
AUGUST 12, 2017 
A DAY AT THE RACES   

DEL MAR, CALIFORNIA 
The HCSC Club of Southern California found its way to the beautiful Oceanside racetrack in Del Mar, 

California for a day of wagering, visiting and fun. The weather was cool featuring broken clouds, with 

temperatures in the mid 70’s. Thankfully there wasn’t much humidity.  

Thirty members signed up for this event, all finding their way to the congested Clubhouse positioned 

just off of Jimmy Durante Blvd and the 5 Freeway. Southern California freeways as usual were packed 

with commuters either headed south to San Diego or north to Orange County and Los Angeles. What 

normally would be a 45 to 60 minute drive for my wife and I, took this day an hour and a half.   

Vice President of Activities Ron Salzetti worked months in advance of the event securing the tickets 

for our members and their guests.  

The 10 race program was enthusiastically supported by an energized crowd. The crowd was dotted by 

women of all ages with a preponderance of both dressy and casual headwear.  

The early races on the 10 race program were dominated by favorites. The 9th race, the Best Pal 

Stakes, a $200,000 Grade 2 Stakes Race at 6 ½ furlongs, was won by the 2 year old favorite RUN 

AWAY. RUN AWAY just won in convincing fashion a similar stakes races the prior weekend on the East 

coast at Saratoga Racetrack in New York. As winning bettors gathered at the windows to collect after 

the 9th, people were speculating whether or not they would see RUN AWAY in the run up to next 

year’s Kentucky Derby 

The patrons were sent home with a big payday in the 10th race, when 17–1 longshot RESPECT THE 

HUSTLE found the mile turf course to his liking. RESPECT THE HUSTLE charged out of the 10th position 

at the starting gate and easily closed out the rest of the field. RESPECT THE HUSTLE opened at 10 – 1 

in the morning program and was a betting overlay at race time.   

Those attending the event included: 
Carol Best & Larry McGrail   Gerri & Wayne Burt             Frank & Pat Fitzpatrick 
Sandy Gonzales                               Wayne Harmon & Lu Niesley         Stan & Cheryl Newton 
Les Olander & Helga Osterman    Jeff & Jennifer Paige                         Kevin & Carmen Rhoads 
Ron & Janice Rhoads                     Alan & Melissa Rogers                       Ron & Kay Salzetti 
Mark & Audrey Schultz                Marilyn Willour & Candis Brady     Tony & Veta Zarifis 
 

Photos courtesy of Wayne Burt (see following pages) 



 

 

 
Alan Rogers and Candis Brady  Audrey and past president Mark Schultz 

 

 

 
Carol Best and Larry McGrail enjoy  a good 

laugh! 
 Helga Osterman and Les Olander 

 

 

 
Helga is looking for a winner while Les is 

taking it in! 
 Wayne Harmon and Lu Niesley 



 

 

 
Helga Osterman, Les Olander and Jennifer 

Paige watching the finish line with interest. 
 Jeff & Jennifer Paige 

 

 

 
Jennifer Paige and Sandy Gonzales  Kay and Ron Salzetti 

 

 

 
Marilyn Willour and Melissa Rogers  Pat Fitzpatrick and Cheryl Newton 



 

 

 
Pat Fitzpatrick, Sandy Gonzales and  Frank 

Fitzpatrick 
 Ron & Janice Rhoads flank son Kevin    with 

his bride Carmen 

 

 

 
Ron Rhoads with his son Kevin  SoCal President Gerri Burt with her    husband 

Wayne 

 

 

 
Del Mar personnel ready the starting gate for 

one of the turf course races. 
 Enthusiasts track the back stretch of the 3rd 

race at Del Mar 
   
 

 

 


