
 

 
 
Dear Cycling Community, 
 
We invite you to join us for a ghost bike dedication and memorial in honor of Chuck Vogel, 
7:00pm this Friday, August 9.  The event will take place near the intersection of Centennial and 
Pine in Douglas County, at the site where Chuck was hit and killed while riding his bike in the 
early hours of July 4, 2019.  He was struck from behind by a motorist, who fled the scene and left 
Chuck on the roadside fighting for his life.  Unfortunately, Chuck’s injuries proved fatal.  The 
driver was later arrested and is in custody, facing charges for his crimes.  
 
Chuck’s wife, Teri, and son Bryan, want to remember Chuck, to celebrate him, and to dedicate 
this memorial to him, and we’d love it if you joined us.  Chuck’s family is determined to make this 
horrible event have meaning – to take this loss of one life and make it count by making cycling 
safer for Colorado cyclists.  To that end, we have partnered with Bicycle Colorado and have 
specific lobbying/law-changing/law-making goals in mind.  The family asks you to consider 
making a donation to a specific link created to assist with funding and efforts which will remember 
Chuck and honor him with efforts to change laws and make penalties stronger for drivers convicted 
of leaving the scene.  The link is: https://www.bicyclecolorado.org/join-us/donate/remembering-
chuck/ 
 
Parking: Please park at the Parker Core Knowledge school (address: 11661 Pine Dr, Parker, CO 
80138), or the parking lot/park within the neighborhood near Lincoln and Pine.  The dedication 
will start at 7pm.   
 
The Vogel family wants to thank all of the first responders who came to Chuck’s aid on the date 
of the crash for their amazing efforts and care, to the Sheriffs and law enforcement who worked 
tirelessly to arrest the at-fault driver and who continue in their investigation, to the Douglas County 
attorney’s office for their work in the criminal case thus far, and to all of their friends, family and 
community members who have shown their support.   
 
“We want Chuck’s death to mean something –to have a lasting, and positive impact.  We intend 
to work alongside Bicycle Colorado to change the laws to make sure that drivers who hit a cyclist, 
and then flee the scene, are punished severely – because their choice to leave the scene can mean 
the difference between life and death.  It’s absolutely unconscionable to leave someone on the 



roadside fighting for their life, and then face a punishment as light as probation in the criminal 
case. If drivers know they will face prison time, it’s one more step towards drivers being more 
careful around cyclists.”  -- Teri Vogel 
 
About Chuck: Chuck loved life, the outdoors, his family and his community. His presence and 
laughter would fill a room and his enthusiasm was contagious.  Always willing and eager to lend 
a hand, he was positive role model, resource and mentor to many. He was a volunteer at the Parker 
Task Force Food Bank, where friends describe him as an amazing individual. His tragic and sudden 
death has left everyone in shock and disbelief, as we struggle to come to terms with the 
indescribable loss we have suffered.  
 
 
Related news links:  
 
https://www.denverpost.com/2019/07/17/july-4th-hit-and-run-arrest-parker/ 
 
https://www.9news.com/article/news/crime/man-charged-in-connection-with-hit-and-run-that-
killed-cyclist/73-df8994fb-b4dd-4515-8765-ffe502253e31 
 
 
District Attorney George Brauchler addressed this in his press conference- he explained the 
pending charges and the chance that even with an F3 conviction, this driver could potentially 
receive a sentence of probation, which means he could freely walk from the courtroom at the 
conclusion of his case.  This must be changed.   
 View here: https://www.facebook.com/DouglasCountySheriff/videos/441093086618085/ 
 
 
******************** 
To our friends in the media:  we welcome your attendance but please,  
 
Direct all inquiries related to 

(1) The pending criminal matter involving the driver, to Cocha Heyden at the Douglas County 
Sheriff’s Office : 303-814-7005/cheyden@dcscheriff.net; 

(2) The advocacy efforts we are undertaking with Bicycle Colorado, by contacting Piep or Pete 
at Bicycle Colorado (piep@bicyclecolorado.org or pete@bicyclecolorado.org), or the 
Vogel family attorney Megan Hottman, office@hottmanlawoffice.com.   

 
We ask you to respect the family and their privacy by only asking them questions on Friday 
evening related to the memorial and their bigger-purpose-mission to make cycling safer in Chuck’s 
honor.  
 


