St., Rochester, IL 62563.
William D. “Bill” Simmons (January 22, 2012) Bill retired from jcpenney after 43 years. Bill was a
member and former president of Exchange Clubs in Florida, and was always active in the Chambers
of Commerce of the areas in which he lived and worked. He was an avid fisherman and gardener, and
enjoyed the cooking teams with his church and sportsman’s club. He is survived by his wife, Hallie
Cloyd Simmons; five children, 12 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. Condolences may be
sent to the family at: 119 Douglas Dr., Glasgow, KY 42141-2005.
Hugh Woodrow Watts (November 1, 2011) Hugh is preceded in death by his wife, Jeanette. Mr. Watts
was an outstanding businessman in his adopted town of Shelby. He served as manager of several
jcpenney stores, including Noblesville, IN, and Alexandria, VA. Hugh Watts made many friends in his
beloved town of Shelby, and was known as the “rose man” because of his gifts of roses to those he felt
were in need of support. Perhaps because he had no children himself, he was a surrogate grandfather
to many children in his neighborhood and throughout Shelby. He is survived by his nieces and
nephew, to whom he was a loving uncle.
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HONOR, CONFIDENCE,
SERVICE, COOPERATION
A Nonprofit Foundation
Dedicated to Assist Retired Associates and/or
Spouses in Need of Financial Assistance
www.jcpalumniclub.org

The H.C.S.C. Foundation has been busy helping retired jcpenney associates who have found
themselves with unexpected needs. Twenty recipients from across the United States have received aid,
totaling more than $260,000 this year. Recipients come from California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa,
Minnesota, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oregon, Texas, Utah, Washington and Wisconsin.
Your donations have been used for many different things and in many different ways: repairs,
replacement appliances, emergency payments, medical payments, one-time payments, and monthly
payments, including payments from $500 to $1,400 per month.
With low interest rates and a very tough economy, the Foundation needs your help in replenishing
these funds in order to continue to help jcpenney associates with real needs. Many people give
memorials to the Foundation and are recognized in each edition of Partners. Others include the
Foundation in their wills or trusts and local meeting groups have also made contributions.
We would appreciate any support you can give. Your donations are tax deductible and can be mailed to:
Larry Noble, Secretary/Treasurer
H.C.S.C. Foundation
15220 Green Valley Drive
Chino Hills, CA 91709
Honoree				Donor
Marilyn Huening-Powers 		
Charles J. Powers
HCSC Foundation 			
Rod Birkins
Larry Galvin				Frank Fitzpatrick
Larry Galvin 				
Larry Noble
Bill Bailie 				
Bill Pfeifer
George Gish				Bill Pfeifer
Note:
Larry Galvin was the husband of Lilliane Galvin, a long time associate and former
member of the H.C.S.C. Foundation Board.
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jcpenney National H.C.S.C. Alumni Club
Ellen J. Baker, Secretary
403 Suncreek Drive
Allen, Texas 75013

Destination D.C.
September 26-29, 2013
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