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JOYS AND CONCERNS  
Updated 09/04/2022  

  

JOYS  
Send us the “joys” of your fellow members or of yourself (i.e. significant birthdays, anniversaries, 

grandchildren, travels, awards, etc.)  

  
CONCERNS  

PLEASE SEE THE CURRENT “IN MEMORIAM” FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE 

INFORMATION ON MEMBERS WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY. 

CURRENT IN MEMORIAM 
 

Charles B. Linn 

No Obituary Available 

 

Stiltz, Orma Lee, a member of the National and Southern California RMG, has passed 

away after a long struggle with dementia on February 12, 2022.  Orma Lee was a Century 

Club Member. 

 

Willour, Mariyln Lee (Nov 26, 2021) Marilyn Lee Willour Palm Springs - On Friday, November 26th,  

2021, Marilyn Lee Willour passed peacefully in Palm Springs with her family by her side.  

     Marilyn was born in Hollywood, CA on April 27, 1943. She attended James Monroe High School in  

Granada Hills, CA graduating in 1960. She went on to study art at San Fernando Valley State College  

(California State University, Northridge.)  

     In 1959, Marilyn started a job as a salesperson at JCPenney in Van Nuys, CA and this began her career 

in retail. While at this store she met Ross. They were married in February of 1964.  

     In 1967, they had the opportunity to relocate to Huntington Beach, CA. In 1971 they were blessed to 

have their daughter, Candis. In 2003, Ross and Marilyn left the ocean for the desert and made Palm 

Springs their home.  

     Marilyn was extremely talented. Throughout her career with JCPenney, she worked in sales, as a 

display manager and an office manager. She retired from JCPenney in 1998 after 39 years. Marilyn 

continued to work over the years in office management and merchandising.  

     Marilyn was an accomplished artist. She was a skilled painter, a gifted writer, and an inspired 

photographer. In the early 1990's she was juried as an exhibiting artist with her landscape paintings at 

the Art-A-Fair in Laguna Beach, CA. She created varieties of crafts that she showed in craft fairs in 

California and Nevada. Her favorite being holiday wreaths and living face masks. Digital photography was 

her most recent medium. Marilyn would create images on canvas and publish books from her travels.  

https://jcpalumniclub.org/Documents/InMemorium/In%20Memoriam_Current.html


     Travel was something she developed a passion for. Her favorite destination was an annual trip with 

Ross and friends to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, which they did for over 30 years. She also enjoyed cruising 

throughout the world and visiting most of the United States.  

     Marilyn volunteered her artistic talents to many community organizations. As the art director for the 

local and state Knights of Columbus she designed and published marketing materials, planned luncheons 

and organized state conventions. She also was involved in the planning and creation of the 

organization's museum located in Fontana CA. For the past three years, Marilyn was the president of the 

Southern California, JCPenney Alumni Club (HCSC). She also was involved in their home community at 

Four Seasons Palm Springs.  

     Her Catholic faith was extremely strong. She was an active member of St. Theresa Church in Palm 

Springs. She was a Lady Commander of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem, 

instrumental in organizing their monthly Rosary meetings.  

     Priorities for Marilyn were her family and friends. She was the historian of the family, keeping their 

stories alive by sharing in person or in books. Her diligence and memories of events was extraordinary.  

She would regularly reach out to locate and stay in touch with extended family throughout the country.  

Her friendships were genuine and lifelong. Marilyn lived her life with passion and purpose.  

     Marilyn is survived by her husband Ross, her daughter Candis (David) Brady, her grandsons Dylan and 

Gavin Brady and her sister Carol (Dan) Bean.  

     She is preceded in death by her mother, Bernice (Apple Arndt) Walz, father, Leo Arndt, and stepfather 

Ervin Walz.  

     A Memorial Mass and celebration of life will be held on January 12, 2022, at 11 a.m. at St. Theresa 

Catholic Church, 2800 E. Ramon Rd, Palm Springs. Marilyn will be interred later.      In lieu of flowers, 

please consider donating to St. Theresa Church, "135" Ministry in her memory.  

  

.  

  

Kluver, David W.(Aug 7, 2021)  David Kluver, age 77, passed away on Saturday, Aug. 7th, 2021, with 

his family at his side following a courageous two-year battle with glioblastoma. He was born to William 

and Clara (Ludwigs) Kluver in LeMars, Iowa. He grew up in rural southern Minnesota helping with the 

family farm. David attended public high school in Sleepy Eye, MN, and graduated in 1963. He served in 

the Army Reserves from 1964-1970.  

        After attending Business College in Minneapolis, MN, David took a job with JCPenney as a shoe 

salesman. He spent 37 years with the company working his way up the corporate ladder, and he retired 

as a store manager in Corona, California.  

     Golfing was one of David’s favorite activities as he spent many mornings on the golf course with close 

friends in California and Arizona. He loved to travel, especially going on annual fishing trips to Leech Lake 

in Minnesota. Nothing gave David greater joy than spending time with his children and grandchildren. 

They have fond memories of golfing and fishing with Grandpa. Be it baseball, football, soccer, or dance 

recitals, David watched as their number one fan. He had a close and special relationship with each of his 

sons-in-law, Jeff Klitzka and Fred Schmidt. David felt his life was truly blessed with his loving wife, 

children, grandchildren, and life-long friends.  

     He is survived by his wife, Karen “Buttercup” of almost 39 years; daughters, Michelle Klitzka (Jeff),  



Wendy Kluver, stepdaughter Lori Schmidt (Fred); Grandchildren, Brandon Modahl, Melissa Modahl, 

Amanda Kluver, David Klitzka, Paige Klitzka, and Ryan Schmidt; Great-grandchild, Aviana Modahl; and 

future great-grandchild, Everly Schmidt.  

     Survivors also include four siblings: Dennis (Merlie) Kluver, Kenneth (Phyllis) Kluver, Dianne (Anthon) 

Anderson, and Thomas (Dixie) Kluver.  

     He was the best role model a family could have. He will be dearly missed and will be forever in our 

hearts.  

David wanted his passing to be as gentle as possible for the family. At his request, no services will be 

held. If he touched your life along the way and you would like to honor his memory-enjoy your family, 

support those around you, and treat others with respect and kindness.  

  

Galvin, Lilliane (No passing date or obit available)  Last known address was Bonita Springs, FL.)  

  

Hovey, William Rogers (May 7, 2021) Bill  (87 years) passed away peacefully May 7, 2021 in Ukiah, 

CA.   Bill is preceded by his wife of 52 years, Anita Kay, and is survived by his three children Sondra, Bill 

Junior his wife Carolyn , Susan Kay and his granddaughters Austin, Lindsay and Peyton.   

     Bill was born and raised in Ukiah, California. Bill had an enormous zest for life along with a quick wit 

and sense of humor that was unmatched. Bill served in the Navy during the Korean War sending and 

receiving Morse Code.      

     Bill began his 42 year career at JCPennneys in Ukiah. He started in the stockroom and worked his way 

up to a top executive. He was the head of marketing and created the JCP Home stores. His career took 

him from from Ukiah to New York and Los Angeles with a few other stops along the way. He retired at 

the young age of 60, playing golf most days.  

    He was dearly loved by his family and friends and will be greatly missed. Services for William Hovey 

will be held on May 13, 2021, 4:00 PM.   Eversole Mortary 141 Low Gap, Ukiah CA 95482. Celebration of 

life to follow.  

   

LaClair, William (Nov 18, 2019)  We’ve just learned of his passing.  There is no obituary found.  Below 

is the obituary of his wife  

LaClaire, Joan (July 19, 2015) Joan DeForest LaClair passed away July 19, 2015, at home after 
a long illness. Joan was born February 23, 1930, in Raymond, WA, daughter of L. V. and 
Josephine DeForest. Her family moved to Olympia,WA in 1946 where Joan completed high 
school. She attended Washington State College (University) for two years. There is where she 
met her future husband William "Bill" LaClair. They married in 1951.   
      Over the years her husband's employment took them to eleven locations on the West 
Coast. They have lived in La Mesa for the past 34 years. Her brother, Russell DeForest, and 
sister, Janet Rockey, preceded her in death. Survivors are husband, Bill LaClair, daughter, 
Janis LaClair-Thomas, son, Jeff LaClair, granddaughter, Lauren LaClair, grandson,Grant 
LaClair, son-in-law Mark Thomas, and daughter-in-law, Rebecca LaClair.   
  



Cartwright, Charles (Mar 24, 2019)  Chuck retired in 1995 after 34 years with JCPenney.  He and his 

wife, Lori, were from Ohio, but had left there in 1960 with two small children for a better climate in 

California.    

     He hired into El Monte, CA and went on to work in nine stores, the Los Angeles Area staff and the 

Chicago office as regional merchandise Manager for Home Lines.    

     After living in many large cities, Chuck and Lori were looking for a more rural retirement location and  

found it in St. George, UT.  After building their retirement home, they took to the road and traveled all 

over USA and Canada in their fifth-wheel trailer.  They also managed to go on several foreign trips and 

cruises.    

     Chuck is survived by Lori, his wife of 63 years and sons, Mark and Glenn.  

  

  

Stoops, Virginia (Jan 2, 2021)  Virginia Stoops passed away peacefully in Fullerton, California on  

January 2, 2021.  She was 94 years old.  

     The daughter of Charles A. Parkin and Flo N. Parkin, Virginia was born on August 19, 1926 in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma.  She spent her childhood and early adult years in Tulsa, and graduated from the University of 

Tulsa.  She was proud of her Oklahoma roots and seldom missed an opportunity to tell anyone she met 

that she was from Tulsa.  

     Virginia married Doyle F. Stoops on March 22, 1952, and newlyweds set up residence in Santa  

Barbara, California as Doyle began his career with JC Penney.  Promotions and transfers saw the family 

move several times around Southern California, ending up in Fullerton, where they remained through 

their retirement years.  

     Virginia and Doyle had one simple agreement:  “He ran the store, she ran the house.”  And boy, could 

she run it!  She was a full-time homemaker and mother to three sons.  She also found time to be active 

and accept leadership roles in various women’s organizations, including the Assistance League of 

Fullerton, P.E.O. International, and Daughters of the American Revolution.  She carried on the retail 

tradition in the family by running the Assistance League Thrift Shop for several years, using many "tricks 

of the trade” she picked up from her husband.  After Doyle passed away in 2000, she became a board 

member of the HCSC Foundation.   

       Virginia was preceded in death by her parents, her husband Doyle, and a brother, Charles A. Parkin, 

Jr.  She is survived by her sons and their wives - Martin (Barbara), Edmond (Janna) and Michael (Jody), 

nine grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.  No services are planned at this time.  She will be 

interred at Golden Gate Cemetery in San Bruno, California next to Doyle and Doyle’s parents.  

  

McKeown, Edna Wiley (June 18, 2020)  Edna was, born Mar 14, 1936.   On June 18th, two days after 

her 64th wedding anniversary, Edna Wiley Mckeown passed away. She was 84 years young, but the 

stroke from nowhere she suffered in 2015, finally took its toll. She died in her sleep at a memory care 

facility in Murrieta, California.  

     She was preceded in death by her parents, Roy and Pearle Wiley of Monroe, Washington, in-laws Tom 

and Jeanne McKeown, and many aunts and uncles. She is survived by her husband Jim, children and 

spouses, Debra and Toby Daniels, Jim and Pam McKeown, Jeff and Donna McKeown, and Steve and Kris 

McKeown. Her grandchildren are Steven, Kailyn, Christopher, Nicole, Andrew, Loren, and Kaye. Also her 

siblings, Delta Colvin and Edward Wiley.  



      Where to start when one thinks of this amazing lady. Edna met Jim (JCPenney) at WSU in 1954. Jim 

knew at once that he had met someone very special and they married in 1956, and settled in Richland, 

Washington. After the first year, she was a stay-at-home Mom, having to care for four children in the 

first five years, a lifelong love that never ended. Jim was in the retail business and worked long hours 

while Edna took care of everything on the home front. There were some lean years, but Edna filled the 

home with love and laughter, and always with that incredible smile.  

     Then came many moves as they climbed the corporate ladder, from Washington, Idaho, Oregon, 

Montana, California, and then Connecticut, where Jim commuted into New York City every day. Edna fell 

in love with the city and what it offered; shopping, theatre, history, and spent as much time as she could 

taking the train in and out.  

     In 1981, they moved back to California; Fresno this time, where she played tennis at a high level and 

made many lifelong friends. While in Fresno, and with the kids on their own, her parents took her to 

Europe in 1982. This started a life-changing love of travel. One to three trips a year, somewhere in the 

world, many by herself, covering all of Europe, Nepal, India, Russia, China, Yugoslavia, Viet Nam, Israel, 

Tunisia, Kenya, and Egypt. There were special buying trips to Hong Kong and Korea with Fresno friends. 

After Jim retired in 1995, they traveled together, visiting Australia, New Zealand and Fiji. They also 

revisited many of her earlier trips to Europe and Asia. She visited every continent except Antarctica      

She met many celebrities in the 80's and 90's, including Charlton Heston, Kenny Rogers, Sophia Loren, 

Shirley Jones, and many sports figures of the time, just to name a few. In 2002 they sold their large 

home in Folsom and moved to a smaller "home on the lake" in Sacramento. Through all of the 16 

different homes, packing and repacking, changing schools, finding new doctors, making new friends, 

Edna was unflappable. She made the very best of every move, as she did with her life.  

      She led a full, active life until memory and balance issues forced her to slow down, and the stroke 

which brought an end to world travel but did not diminish her positive outlook or spirit. She was a 

remarkable lady, wife, mother, grandmother and friend. She was aware of what was happening to her 

but never complained, just always had that smile on her face, gracious to the end. She is greatly loved 

and missed by all who knew her. A memorial is planned for some time next year.  

  

MacNeil, Eleanor Betty (Aug 18, 2020)  MacNeil passed away peacefully on August 18, 2020 in  

Thousand Oaks, California with her daughters by her side. Mom’s heart and spirit were so big, the love 

she gave so powerful, the role she played in so many lives so enormous, that her loss is impossible to 

describe. All who knew her are far richer for it; the world is far poorer for her absence.  

      Eleanor was born in Atlanta, Georgia in 1928. Her childhood was one of poverty and hardship, which 

gave her an inner strength and feistiness not always obvious to observers. She was raised by her 

greatgrandmother, Viola, who taught her to treat all people fairly and with respect and kindness, in a 

time and place where those values were not so common. Mom never lost her feistiness, her kindness, or 

her soft southern accent.  

       Eleanor made her way from Georgia to California after graduating from Norman College, and there 

she met her husband, Donald William MacNeil, who predeceased her in 2016 (see obit below). They 

were married in June of 1954. Eleanor is survived by their three children: son, Don, Jr. of Houston, TX; 

daughter Janet (Keith) of Simi Valley; daughter Carole (Michael) of Erie, CO; and a total of seven 

grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.  

        Mom was a homemaker in the truest sense of the word. She made a loving home for her husband of 

62 years and her three children as they moved throughout the western United States with Don’s career. 



After her children were grown and she and Don had settled for good in Thousand Oaks, she continued to 

create a loving and welcoming home for grandchildren, great-grandchildren and even “adopted” family 

members who came to live under her roof. Mom’s doors were always open, just as her heart was always 

open to any and all who needed love, compassion or just a kind word.  

        Mom was also a passionate and dedicated volunteer, working over the years for such causes as 

Manna Food Bank, Shop Ahoy, Ascension Lutheran School, and several children’s charities. It will be an 

enduring mystery how a heart the size of mom’s could ever fit in one human-size body. Her generosity 

of spirit, her compassion for all, and her bounteous love made her beloved to all who knew her.  

        Mom adored angels; a plaque in her yard read, “Make room in your garden for the angels to dance.” 

Rarely would she be seen without an angel pin on her shoulder. Now she has gone to live among those 

angels she loved so much.  

         In accordance with Don and Eleanor's wishes, there will be no formal service. Remembrances can 

be made on this website. At a time when it is safe again to travel and gather, a celebration of life will be 

held to celebrate the lives and love of mom and dad.  

  

MacNeil, Donald William (Sep 18, 2016)  MacNeil passed away peacefully at after a short battle with 

cancer. He was surrounded by family, who reminded him how much he was loved as a husband and 

father.  

      Don was born the son of a minister (Donald Murdoch MacNeil) and a schoolteacher (Gladys Athea  

Painter) in 1928 in Portland, Oregon, and raised on both the East and West Coasts. He graduated from  

Washington State College--now Washington State University--in 1950 and went to work for JC Penney  

Company as a management trainee in Washington State, taking time away to serve in the United States  

Air Force from June 6, 1952 through June 5, 1954 during the Korean War. His position in the service was 

Air Raid Warden, and he was stationed at Norton Air Force Base in San Bernardino. He was honorably 

discharged with the rank of 1st Lieutenant.   

     Don worked for JC Penney for 35 years, work that moved him all over the Western United States, 

until he finally landed in Thousand Oaks, CA, where he and Eleanor have made their home since 1972. 

Upon retirement, he applied his business skills in the nonprofit sector as he worked a second career 

helping strengthen a variety of nonprofit causes, including the 4-H Youth Development Program, the 

American Diabetes Association, the Points of Light Foundation, Building Healthier America, and others. 

Don loved the quote by Robert Frost, "The world is full of willing people--some willing to work, the rest 

willing to let them." He was one of those who was willing to work, and truly wanted to do so until well 

into his eighties.   

      Don is survived by his wife of 62 years, Eleanor (see obit above); and three children: son, Don, Jr of 

Houston, TX; daughter Janet (Keith) of Simi Valley; daughter Carole (Michael) of Lafayette, CO; and a 

total of seven grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren. He is also survived by a sister, Dorothy Matthes, 

of Yakima, WA and brothers, Robert (JoAnn) MacNeil of Yakima, WA and Doug (Ann) MacNeil, of Naches, 

WA.   

     In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Don's favorite "animal": the Washington State Cougars, 

and the Crimson Opportunity Scholarship Fund that helps deserving youth get a college education at the 

college he loved so much: https://secure.wsu.edu/give/default.aspx  

  



Caugh, Lawrence (Aug 9, 2020).  No obit available at this time.  Lawrence, 79, retail manager, Aug. 9, 

Bring’s, Tucson, AZ.  

  

Pearson, Russell Harold (May 8, 2018)  It is with sadness that we announce the peaceful passing of 

Russell Harold Pearson, a third generation native Californian, at his home in Solana Beach, California, 

surrounded by family and friends.  

     Russ was born to Harold Andrew and Elizabeth Fraser Pearson on May 18, 1941, and spent his 

formative years in Berkeley and Oakland. Russ and his father attended the Oakland Oaks Baseball Games 

and watched legendary Casey Stengel manage. A founding member of the Casey Stengel Baseball 

Center, he actively served until his death. He enjoyed trips to New York, the Bay Area, and Los Angeles 

promoting the Center.  

      He graduated from Piedmont High School, 1959. He played football, track, baseball, and basketball.  

He was a member of the Kimmer Shielding Fraternity, and Senior Class President. He graduated from the  

California Academy of Court reporters in San Fransisco. He joined the U.S. Marine Corps during the 

Vietnam War attaining the rank of Sargent. Russell graduated from California State University, Hayward 

in 1967. After working at Safeway's Corporate Office as Public Relations' Manager, he joined JC Penney 

Company covering a total of 43 state legislatures before moving onto the Washington, D. C. scene.  

     Arriving in Washington in 1983 he worked the Halls of Congress during Presidents Reagan, George H. 

W. Bush, Clinton, and George W. Bush.  

     After nearly 30 years with the company, he retired as their Director of Federal and International 

Government Relations, Washington, D. C..  

      After retirement, Russ returned to California and settled in Solana Beach. He and his first wife, Esme' 

were married 39 years before an automobile accident took her life. He continued to sponsor the Esme 

Pearson Memorial Tennis Tournament.  

      Russ leaves his sons Jason of Sacramento and Blake (Sara Jones) of San Francisco.  

Russ is survived by his wife of 12 years, Toni Harsh. Casey (Stephanie) Harsh, Brent Harsh, Troy (Laura) 

Harsh and Danielle (Paul) Harsh Stiritz. He will be especially missed by his 12 grandchildren who he 

always wanted "to watch grow up".  

     Military Honors Ceremony at Miramar National Cemetery, San Diego, CA on June 8, 2018.   The family 

suggests that in lieu of flowers donations be made in Russ's memory to your favorite charity; or the 

Aphesia Clinic of California, 3996 Lyman Road, Oakland, CA 94602 or the Alzeimhers's Association of 

Nothern Nevada, 1301 Cordone Ave, Reno NV 89502.  

  

Hafen,  Donald Ross (July 1, 2020)  Hafen, 86, was born on July 19, 1933 in St. George, Utah to Arthur  

Knight Hafen and Orilla Woods Hafen the youngest of 14 children.  

     On July 18, 1952 Don married Elva Jones in St. George, Utah On November 18,1987 Don wedded 

Sharon Ross Hafen in Turtle Bay, Hawaii.  

     Donald was raised in St. George, Utah and educated through St. George High School  

    He began his 46 year long career with the J.C. Penney company in November of 1947 in downtown St. 

George on the corner of Main Street and St. George Boulevard. He started on the floor as a salesman 

and continued his career through to store manager in various locations around the country including 

California, Oregon, Hawaii, and Nevada.  

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/SFGate/condolences-charities.aspx?keyword=coycalz&pid=189234411
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/SFGate/condolences-charities.aspx?keyword=coycalz&pid=189234411
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/SFGate/condolences-charities.aspx?keyword=coycalz&pid=189234411


     Hobbies included collecting automotive memorabilia. Likes include family events, spending time in 

Barclay and any time with his siblings.  

     His greatest enjoyment came with caring for his children, grandchildren, and his great-grandchildren.  

     Donald is survived by wife, Sharon R. Hafen, and 4 children: Gary D. Hafen (Vista, CA), Michelle H  

Vasile (Oceanside, CA), David R. Hafen and wife Stacey Hafen (Redding, CA), Christian I. Ross and wife 

Kimberly Ross (Miliani Town, Hawaii),5 grandchildren: Michael S. Vasile and wife Nicole Vasile , Matthew 

Vasile (Oceanside, CA), Andee, Cody, and Dani Ross (Mililani Town, Hawaii), 4 great-grandchildren: 

Hayden, Wyatt, Mia, and Emma Vasile, and 4 siblings : Ruth Squire, Eldon Hafen, Erma Harris, and Kelton 

Hafen.  

     Donald is preceded in death by John Aaron Ross (son), David Ross Hafen II (grandchild), Cole James  

Vasile (grandchild), Kay Woods (brother), Linford L. (Brother), Kenneth E. (Brother), Carma (sister), Ferrel 

(brother), Ada (sister), Herschel (brother), Harold (brother), Lenora (sister) and Arthur and Orilla Hafen 

(parents)  

     A visitation was held on Thursday, July 9, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. at Spilsbury Mortuary, 110 S Bluff 

Street, St. George, Utah. A second visitation was held on Friday, July 10, from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. followed 

by a funeral service at 11:00 a.m. To watch the funeral service live, head to 

webcast.funeralrecording.com and enter event #: 32450 and password: DRH2020   Family and friends 

are invited to sign Donald's online guestbook at www.spilsburymortuary.com.  

  

Frantz, Garrison (Gary) Allan (Jul 24, 2016)  Gary, 87, was of Visalia, CA.  Gary was born on  

November 6, 1928, in Youngstown, OH. He was the son of Donald and Goldie Frantz. Gary met the love 

of his life, Mickey Frantz, and married her in January, 1951, at Bethel Congregational Church in Ontario, 

California.  

     Gary served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War. He then earned his college degree from San Jose 

State in 1954. Post- graduation, Gary was hired at the J.C. Penney Co., where he worked for 34 years 

rising to management. During his tenure for J.C. Penney, he managed stores in San Mateo, Chico, Selma 

and Lancaster, California. After his retirement, he and Mickey moved to Tehachapi, CA and later to 

Visalia, where they remained.  

     Gary was a life-long member of the Methodist church. He served in civic organizations including Lions 

as President. He loved country western dancing, reading, and playing bridge and other card games. He 

sang in church choirs and the military entertaining other troops. He also sang in various barbershop 

quartets during his earlier years.  

     Gary was preceded in death by his wife Mickey, his parents, brother Donald Frantz, and his 

granddaughter, Isabel Frantz.  

     He is survived by his three sons and their wives: Matthew and Jeannie Frantz of Tulare, Mark and 

Debbi Frantz of Visalia, and Michael and Terri Frantz of Clovis, 15 grandchildren and 4 great- 

grandchildren. He is also survived by Mary Dickerson Frantz, sister-in-law Phyllis Southwell, and sister-

inlaw Inez Frantz, as well as numerous cousins, nieces and nephews.  

       A memorial tribute may be offered by logging onto www.salseranddillard.com  

  

Jeffers, Dorothy Pauline (Nov  4, 2018) Dorothy, born Jan 3, 1929,  passed away peacefully at her 

home. She was born in New York and after meeting the love of her life moved to California to raise 

her family.   

http://webcast.funeralrecording.com/
http://webcast.funeralrecording.com/
http://webcast.funeralrecording.com/
http://webcast.funeralrecording.com/
http://www.spilsburymortuary.com/
http://www.spilsburymortuary.com/
http://www.spilsburymortuary.com/
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/korean-war/
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/korean-war/
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/korean-war/
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/korean-war/
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/korean-war/
http://www.salseranddillard.com/
http://www.salseranddillard.com/
http://www.salseranddillard.com/


      Dorothy has been a resident of Mission Viejo for 46 years. Her first priority was her family, but her 

love of shopping, playing Bunco, and going to lunch with girlfriends were among her favorite things.       

She bravely confronted and fought breast cancer for many years. Nothing made her smile brighter than 

spending time with her Grandchildren. She was a member of the Deane Women's Club, Assistance 

League, and delivered food for Meals on Wheels. There are no words to describe how much we will all 

miss her.   

     She leaves behind her children, Kathleen (Bob), Patricia, Glenn, and Theresa; her grandchildren  

Amber, Holly, Eric, Carly, Kayla, Garrett, Geneva, and Geena; and great grandchildren Layla, Alexander,  

Gentry, Jordyn, and one precious girl on the way. Funeral services were held at  Santiago de Compostela 

Church in Lake Forest. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the American Cancer Society or 

Susan G. Komen foundation in her name.  

  

Kendig, Wallace Roger (Nov 21, 2019)  Wallace (Wally) Kendig, loving companion to Diane Green and 

father of two sons, William (Bill) and David, passed away at age 80.   Wally will be remembered for his 

big smile, wide circle of friends, generous spirit, sense of humor, and a deep sense of service to his 

church and community.  

     Wally was a third generation Californian.  He was born April 8, 1939 in Glendale, CA to Melba Rogers  

Kendig and Howard Kendig.  He graduated from Burbank High School in January, 1957.  He attended 

Arizona State University, graduating in 1962 with a BA in marketing.  While at ASU, Wally became a 

charter member of Sigma Chi Fraternity.  He lettered in tennis and was on the varsity tennis team.      

Wally’s working career was with the J.C. Penney Company as a store manager.  He worked ten years in 

Hawaii for Penney’s.  When he came back from Hawaii he managed three stores in California:   

Granada Hills, Los Altos in Long Beach, and Santa Monica.  

     After retiring in 1998, Wally began his career in volunteer service.  He belonged to the Kiwanis Club of 

Burbank, First Christian Church of Burbank, San Fernando Valley Historical Society, Pioneer Cemetery, 

Sigma Phi Fraternity, Burbank Bulldogs, and Burbank Elks Club.  

     Wally was an avid sports fan of the Oakland Raiders, Lakers, Kings, and ASU.  

     Wally is survived by his companion/fiancé of thirty years, Diane Green, and her son, Christopher  

Green, Wally’s son, Bill and daughter-in-law, Ani of Poulsbo, Washington, and son, David, of Alameda, 

California. Wally has two grandsons, Nic and wife, Amy, great granddaughter, Josette, of Portland, 

Oregon, and Tyler of Bellingham, Washington.  

     Wally is also survived by his ninety year old sister, Madeline Gisel of Granada Hills, and her family.      

A memorial service for Wally was held at Burbank First Christian Church on December 4, 2019.  Wally 

was interred near his family at Pierce Brothers Valhalla Memorial Park in North Hollywood.  

  

Pearce, Joe King (Jan 2, 2020)  Joe was born on August 4, 1930 to Rex and Leone Pearce of Cotton  

Plant, Arkansas. His brother Rex was four years older. Joe and Rex spent their childhood playing football 

and baseball in Cotton Plant. They would often hitch a ride on a cotton wagon into town. Joe and his dog 

Monkey were well-known citizens of Cotton Plant. Joe graduated number 12 in his class – out of 12 

students. He served as his high school class President and excelled at several sports.  

      Joe hitchhiked to Arkansas State Teachers College with his cardboard suitcase in hand hoping to get a 

football scholarship, which was the only way he would be able to afford to attend college. He impressed 

the coaches and received a scholarship for tuition and worked in the locker room to pay for books and 
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meals. While in college, he met his brown-eyed beauty, Martha Jo Mattox and his heart went pitty-pat. 

He also played football and baseball and was offered a contract with the Major League’s Boston Braves. 

While playing ball and being acknowledged by Ty Cobb as one of the best new players, Joe was drafted 

to serve his country in Korea. He was proud to serve and protect the United States of America. He 

received the Bronze Star for his outstanding leadership ability and his personal interest in his men. His 

heroic actions resulted in many successful missions.  

      Following his service in Korea, he completed his college education and married Martha Jo on October 

29, 1954. Joe was offered a job at JC Penney following graduation where he worked his way up from the 

sales floor to becoming a district manager and representing the company in Washington, D.C. He retired 

from the company after 30 years of service to live in Lakeway, Texas where they were close to good 

friends. They made many more great friendships in their 25 years in Lakeway playing golf and bridge and 

attending the Lakeway Church.  

      Martha Jo and Joe have 3 children who are the light of their lives. As the children were growing up, 

they could often be found spending weekends and vacations in Caldwell, Texas enjoying time at the 

ranch and spending time with their friends and neighbors in the country. Owning land was a lifelong 

dream and Joe loved walking the fence-line, tending to his cattle, riding his horses, and entertaining 

anyone who wanted to come for a visit.  

Seven years ago, Joe finally fulfilled his dream to live at the ranch. Martha Jo and Joe built a beautiful 

home and enjoyed their years in the country where they renewed friendships, made many new ones, 

and were active members of the Caldwell Church of Christ.  

      Everyone who knew Joe loved him for his kindness, he wisdom and good advice, and his strong family 

values. He is well respected for his accomplishments as a soldier, a businessman, a friend, a father and a 

husband. He will be missed by all who knew him and especially by his loving family; his wife, Martha Jo, 

his children, Andy, Jo Ann and Mary Ellen, their spouses, Terri, Ron and John and his grandchildren, 

James, Allison, Jackson, Jeremy and Megan.  

     Memorial services will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 9, 2020, at Lakeway Church, 2203 

Lakeway Blvd., Lakeway, TX.  

  

  


