2019 Southeastern Alumni Event Amelia Island, Fl
On Sunday April 28th President Clara Miller along with help from Bill & Sandy Watson and
Lynne Smith greeted 45 arriving guests at the Hampton Inn in downtown Fernandina Beach, Fl.
Guests were provided with souvenir bags containing event agenda, list of attendees, area
information and their new name badges.
A hospitality suite was provided each day for guests to enjoy light refreshments, snacks and
cold beverages. This allowed the guests to visit with friends during the afternoons and
evenings when events were not planned. This year the hosts for the hospitality suite were
Dave & Tina Farmer who did an outstanding job of making sure everyone had just what they
wanted.
Sunday evening all guests attended a dinner at the Ocean Club of Amelia located right on the
Atlantic Ocean. A beautiful spring evening allowed guests to sit outside while they enjoyed a
Surf & Turf entree followed by dessert, which included a piece of key lime pie and coffee.
Monday morning guests departed on a 55 passenger bus for the Jekyll Island Club Hotel
located on Georgia’s Atlantic Coast. After arriving at the hotel the group was provided a
private tour of the historic hotel which was founded in 1886 when members of an incorporated
hunting & recreational club purchased the island for $125,000. The club thrived through the
early 20th century, its members coming from many of the world’s wealthiest families, most
notably the Morgans, Rockefeller’s, and Vanderbilts.
After the tour of the hotel the group walked over to Crane Cottage where lunch was served in
their private courtyard. After lunch the group walked the property in front of the hotel which
has some of the oldest most beautiful oak trees in the south. One tree that many took pictures
of was a Plantation Oak close to 400 years old and the largest tree on the island. After the
walk the group was picked up by a trolley and taken to the Jekyll Island Museum where the
tour guide provided additional history of the island which is 240 acres, and one of the largest
ongoing restoration projects in the Southeastern United States. The tour ended with a visit to
Faith Chapel, which was stunning with its architectural whimsy of animal carvings, terra cotta
gargoyles, and Tiffany stained glass windows. After a tour of the museum guests loaded up
and headed back to Amelia Island where they were free to do dinner at a restaurant of their
choice. A list of restaurants had been provided to all attendees a few weeks in advance so that
each could decide on their choice of food with most restaurants being within walking distance
of the hotel.
Tuesday morning golfers left for a day of golf at the Amelia River Golf Course a short distance
from the hotel. There were 16 golfers who enjoyed a competitive round with prizes awards for
1st & 2nd place teams as well as longest drive and closest to the pin. Prizes were handed out
after the golf was complete in the clubhouse. Non-golfers went on a historic wildlife
sightseeing tour of Amelia and Cumberland Island that was narrated by Captain Pajama Dave
who has lived in the area for his entire life and was able to provide great insight on both
islands.

Tuesday afternoon the Annual Business meeting was led by Clara Miller and Bill Watson. A
moment of silence was offered for those members who are no longer with us. A brief overview
of club finances and club memberships was then covered by Bill Watson. Ed Savold, National
HCSC Foundation representative, discussed the progress of the Foundation that provides
retired associates funding that are in need of financial assistance. A discussion took place on
what qualifies the associate and how we can assist in identifying associates who live in our
area.
Officers for 2019 were nominated and elected: President Dave Farmer, Secretary Treasurer &
National Club Rep. Bill Watson, HCSC Foundation Rep. Ed Savold. Later in the evening Bill
Alcorn agreed to be 1st VP and Lynne Smith agreed to be 2nd VP.
Tuesday evening began with a social hour at The DeCantery a wine bar located close by to the
hotel. The group took over the bar and was treated to their choice of a beer, wine or their
favorite cocktail. After the social hour, guests headed back to the Hampton Inn where a
catered dinner was served in their Banquet room. Once dinner was complete Dennis White
lead the group into a game of “who knows what product this was a slogan for” and all tables
competed for first place which guaranteed a prize and bragging rights over everyone else.
As the event wrapped up, Clara Miller thanked all of those in attendance with a special thank
you to Bill Watson for his role as Secretary, maintaining the finances and sending out the
emails. Clara wished everyone a safe journey home and an extended invitation to get together
in 2020 in Williamsburg, Va.
Wednesday morning guests departed for home, taking back with them many fond memories of
a special event.

Members attending: Bill & Patti Alcorn, Will & Rose Arant, John Chapman, Ron & Carolina
Clair, Jack & Lorraine Clancy, Glen & Elaine Cole, Bob & Teresa Cote, Dave & Tina Farmer, Jerry & Carol
Green, Steve Jebbia, Jack & Kim Johndrow, Amy (St. Clair) & David Lachman, Clara Miller, Cecil & Cathy
Natel, Rick & Mary Perno, Cecil & Julie Ranzino, Ed & Eileen Savold, Lynne Smith, Joe Taylor, Bill & Sandy
Watson, Bill & Susan Webb, Ted & Beverly West, Dennis & Ellen White.

Pictures of the event are on the following pages……

