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Cogburn, Gordon F. (Nov 16, 2021)  (no obituary found)  Cogburn passed away in Gresham, Oregon on 

November 16, 2021.  He was a J.C. Penney associate for 40 years, store manager of 7 different stores, and 
worked as a district manager during his career.  He retired in 1991 from the J. C. Penney store in Modesto, 
California.  Born and raised in Lakeview, Oregon, he attended Oregon State University where he met and married 
his wife of nearly 62 years, Verdalee Currey.  Verdalee preceded him in death in 2014.  He leaves behind 4 
children, their spouses, 8 grandchildren, and 8 great-grandchildren, the most recent of which was born the day 
before he died. 

 
Engelke Robert, “Bob” (Nov 4, 2021)  It is with complete sadness that I am writing this to all of you, Robert's 

friends. After a long bout of debilitating health issues, my cousin is free of pain. He passed from this world at 
about 12:30 last night. I would imagine he is enjoying a wonderful cruise right now. Thank you to those who 
checked on him. (Posted on Facebook, Nov 4th by his cousin—no obituary found) 
 

Kluver, David W.(Aug 7, 2021)  David Kluver, age 77, passed away on Saturday, Aug. 7th, 2021, with his family 

at his side following a courageous two-year battle with glioblastoma. He was born to William and Clara (Ludwigs) 
Kluver in LeMars, Iowa. He grew up in rural southern Minnesota helping with the family farm. David attended 
public high school in Sleepy Eye, MN, and graduated in 1963. He served in the Army Reserves from 1964-1970. 
        After attending Business College in Minneapolis, MN, David took a job with JCPenney as a shoe salesman. He 
spent 37 years with the company working his way up the corporate ladder, and he retired as a store manager in 
Corona, California. 
     Golfing was one of David’s favorite activities as he spent many mornings on the golf course with close friends 
in California and Arizona. He loved to travel, especially going on annual fishing trips to Leech Lake in Minnesota. 
Nothing gave David greater joy than spending time with his children and grandchildren. They have fond 
memories of golfing and fishing with Grandpa. Be it baseball, football, soccer, or dance recitals, David watched as 
their number one fan. He had a close and special relationship with each of his sons-in-law, Jeff Klitzka and Fred 
Schmidt. David felt his life was truly blessed with his loving wife, children, grandchildren, and life-long friends. 
     He is survived by his wife, Karen “Buttercup” of almost 39 years; daughters, Michelle Klitzka (Jeff), Wendy 
Kluver, stepdaughter Lori Schmidt (Fred); Grandchildren, Brandon Modahl, Melissa Modahl, Amanda Kluver, 
David Klitzka, Paige Klitzka, and Ryan Schmidt; Great-grandchild, Aviana Modahl; and future great-grandchild, 
Everly Schmidt. 
     Survivors also include four siblings: Dennis (Merlie) Kluver, Kenneth (Phyllis) Kluver, Dianne (Anthon) 
Anderson, and Thomas (Dixie) Kluver. 
     He was the best role model a family could have. He will be dearly missed and will be forever in our hearts. 
David wanted his passing to be as gentle as possible for the family. At his request, no services will be held. If he 
touched your life along the way and you would like to honor his memory-enjoy your family, support those around 
you, and treat others with respect and kindness. 
 

Feit, James “Jim” (Oct 29, 2021) Jim, 79, passed away on October 29th, 2021 in Sheridan, WY where he spent 

his summers. During the winter he loved living in Cabo San Lucas. He was born on May 2, 1942 to Henry and 
Frieda Feit. 



     Jim is survived by his wife Joanne, brother Charles and many nieces and nephews. 
    Jim’s passions besides Merchandising for JCPenney for over 36 years were fishing, bird hunting, golf, traveling 
and especially NASCAR and the Denver Broncos. 
     He was an inspiration to many and will be deeply missed by his family and many friends. 
    There will be no service. Donations, in Jim’s memory, can be made to the charity of your choice or  
Tunnels to Towers  https://t2t.org 
    Kane Funeral Home has been entrusted with local arrangements. 

 
Schauble, Milton (Oct 10, 2021)  Schauble peacefully passed away at home on Oct. 10, 2021, due to congestive 

heart failure.  Milt was born June 15, 1925, in Fayette, N.D., the second son of eight boys and one girl to Robert C and 
Mary Schauble. 
     After moving to St. John, Wash., in 1937, graduating early from St. John High in 1944, was inducted into the U.S. 
Army and served in Leyete, S. Philippines Liberation.  He received the Philippines Liberation Medal with one Bronze 
Service Star, the Asiatic Pacific Theater Service Medal and Victory Medal. 
     He attained the rank of Staff Sergeant and was an expert in carbine and a MM M-1 rifle sharp shooter. 
He received his honorable discharge in August of 1946 and attended Gonzaga University in Spokane, Wash., for two 
years while working part time for JCPenney. 
     In September of 1948, his aspiration to become a CPA was abandoned to start a career with JCPenney. This was 
when he met Catherine (Cathy) who, at the time, was employed at another JCPenney store. They married on June 24, 
1950, at St. Aloysius Church in Spokane.  Milt and Cathy moved to Missoula, Mont., in 1952, then to Bonners Ferry, 
Idaho in 1959, where Milt managed the JCPenney store for 39 years, retiring in 1985. They raised nine children: two 
sons followed by seven daughters born between 1951 and 1968. 
     In 1992, Milt and Cathy moved to Post Falls, Idaho. In their retirement years, they enjoyed traveling and spending 
time with their grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
      Milt was an Honorary Life member of the Knights of Columbus, which he served for decades with honor and 
distinction. He was also a faithful member in the American Legion and served on numerous committees and boards, 
always willing to lend a helping hand where needed.   He held a deep devotion to God and the Catholic faith. Strong 
morals, integrity and work ethics embodied his everyday life. This was evidenced by a lifetime full of community 
service and selfless dedication to serve others. 
     A good and decent man with a kind and gentle spirit who touched so many and was admired by all, his friendly 
smile and engaging manner was the icing on the cake. 
     Milt was preceded in death by his wife of 70 years, Catherine (August 2020); his parents; sister Elizabeth (Ray) 
Delong; brothers John, William, Don, Philip, Rollin and Albert (Betty) Schauble; brothers-in-law Bryan, Wilson, Bernard, 
Delbert and Stanley Hobbs; sisters-in-law Evelyn, Bessie, Hazel, Beulah and June; son-in-law Duane Primozich; 
grandson, Michael Kendall Schauble and great-granddaughter Ashley Marie Schauble. 
     Milt is survived by sons David and Jeffrey; daughters Christine, Elizabeth, Victoria, Margaret (Bill Thibeau), Mikele 
(Paul Bruner), Becky and Rachelle (Todd Smith), Brother Joe (Carolyn); brother-in-law Duane (Bobbi) Hobbs; sisters-in-
law Maureen, Dorothy, Colleen; 21 grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren and numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. 
     A funeral Mass with a Military Funeral Honors Ceremony will be held Friday, Oct. 22, 2021, at 11 a.m. at St. Thomas 
Catholic Church, 919 E Indiana St., in Coeur d’Alene.  Inurnment with Catherine will be held Oct. 29, 2021, at 2:30 p.m. 
at St. Thomas the Apostle Cemetery, Sherman Avenue and S 23rd St., in Coeur d’Alene.  To watch the live-stream 
please visit English Funeral Chapel’s Facebook page.  In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to St. Thomas Catholic 
Church. 

 
Carney, Phyllis Ann (Oct 14, 2021)  Carney, a beloved wife, mother, sister, aunt, and friend, passed away 

peacefully on October 14, 2021 at age 93 in Houston, TX. 
     She was born in Winona, MN on July 5, 1928 to John and Jeanette Lubinski. Upon graduating high school, 
Phyllis began a career in retail at a local women's ready-to-wear shop where she met her husband, Richard (Dick) 
Carney, who worked at a neighboring department store. After following Richard's career with JCPenney, which 

https://t2t.org/


moved the couple from Minnesota to Nebraska to Illinois to New York and then back to Nebraska again, they 
settled in Sioux Falls, SD in April of 1977.   They welcomed the birth of their only child, Tim, in March of 1968. 
     Phyllis loved to bowl, read murder mysteries, and watch tv shows and movies of the same genre. Upon 
retirement she fell in love with the desert southwest, spending winters in Mesa, AZ to get away from the long 
South Dakota winters, along with Richard and many treasured friends from the Midwest.  
     During retirement her biggest hobby involved keeping a diary – she chronicled every day from late 1990 until 
just a few years ago. 
     Phyllis is survived by her husband, Richard, as well as their son Tim (Kevin), of Houston, TX. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, as well as brothers Frank (Hazel) and Tony (Leona). 
     Visitation with family present will be from 5-7 Thursday October 21st, 2021 at Miller Funeral Home, 507 S 
Main Avenue. The funeral service is scheduled for 11:00am on Friday October 22, 2021 at Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church, 3601 E Dudley Ln, with burial to follow at St Michael Catholic Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, please donate 
to The Furniture Mission of South Dakota on her behalf. 

 
Manchester, Maxine Mae ((Oct 22, 2021)  It is with sadness that I begin this message to you, as my a new 

found friend, Maxine Mae Manchester (Rasmussen) has taken flight to the "Great Beyond" earlier today. 
      At 92 years of senior age, very proper, kind and an "always excited" resident in the Valley of the Sun, Maxine 
was living life to the fullest, loved her chocolate candy, a sip or two of champagne, and a special outing to the 
Cheese Cake Factory for Sunday Brunch, a Mimosa, share a waffle with fruit (but always carrying her own special 
syrup). 
     In early June, Maxine drove from Arizona to Washington, for a family reunion, stopping in Lake Havasu, NV, on 
to Bakersfield, CA before arriving to see her surviving brother, Mike, his family...nieces, Melissa, Amy, Sarah, 
Susan and nephews, Mike and Ted and their families. 
She returned to her residence in Peoria, after about this 10 days visit with family members. 
     Maxine is pre-deceased by her husband, Verdell Rasmussen, a daughter, and is survived by one daughter, 
Nicole.   
     Mr. Rasmussen was a JCP Store Manager here in Scottsdale, in California as well as in Oahu, Hawaii.  He 
passed away prior to or shortly after retirement. 
     Cpndolences may be directed to Maxine's brother, Mr. Mike Manchester at his business, 750 Vandercook 
Way, Longview, WA 98632-4017.   (Vyda J Bridwell, Secretary, Valley of the Sun RMG)) 

 
Asby, Donald Keith (Sept 26, 2021)  Asby, of Wayzata, MN passed away peacefully on September 26, 2021. He is 

survived by his three children, Tom (Margaret), Michelle (Jim), Teri (Larry), seven grandchildren, six great grand 
children, two nieces, two nephews and his special friend Judy Nelson and her family.  
     Don was born February 12, 1931 in Wapello, Iowa to Oran and Della (nee Hutchcroft) Asby. A proud Hawkeye, Don 
graduated from the University of Iowa in 1952. He was employed in various management positions by JCPenney for 37 
years and was recognized with the Chairman's Award for Excellence 5 times throughout his career. 
      Family and friends will remember Don as a loving father, proud grandfather and great grandfather, as well as a 
gracious soul who had a kind word for everyone. He will be missed at Folkestone for his warm smile and skills as a 
competitive bridge partner.  
     Due to Covid-19 restrictions, private services will be held at St. Luke Presbyterian Church. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made indicating a gift in memory of Donald Asby to the University of Iowa Center for 
Advancement, P.O. Box 4550, Iowa City, Iowa 52244-4550 or to St. Luke Presbyterian Church, 3121 Groveland School 
Road, Wayzata, MN 55391. 

 
Burmeister, Roger W. (Oct 3, 2021), 93, of La Crosse, passed away on Sunday, October 3, 2021 at the 

Gundersen Health System. He was born May 9, 1928 to Arthur and Olga (Nelson) Burmeister. He married his high 
school sweetheart, Charlotte Burgdorf, on June 17, 1950 in Winona, MN, and they were married for 53 years. She 
preceded him in death on July 8, 2003. 



     Roger worked his entire career for JCPenney, over 41 years. He started working in Winona and later was 
transferred to La Crosse in the downtown store. He also helped to open the JCPenney Valley View Mall store and 
retired as Merchandise Manager. In Roger’s younger years he liked fishing and hunting. Later in life, he enjoyed 
playing golf and bowling. He also took tremendous pride in tending to his beautiful rose and vegetable gardens. 
Roger will be lovingly remembered and missed by his family. He is survived by his son Steven (Georgia) 
Burmeister, daughter Lynne (David) Griesel, and son-in-law Jon (Beth) Krzykowski; grandchildren: Chris (Val) 
Burmeister, Tessa and Leah Griesel, and Joanie (Chris) Kiel; great-grandchildren: Nolan and Lucas Burmeister, and 
Kendall Kiel. 
     In addition to his wife, he was preceded in death by his parents, a daughter Karen Krzykowski, and two 
brothers: Arthur and Glen Burmeister. 
    Funeral services will be held on Monday, October 11, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
2135 Weston Street, La Crosse. Pastor Mark Bartusch will officiate and burial will be in the Oak Grove Cemetery. 
Friends may visit with the family on Monday at the church from 10:00 a.m. until time of services. Masks are 
required for all attending. In lieu of flowers memorials may be given to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. The 
Dickinson Family Funeral Home & Crematory is assisting the family with services. 
     Online condolences may be shared at www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com. 

 
 
Perry, Frank A.(May 28, 2021)  Perry passed away on Friday, May 28 2021. Born July 1, 1940 to Major A. and 

Lilly Perry in Henrico County, Virginia. He graduated from Varina High School in 1958, joined the Air force in 1959, 
and was then stationed at Fairchild AFB. It was there he met his wife JoAnn in 1961. They married in 1962 and 
were married for 59 years. He attended EWU and was employed by the JCPenney Co. for 35 years in many 
capacities and lived in 7 states over 20 years. He supported many community organizations such as the Spokane 
Symphony, United Way, and Better Business Bureau. He retired as manager of the Northtown store in 1997. 
     After retiring, Frank enjoyed riding mountain and road bikes. He was also passionate about Porsche sports cars 
and was a long time member of the Porsche Club of America where he made many longtime friends. 
     He is survived by his wife JoAnn and their two sons, Frank Jr of Seattle and Nathan of London, England. He is 
also survived by his sisters JoAnn Garrison and Barbara Quillan and brothers Joe and Robert St. John. As per his 
wishes, no funeral will be held. A celebration of life will be held at a later date. He will be greatly missed and 
lovingly remembered. In lieu of flowers, please donate to Hospice of Spokane. 

 
Schultz, Rober Lee (Sept 25, 2021) It is indeed with sadness and grief that we announce the death of Robert 

Lee Schultz (Bob). However, it is with great love, pride, and reverence that we respectfully share some of his life’s 
story. 
     Bob was born on June 16, 1921 in Leroy, Texas to Alvin and Emma Schultz. He had 2 sisters, Viola and Esther, 
and one brother, Wilburn, who have all preceded him in death.  Bob died on September 25, 2021 at his residence 
at Celebration Senior Living in Denison, Texas. He was very much loved by the staff and he loved them as well. 
Bob lived independently until he was 97 years old, moving to Assisted Living to “get his money’s worth out of his 
long-term care policy he had bought many years ago.” He enjoyed being the center of attention and “being 
spoiled rotten” by the staff as he quickly became a favorite. 
     Bob attended Brenham schools all the way through high school. It was in high school that he met the love of 
his life, Elizabeth Seward. She was a Cheerleader and he was in the band. In addition to being in the Brenham 
Cubs band, he also had his own orchestra (Bobby Lee and his Orchestra) and began playing his trumpet at age 12 
for dances around the county. After graduation, Bob went to Texas A&M, beginning a love for that school that 
existed to his death. He was so proud of being “Class of 44.” In 1942, At the end of their Junior year, Bob and his 
classmates were awakened one morning and told to report to the Mess Hall, where they were given uniforms 
and drafted into the U.S. Army to join the WWII efforts abroad as Corporals. It was just that quick. When 
interviewed, so that a position could be found that best fit his skills, he said that he could shoot a rifle… A 
statement he said that he immediately regretted because he was assigned to the Fifth Army in the 351st 

http://www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com/


“Spearhead” Infantry Regiment, 88th Blue Devil Division that fought in the Italian Campaign. He later said that he 
sure wished he had told them that his special talent was driving. That way maybe he would have been given a 
tank instead of a rifle with no protection. He was sent to Officer Training School at Ft. Benning, Georgia where he 
was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant. By the end of the war, his rank was that of 1st Lieutenant. 
     Prior to leaving for Africa and then on to Italy, Bob married his high school sweetheart, Elizabeth Seward, in a 
small church in Yuma Arizona where he was enrolled in special training. Bob and Elizabeth and a friend and his 
new wife then drove cross country to Roanoke, Virginia, where he traveled on a freighter that crisscrossed the 
ocean to dodge “U boats” to Algiers, Africa. Bob was overseas 18 months during which time he earned the 
Combat Infantryman Badge, a Bronze Star, and 2 Purple Hearts. 
     When Bob returned to Brenham after the War, he reenrolled in Texas A&M, completed his degree in Wildlife 
Management and a second degree in Business Administration. Upon graduation, he interviewed with the J.C. 
Penney company in downtown Houston and was hired as a management trainee. This began his 40 year career 
with the company. 
      Bob first became a J.C. Penney manager in Portales, New Mexico. His next store was in Port Arthur, Texas. He 
moved his family to his next store in Clovis, New Mexico, then onto San Antonio, Texas, followed by Jefferson 
City, Missouri. From Missouri, Bob accepted the management position at Amigo Land Mall in Brownsville, Texas, 
followed by his final store in North Little Rock Arkansas. He enjoyed great success as a store manager and was 
acknowledged as being one of the top J.C. Penney store managers in the nation. 
     Right before retirement, Bob lost Elizabeth and moved to Temple, Texas to be closer to his daughter, Betty and 
her daughter, Carey. He and Elizabeth had been married for almost 45 years . He eventually remarried Christina 
Romine, an old family friend, and they enjoyed 17 years of a happy marriage until she too, passed away. 
     Bob loved the Lord and was a long-time member of Christ Episcopal Church in Temple, Texas. He is survived by 
his two sons, Robert Schultz of Columbia, Missouri, Bill Schultz and his wife, Carrie of Land O Lakes, Florida, his 
daughter Betty and son-in-law, Ken Higdon of Denison, Texas and granddaughter, Dr. Carey Brooks who resides 
with her husband, Craig, and 3 children, Ella (11), Garrett (10) and Caleb (6) in Celina, Texas. Through his marriage 
to Christina, Bob happily gained additional family members: 2 more sons, Roger Romine and his wife, Sandy of 
Newland, North Carolina and Dr. Lee Romine and his wife, Rindy of Natchitoches, Louisiana. Grandchildren 
include Chrissy Dollar and her husband, Jon, with their son Leo of Austin, Texas, Michael Romine of Dallas, Texas, 
Holly Romine of Santa Barbara, California and Hannah Horr of Sand Diego, California. 
     Bob was a role model to many, a successful businessman, and a wonderful husband, father, and grandfather. 
He was a great friend to many. He will be very missed and though not with us in physical body, he will always 
remain in our hearts. 

 
Slusser, William Scott (Sept 18, 2021) William, age 64, passed away peacefully at home on Saturday, 

September 18, 2021. He was preceded in death by his parents, William E. Slusser and Faith “Toddy” Slusser, and 
his infant son, Kevin Slusser. He is survived by his wife of 44 years, Lori Slusser, his son, Eric Slusser, his daughter, 
Kristen Rzonca (Michael), his aunt, Zelma Slusser, his cousins Tani Salkowski, Kirk Smith, and Erik Smith, and his 
sisters-in-law Diane Sherry (Markus) and Janice Birr (Allan). 
     Scott was born on October 1, 1956 in Huntington, Indiana. He spent his childhood years playing with his 
cousins along the banks of the Wabash River. They were like siblings to him. 
     In 1970, Scott’s family moved to Cape Coral, Florida and he quickly became friends with his neighbors. The 
group affectionately called themselves “the gang”. Eventually bicycles were traded for golf clubs and Scott, Brian, 
Dave, and JR continued as a foursome. 
     Scott found love with Lori at Cypress Lake High School. Three days after getting married, they moved to 
Tallahassee to attend Florida State University. He earned a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration. 
Upon graduation, Scott began his career at JCPenney where his hard work and tenacity led to several 
promotions. His career with JCPenney would span 24 years in five cities with many colleagues turning into 
lifelong friends. 



     Scott began his second career at the City of Cape Coral in the Human Resources Department in 2007. He 
worked there for 12 years before retiring. 
     For over 30 years, Scott, along with his buddies Tony D., Tony S., Lee, Phil, and Charlie, gathered for biannual 
golf trips. These weekend getaways always included spirited debates about college football, politics, and the best 
bands (The Beatles always won). 
     Scott was an avid reader with an especially deep library of American politics and history. He also wrote short 
stories, song lyrics, and poetry. His work has appeared in The Storyteller, Westward Quarterly, Poet’s Ink Review, 
and Long Story Short. 
     Scott's greatest joy was spending time with his sweetheart Lori. Scott was proud of his children who became 
curious, well-versed, and kind adults.   You could always count on Scott playing his music loud, drinking his coffee 
black, and enjoying the evening sunset. 
     A private service for family members will be held at Coral Ridge Cemetery.  Fond memories and expressions of 
sympathy may be shared at www.CoralRidgeFuneralHome.com for the Slusser family. 
 

Uitermark,John t (Seo 7, 2021)  John, 87, passed away on Tuesday, September 7, 2021. A public visitation will 

be held on Sunday, September 12, 2021, from 2-4:00p.m. at Grandon Funeral and Cremation Care, 414 Lincoln 
Way, Ames, Iowa 50010. With a graveside service held on Monday September 13, at 1:00 p.m. at Hubbard 
Cemetery, 418 S Wisconsin St, Hubbard, IA 50122. 
     John was born on August 28, 1934, to Floyd and Hazel (Berve) Uitermarkt in Hubbard, Iowa. John was a 
graduate of Hubbard High School with the class of 1952. After graduation John enlisted in the United States 
Marines Corps and served his country honorably from 1953 until 1956. John soon enrolled at Ellsworth Jr. College 
in Iowa Falls and graduated in 1958. Later that year he was married to the love of his life Marjorie Zenger. The 
two would welcome a daughter Laura in 1960, only to be blessed with their second child, Phillip in late December 
of 1961. Soon after John started his work at JCPenney as a trainee. It was not long after John had worked his way 
to the District Personnel Manger of JCPenney Co. in Minneapolis, MN in 1970. John worked the rest of his 
career at JCPenney retiring on March 5, 1993. John will be remembered by countless friends and family for 
always leaving such a lasting impression. 
     Left to cherish John's memory is his wife, Marge, son Phil, grandchildren: Michael, Jessica, Johnathan, 
Christopher, and Brandon; great-grandchildren: Tyler, William, Grayson, Bryce, Mia, and Morgan. Also, John is 
survived by his siblings, Tom (Margaret) Uitermarkt, and sister Mary Ann Mulford. 
     John is preceded in death by his parents Floyd and Hazel, and daughter Laura. 
     Online condolences may be made at www.grandonfuneralandcremationdcare.com 

 
Lamond, Walter Tourison (Dec 31, 2018)  Lamond, 89, was born in Philadelphia, PA on October 2, 1929 to 

James Lamond and Hazel Lamond. While in hospice, Mr. Lamond passed away peacefully in his sleep after a 
battle with respiratory illnesses and cancer. 
     Walter was a man who devoted himself to helping others, from serving as a volunteer for his son’s Little 
League team to helping the local community after natural disasters to feeding the neighbors during an 
ice storm to assisting with the design of a local Technical High School. He also worked with his wife with 
the Vocational Industrial Clubs of America, where he designed an HVAC skills competition and later 
served in it as a Judge. After he retired, Mr. Lamond took on the challenge of serving the United Way as 
the leader for Henry County. He later served the 40 and 8 (a fraternal and charitable Honor Society of 
American Veterans) in several leadership positions including Georgia Commander. A few of his favorite 
40 and 8 activities were the annual Christmas party (where hundreds of mentally challenged kids 
received Christmas gifts from Santa Claus), finding Nursing recipients for annual scholarships, and riding 
on the famous 40 and 8 train at various locations within Georgia. He also volunteered for many years at 
the VA Hospital on Clairmont Road. 
     Walter met Lillian Studnia in Levittown, PA in the summer of 1963 when a mutual friend asked him to fix 
the air conditioner in her sons’ room. They maintained their connection for 4 years and were married in 
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Miami, FL in 1967. In 1972, the family moved to the Toco Hill area of Atlanta, GA and have remained in 
the metro Atlanta area since. Their house quickly became the place to be for holiday meals, where 
extended family members, neighbors, and friends often came for friendship and fellowship. 
     From his time in the Army during the Korean War to the time of his retirement, Walter Lamond was an 
HVAC expert and aficionado. His decades with the JC Penney Co. as a Mechanical Field Engineer took 
him to all states in the southeastern United States where he oversaw the design and installation of 
HVAC systems in all JC Penney stores and facilities. During that time, he touched the lives of Store 
Managers and others within the stores and later became very active within the Georgia and Florida 
Retired JC Penney Associate groups. 
     Aside from work and volunteering, it was Walter Lamond’s sense of humor that he was perhaps most 
known for. He seemed to have an unlimited repertoire of jokes and riddles and shared them freely; this 
occurred in the hospital up to the time of his passing, often having nurses bringing in his/her colleagues 
to hear the same jokes over and over again. His laugh was infectious and, combined with his kindness, 
received smiles from those around him. 
     Walter Lamond was preceded in death by his wife Lillian Lamond, parents James Lamond and Hazel 
Lamond, brother Samuel Lamond, and sisters Peggy Byer and Hazel Brower. He is survived by his sons 
Michael Lamond, Thomas Lamond, and Walter Michael Lamond, daughters Susan Skinner (William) and 
Deborah Brownson, and grandsons Michael Lamond, Jr., Colby Skinner, Clayton Lamond, Tony Lamond, 
and Nicholas Brownson. 
      In lieu of flowers, please send a donation in the name of Walter T. Lamond to Cure Childhood Cancer 
(curechildhoodcancer.org) or St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital (stjude.org). 
 

Shelton, Baker Joseph (Aug 30, 2021)  Good Evening JCPenney Partners/Spouses: It is with sadness that I advise that 

Baker Joseph Shelton, has passed on August 30, 2021 at a glorious age of 98 years.   
     He is survived by three sons;  Steve, Mark and Kent, the daughters-in-law, seven grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren.  His wife and partner, Dollie, pre-deceased Joe, but his wishes will be honored and he will be interred 10:00 
AM, September 12, 2021, at Green Acres Cemetery at 401 N. Hayden Road,  Scottsdale, AZ  
     Daughter-in-law, Sarah, reported that Joe had just completed a skit about butterflies, a “metamorphosis”.  He had 
entered into hospice services the week prior and passed peacefully. 
 “Joe” was hi-lighted in the Spring 2021 Issue of Partners, and I located his “story” that he prepared for a 2007 Partners 
“veterans” project,  and will share some of the information again. 
      Baker “Joe” Shelton was born in Virginia in December of 1922, raised in High Point, NC, served in WWII in the Navy, and 
honorably discharged in December 1945.  Must have loved the South Pacific and worked his way back to California, settling 
in San Mateo, CA. 
     “Joe” attended college and worked part time at a Montgomery Ward store, and then a J.C. Penney store, met his wife, 
married in 1947.  He was recruited by Blake Gordon to join on a full time basis, as Men’s Department Manager at a new 
store in Walnut Creek, CA in October of 1951.  His JCP career, kept him in California  - Fullerton and Inglewood, until late 
1960’s.  Early 1970’s came to the Greater Phoenix area as the District Merchandiser – Hardlines, then was District 
Distribution Merchandiser, retiring out of the Paradise Valley, AZ store after 37 years plus two. 
     One of “Joe” hobbies then and during his retirement years was to write personalized poems for fellow Associates who 
were transferred or retired.  Thus, it was very appropriate for him in 1952, to celebrate J. C. Penney’s 50th Anniversary, to 
write “Penney Teamwork” and was so graciously acknowledged by Mr. Penney. 
    After “Joe’s” retirement, he played a little golf, gave 15 years as a Docent volunteer at the Scottsdale Center for the Arts, 
received the James Cash Penney Award for Community Service, and assisted in this facility receiving grants from the J. C. 
Penney Company.  He was very involved in the Pappas School for those children less fortunate, and graciously served the 
Valley of the Sun HCSC – RMG as Treasurer.  He always “treasured” the friendships with the Penney people, who are 
indeed, a “cut above the rest”. 
      Condolences may be directed to the family, c/o  Mr. Kent Shelton, 2335 W. Estrella Drive, Chandler, AZ 85224.  Info 
provided by Vyda Bridwell 

 



Isbell, Jack O (Jne 20, 20201)  Jack began his long career with JC Penney at the Downtown Seattle, WA store 

located at 2nd and Pike St. Jack started out in the Men’s Workwear department located in the stores basement 
selling clothes and fondly remembered feeling the rumble of the many trains going through downtown Seattle 
each day.  From there, Jack went to Downtown Everett, WA.   
     After Everett he helped open and worked at the Lloyd Center store in Portland, OR. Along the way, he and his 
adored wife Patricia had 4 children. From Portland he was sent to Downtown Salem, OR on Liberty, then Florin 
Center in Sacramento, CA where he was merchandising manager and promoted to assistant manager. He told of 
a promotional visit by Playboy model and actress Barbi Benton who was Hugh Hefner’s girlfriend at the time. 
      Jack was then promoted to store manager of downtown Richmond, CA.  He recalled his security manager 
there was a sparring partner for professionals in heavy weight boxing.  At that time the store was located directly 
across from the Richmond Chapter of the Hells Angels Bike Club. He said they were some of the nicest customers 
he ever had!  His next assignment took him to the Astoria, OR store.  After that, Jack accepted  the downtown 
Casper, WY store which he ran and closed once the new Eastridge Mall store was completed and served as 
manager there until he retired. 
     Jack served J C Penney and the community by belonging to the Chamber of Commerce, Casper Service League, 
and the Wyoming Retail Merchants Association.  Jack is also a member of the HCSC Alumni Century Club. 
     Jack and Pat treasured the decades’ long friendships they made with the good people of JC Penney and kept in 
touch with many people over the years. 
     Jack survived his darling wife Pat; he is survived by his 4 children and 9 grandchildren. We will always love and 
miss this wonderful man and hearing his memorable experiences working for J C Penney! 
 Note:  There is no obituary available.  Information provided by family member 

 
Miles, James Joseph (Aug 15, 2021) Miles, 88, of Wichita Falls, passed away on Sunday, August 15, 2021 

peacefully with his family at home.  Memorial services will be at 10:30 am on August 23, 2021 at Our Lady Queen 
of Peace Church with Father Alex Ambrose officiating. Arrangements are under the direction of Lunn's Colonial 
Funeral Home. 
     A son of the late Pauline (Alears) and Joseph C. Miles, James was born on March 12, 1933, in Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin. James known as Jim or Jimmy by his friends graduated from Lincoln High School in 1951 in 
Manitowoc, WI. He went on to graduate from Marquette University in 1955. He received a ROTC 
Commission 2nd lieutenant in 1955 and served as a basic training officer at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri for two 
years. 
     In 1953 Jim met Adrea the love of his life in Two Rivers, WI. She was his caretaker and the most wonderful 
mother. He would always speak of her beauty and that no one else could compare. They enjoyed trips to the 
casino and spending time with their children and grandchildren. 
     In 1957 Jim’s JCPenney career began in Milwaukee, WI. He traveled as store manager to Gary, Indiana; 
Melrose Park, Illinois; Harvey, Illinois; Tulsa, Oklahoma; Houston, Texas; and finally landed in Wichita Falls, TX. Jim 
was proud to have been a rotary member since 1978 and was a Paul Harris Fellow in 1985. He served as a board 
member of The Salvation Army plus numerous other civic organizations. He was also a YMCA member since 1977. 
     Jim and Adrea spent their retirement living between their home in Wichita Falls, TX and their cabin in Door 
County, WI. They enjoyed spending time with all their friends and family enjoying the beautiful weather of Door 
County especially spending time with the late Sarah and Marvin Daubner and family. 
     Along with his parents, James was also preceded in death by his brother Leroy Miles, his son Jimmy Miles, and 
his daughter-in-law Kelly Miles. 
     He is survived by his wife of 68 years, Adrea Miles; his son Joel Miles; his daughter Renae Miles Harper and 
husband Mike Harper; his daughter Catherine Miles; and his son Jon Miles; daughter-in-law, Charlotte; and their 
11 grandchildren, Ken, Gregory, Drew, Caroline, Mary, Joseph, Justin, Taylor, Tanner, Shannon and Brett. He was 
blessed to have met his many great grandchildren. 
     A special thanks to Hospice of Wichita Falls for the care and comfort during Jim’s last months. They brought 
such joy to our home. 



     In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be sent to Hospice of Wichita Falls or the Salvation Army. 

 
Byrne III, John William (July 20, 2021)   (Jack) died at the age of 95 on July 20, 2021, at home in Naples, FL. He 

was born September 21, 1925, in Brooksville, KY, the son of Varina and John W. Byrne Jr., both deceased. He was 
preceded in death by a sister, Olga Byrne Fryer. 
     Jack was a graduate of Bellevue, KY High School and Miami University, Oxford, OH,  where he was a member of 
Sigma Chi Fraternity, Alpha Chapter. He was a veteran of WWII, serving as a navigator/bombardier on a B-29. 
Jack worked for JC Penney his entire 37-year business career, retiring at Keowee Key in Salem, SC in 1985. He 
joined Saint Mark United Methodist Church in Seneca, SC, enjoyed golfing, gardening, singing in the choir and 
served on the Advisory Board of the Salvation Army of Oconee County, SC. 
     Mr. Byrne is survived by his wife of 71 years, Shirley Stearns Byrne of Naples, FL and their three children: 
Captain John W. Byrne IV, USN Ret. and his wife, Carmela, of Downingtown, PA, Lisa Byrne Brown of Springfield, 
IL and David S. Byrne of Naples, FL; as well as 6 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. 
     Placement of ashes in the Saint Mark columbarium will take place at a later date. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions in Jack's name may be made to Saint Mark United Methodist Church, 616 Quincy Rd., Seneca, SC 
29678 or the Salvation Army of Oconee County, SC, 100 Debra Street, Sececa, SC 29678. 
 

Carpineta, Carol (Aug 8, 2021) was born in San Francisco, California in 1944 and passed away August 2021. She 

was 76. The oldest of four children, she graduated From Sequoia High School in Redwood City, California and 
attended Sierra College.  
     She was a member of the International Order of Rainbow Girls, Cerbat Lanes bowling league and the Catholic 
Church. She married Jerry Carpineta in 1966. She was a loving wife; mother of three sons, Matthew, Mark, and 
Kyle; a proud grandmother of two grandchildren; and an aunt to many nephews and nieces. She lived all over the 
west but retired in Arizona. 
     She worked as a retail clerk, and excelled at knowing her customers, their needs and her store’s inventory 
well. She enjoyed genealogy, and documenting volumes of family history and tracing family roots. She had such a 
deep interest in family history; she collected antique photos of generations past from all over the country and 
was known to sidetrack family vacations, so she could walk a cemetery to look for possible heritage here and 
there. 
     She was a talented artist, painter, avid crafter and master of the fiber arts. Carol knitted, crocheted and made 
beautiful quilts, many of them for our service men and women serving in war zones overseas. She tailored and 
sewed clothing, made Halloween costumes and just about anything else you can imagine. 
     She loved music, gardening, canning, cooking, and baking, and made the best Christmas cookies you’d ever 
taste. She also had a magical superpower of being able to make a box of Kleenex appear from thin air just about 
anywhere she went. She left a legacy of working with her head and hands to make hearts around her happy and 
will be greatly missed. 
     Funeral Mass celebrated at 10 a.m. Aug. 26 at St. Mary Catholic Church, Kingman, Arizona. Reception to follow 
at the Church hall. Interment will be held at Calvary Catholic Cemetery in Flagstaff, Arizona. 
     In lieu of flowers the family asks that donations be made to the Arizona ALS association. 

 
Chenoweth, Joyce Marlene (Carey) (Aug 5, 2021) Marlene passed away Thursday, August 5, 2021, with her 

family by her side. She was born September 19, 1937, in Galloway, Ohio. Marlene was a graduate of Hilliard, Ohio 
Class of 1955. She worked at the State Office and in the accounting offices of General Motors, Columbus, Ohio. 
She is a member of P.E.O. Chapter FA Gahanna, Ohio. 
     She was preceded in death by father: Frank Edward Carey, and mother: Florence G. Dysert; brothers: Silas E, 
and Thomas Carey, step-brother: Sunny Younkin; step-sister: Mary Lou Marbaugh. 
     She is survived by husband: John; sons: Jeffery (Nancy), Steven (Jill); daughter: Kari (Pete) Schuster; 
grandchildren: Tom (Nicole) Schuster, Daniel (Candice) Schuster, Karlee (Corey) Schoen, Steven Schuster, Jack A. 
Chenoweth, William H. Chenoweth, John D. Chenoweth, and Dale Chenoweth; great-grandchildren: Aurora 



Schuster, and James Schuster; sister: Sharon (Cliff) Dowler; step-brother: David Younkin; sisters-in-law: Cheryl 
Carey, Diane Carey, and Sheila (Kevin) Porter; brothers-in-law: Dan Chenoweth, and Gary Arrington. She is also 
survived by many nieces, nephews, and her lifelong friend Donna Coblentz. 
     Marlene loved ballroom dancing and music. She performed solo and sang in many choruses. Her hobbies were 
cooking, camping, and family. She supported woman through her participation and leadership in the 
Philanthropic Organization P.E.O. 
      She loved attending her children’s football, baseball and cheerleading competitions. She was an avid fan of 
Cleveland Indians, and Pittsburgh Steelers. 
     The family will welcome friends 12 Noon–2:00 P.M., on Wednesday, August 11, 2021, a Celebration of Life 
Service to follow at TIDD FAMILY FUNERAL HOME, 5265 Norwich Street, Hilliard, OH. 43026. A second Service will 
be held on August 12, 2021, family will welcome friends from 1-3 P.M., a Celebration of Life Service to follow at 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 230 West Main Street, Beach City, OH, 44608. In Lieu of flowers memorial 
contributions may be made to Ohio’s Hospice Life Care, 1900 Akron Road, Wooster, Ohio, 44691. A Private family 
Inurnment Dover Burial Park, Dover, Ohio. 
     To plant Memorial Trees in memory of Joyce Marlene Chenoweth, please click here to visit our Sympathy 
Store. 

 
Shipley, Brenda J. (July 11, 2021)  It is with deep sorrow that we announce the death of Brenda J. Shipley of 

Lafayette, Indiana, who passed away on July 11, 2021, at the age of 80, leaving to mourn family and friends. You 
can send your sympathy in the guestbook provided and share it with the family. You may also light a candle in 
honor of Brenda J. Shipley. 
     She was predeceased by : her parents, John Richardson and Evelyn Kennedy. She is survived by : her husband 
Ron Shipley; her daughters, Kimberly Chapman of Austin, TX and Sherri Furgason (Eric); her grandchildren, Amber 
Mattes, Brandon Mattes (Jessica), Michelle Cowen (Scott), Keegan Furgason, Ashley Houser (Christopher), Zach 
Chapman, Alex Chapman and Leah Chapman; her sister Jeanette Neal; and also, Roy and Ethel Murphy. 
     Visitation was held on Thursday, July 15th 2021 from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM at the Soller-Baker Funeral Homes 
& Crematory, Lafayette Chapel (400 Twyckenham Blvd, Lafayette, IN 47909). A funeral service was held on 
Thursday, July 15th 2021 at 12:00 PM at the same location. 
     Memorial contributions may be made to Natalie's Second Chance No Kill Animal Shelter in Brenda's memory. 

 
Miner, Delbert D. (June 14, 2021)  Delbert, loving husband, father of six, grandfather of 15 and great 

grandfather of four passed away at Munson Medical Center in Traverse City, Michigan on June 14, 2021, just shy 
of his 90th birthday. 
      Del was born on a farm near Allegan, MI to Darl and Goldie (Commans) Miner on July 10, 1931. Early lessons 
of hard work and perseverance stayed with him throughout his life. Standing an imposing six foot, five inches, Del 
was known for getting things done for others without fuss or need of recognition, and loving his family in a quiet, 
fierce way. His children laugh that his stubbornness was legendary. 
     He graduated from Hopkins High School in 1949. He joined the United States Air Force and spent four years in 
the service. He began his career with JC Penney in Allegan, MI and spent 42 years with them, moving 9 times 
before his retirement in 1991. 
     On Oct. 27, 1956 he married Bonnie (Schuelke) Miner in Manistee, MI. Together they raised their six children. 
Del was preceded in death by his parents; his brothers Ken (Bev) Miner, Gilbert (Betty) Miner (his twin), Russell 
(Pat) Miner and Jerry (Patti) Miner; his sister-in-law Bev (Ken) Miner; and his brother-in-law Ron (Barbara) 
McCarthy. 
     He is survived by his wife Bonnie; sister Mary (Harve) Norris; sisters-in-law Betty (Gilbert) Miner, Pat (Russell) 
Miner, Patti (Jerry) Miner, Barbara (Ron) McCarthy and Elsie (Ken) Majchrzak; brothers-in-law Harve (Mary) 
Norris and Ken (Elsie) Majchrzak. 
He is also survived by his sons James (Peg) Miner, David (Jill) Miner, Mark (Karen) Miner, twins John (Mary) Miner 
and Susan (Dan) Freund, and Kathi Green; 15 grandchildren; 4 great grandchildren; and many other relatives and 

https://www.tiddfuneralservice.com/obituary/joyce-chenoweth/gifts?campaign=obituaryInline-gifts-textLink-obitText
https://www.tiddfuneralservice.com/obituary/joyce-chenoweth/gifts?campaign=obituaryInline-gifts-textLink-obitText


friends. 
     Per Del's wishes there will be no public service. A family memorial will be held at a later date. In lieu of 
flowers, those wishing to make a memorial donation may do so to a charity of their choice. 
     To plant trees in memory, please visit our Sympathy Store. 

 
Van Kleek, Mildred “Mickey” (May 20, 2019)  Mickey  was born May 2, 1923 and passed away May 20, 

2019. She is survived by her sister Madge Palmer, her daughters Cindy Porter, Melinda Sundby, and Jody Jaycox, 
as well as six grandchildren and five great grandchildren. She was predeceased by her husband, Bob Van Kleek in 
1979.  
      Mickey was born and raised in Greensboro, North Carolina, as one of 6 children. Here she met the love of her 
life, Bob, as he was leaving for overseas during WWII. After the war they married and drove cross country to his 
hometown of Seattle where they went on to have 3 daughters. During Bob’s career with JCPenney CO., which 
took them to many locations across the US, Mickey thrived as a homemaker and devoted and loving mother. 
      She was a fantastic cook and loved to entertain, especially if it involved dancing and singing to the old 
standards. Upon the untimely death of Bob in 1979, she lived for 40 more years in the Seattle area filling her life 
with friends old and new, as a member of Bellevue UMC, golf, and more entertaining. Mickey was a loving, 
generous and strong woman who will be dearly missed by her family. 

 
Hutchens, Thomas “Tom” (July 18, 2021Thomas Dunn Hutchens left to be with Jesus on July 18, 2021. Tom 

was a devoted Husband, Father, “Papa” to 9 grandchildren, Uncle and Friend to so many. 
     Tom was born July 24, 1940 in Murray, KY to Walter and Vera Hutchens and was also preceded into Heaven by 
his brothers Bob and Porter Hutchens. He leaves behind the love of his life Nancy Owen Hutchens, daughters 
Carole Pizzuto (John) of Charlotte, Kristi James (David) of Denver, Karen Weaver (Blake) of Dallas and son Thomas 
Hutchens, Jr. (Crystal) of Atlanta as well as grandchildren Traci Dayvault (Ryan), Mark Pizzuto, Thomas “Max” 
Hutchens III, Sadie Hutchens, Jake Hutchens, Kylie James, Kassidy James, Brynn Weaver and Ellie Weaver. 
     Tom graduated from Murray State University and was later named a MSU Distinguished Alumni. While at 
Murray State he was the President of Sigma Chi Fraternity and was the first MSU Sigma Chi to be named a 
“Significant Sig” by the National Fraternity. He moved all around the country but was always a proud Kentucky 
Colonel! 
     Tom's only job after college was a 41-year career with the JCPenney Company where he retired as President 
and COO. At Penney's, Tom made lifelong friends and was a leader and mentor to many. He lived with his family 
in many places but was most fond of Dallas, TX where he became an avid fan of the Cowboys and Blue Bell 
Homemade Vanilla ice cream. He enjoyed golf immensely as it allowed him to keep active and have an audience 
for his jokes. When not golfing, he most loved spending time with his family and friends. 
     Tom lived such an amazing life it is not possible to express it in words. He loved life and he loved those around 
him! He will be missed tremendously but the love he shared will carry on by all those he touched. 
      Visitation will be Saturday, July 24, 2021 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm at Lakeland Funeral Home in Eddyville, KY. 
Funeral services will be at 3:00 pm Saturday, July 24, 2021 at the funeral home with burial to follow in Macedonia 
Cemetery in Lyon County. 
     In lieu of flowers, the family asks for gifts to The Alzheimer’s Foundation; http://act.alz.org/goto/TomHutchens 
or The MSU Foundation, 200 Heritage Hall, Murray, KY 42071; in the memo: Tom Hutchens Endowed 
Professorship. 
     You may light a candle or leave a message for the family at: www.lakelandchapel.com. 
 

Phillips, Earl Lynn (July 11, 2021)  Loving and faithful husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother, 

son, friend, and most importantly, child of God, Earl Lynn Phillips departed this world on July 11, 2021 to enter 
the kingdom of heaven and the presence of the Lord. 
      To all who knew him, Lynn was a joyful person who caught people off guard with his dry wit and sense of 
humor. He was a man who loved everyone, who had a gift for recognizing and promoting the potential he saw in 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/manisteenews/condolences-charities.aspx?keyword=coycalz&pid=199099647
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=199099647&pn=delbert-miner&affiliateId=4089&v=01&sku=tre-tim&pm=240


others, even when they could not see it themselves. Generous and kind, patient and forgiving, Lynn did not 
expect of others what he did not expect from himself. 
      Lynn was a Christ follower and a member of First Alliance Church in Franklin, NC. He was happiest with hands-
on ministry in the church and community, working closely with people to serve their needs as directly as he 
could. His mountain home was often a retreat for missionaries visiting Franklin from around the world, and it was 
his pleasure to provide them a place to rest and recharge. 
      A husband of 57 years to his wife Pat and father to his three sons, Lynn took seriously his role as provider and 
protector, often working quietly behind the scenes to fulfill the desires of his family. As a grandfather, Lynn (Pop) 
cherished each moment shared with his grandchildren -- building things in the workshop, riding in his truck, 
exploring the mountain property, and especially just being together. 
      Lynn loved woodworking, refinishing furniture, gardening, and spending time with friends and family. Lynn 
passed his love of music to his children and grandchildren. He loved to plan elaborate trips and to travel. In his 
later years, Lynn researched family history. 
     Lynn was born May 19, 1941 in Mena, Arkansas to Earl Tildon and Marjorie Galloway Phillips. He graduated 
from Fort Smith Senior High School in 1959 and served in the Arkansas Air National Guard from 1960 until his 
honorable discharge in 1966. Starting out with J.C. Penney in the shoe department at age 17, Lynn's career 
included nine moves across six different states until his retirement as store manager in 1998 when he chose to 
settle in Franklin, his final home of 23 years. 
     Left with many wonderful memories are his wife, Patricia Cotten Phillips; his sons and their wives, Michael and 
Suzanne Phillips of Greenville, SC, Mitchell and Lori Phillips of Marietta, Georgia, and Matthew and Libby Phillips 
of Syracuse, NY; his grandchildren, Doug (Meg), Blake (Caitlyn), Nicholas, Ashley, Josh, Jackson, Samuel, Madie, 
Landon, Abby, and Austin; his great-granddaughter, Hailey Adelynn; and his siblings, Joyce Gray of Springfield, 
MO, and Patsy (Gary) Tuer of Mountain Home, TX. Lynn was predeceased by his parents; his sister, Brenda 
Fitting; his in-laws Bill and Joy Cotten and his sister-in-law, Deborah Harrison. 
     Lynn's body was buried at a private family service on July 14 at Ramsey Creek Preserve in Westminster, SC. 
     A public memorial service will be held at 4 pm on Thursday, July 22 at the First Alliance Church-Franklin, NC. 
     As an expression of sympathy, memorial contributions can be made to the First Alliance Church Great 
Commission Fund or Samaritan's Purse. 
     Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve Lynn's family. 
 

Nicoski, Raymond (June 1, 2021) Nicoski, 89 year old resident of Little Falls, MN died Tuesday, June 1 at St. 

Otto's Care Center in Little Falls. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Friday, June 4 at 11:00 A.M. at St. 
Mary's Catholic Church in Little Falls. A visitation will be held from 9:00 A.M. until the hour of the service on 
Friday. Knights of Columbus Office of the Dead will be held at 10:15 A.M. at the church. The burial will be held in 
the parish cemetery. The Little Falls American Legion will conduct the Military Honors. 
     Raymond Victor Nicoski was born on July 19, 1931 in Gilman, Wisconsin to the late Victor and Mary (Michalak) 
Nicoski. He was born to 1st generation immigrant parents at a working farm in northern Wisconsin, where he 
spent his youth. He grew up in the Gilman area. He attended and graduated from Gilman Public School in 1949. 
Raymond attended Marquette University from 1956 until 1958. He served his Country in the United States Army 
from 1953 - 1955, after which he was in the reserves until his honorable discharge on October 31, 1961. 
Raymond was united in marriage to the love of his life, Patricia Gill on June 28, 1958 in Milwaukee, WI. Ray's 
career with JC Penney spanned 3 decades, during which he worked and raised a family in Kankakee IL, Gary IN, 
Kewaunee IL, Grinnell IA, Menominee Falls WI, Watertown WI and finally settling in Little Falls MN. Ray also 
worked at the Buckman Building for quite few years as the maintenance man. Raymond was active in his 
community serving with the Rotary Club, Board of Directors with St. Francis Credit Union, Knights of Columbus, 
American Legion Post #46 and volunteered at St. Gabriel's Hospital for 18 years. He loved being around people 
and serving them. Ray and Patricia were members of St. Mary's Catholic Church in Little Falls for 30 plus years, 
serving as Eucharistic Ministers and helping with fundraisers. Ray enjoyed gardening, baking, canning, working in 
his woods, bird watching, making stained glass lamps and windows. 
     Left to cherish his memory are his wife, Patricia of Little Falls; children, Dennis (Cheryl) Nicoski of Grand 



Rapids, MI, Lisa (Rick) Caddell of Talbott, TN, Kathy (Jody) Waldvogel of Little Falls; grandchildren, Alex Nicoski, 
Ben Nicoski, Nicole (Steven) Sawyer, Kristen (Mike) Strecker, Michael Waldvogel, Mitch Beatty, Morgan 
Winstead, Logan Caddell; siblings, Edmund Nicoski of IL, Lorraine (Ray) Murray of IL and Theresa Littell of AR. 
     He was preceded in death by his parents; siblings, Emily and Leonard. 
     Arrangements are with the Emblom-Brenny Funeral Service Little Falls, MN. 1-320-632-4393. 

 
Galvin, Lilliane (No passing date or obit available)  Last known address was Bonita Springs, FL.) 

 
Hansen, Mrs Deloy (No passing date or obit available)  Last known address was Dothan, AL.) 
 
Satterwhite, Sr, Charles Edwin (Jun 9, 2021)   Satterwhite, Sr., age 93, of Jacksonville and St. Augustine, 

Florida, went to spend eternity with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on June 9, 2021. 
      Born in Henderson, North Carolina in 1927, Charles was a United States Navy WWII veteran. He shared sixty-
eight years of marriage with his high school sweetheart, Rose, moving often in his forty-year career with 
JCPenney.  
     Loving Jesus, loving his family, spending time with friends, caring for others, and working hard characterized 
his entire life. He was a faithful Sunday School teacher, an avid golfer, a wonderful storyteller, and an enthusiastic 
tomato farmer. He enjoyed nurturing his backyard orange tree and sharing its harvest, and he always looked 
forward to his Wednesday golf group. He and Rose were known for their daily visiting hours outdoors, where 
there was always an extra chair for those who stopped by.  
      Charles was a devoted and loving husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, and friend. He is survived 
by his daughter Betsy Granacher (Scott) of St. Augustine, his son Chuck Satterwhite (Kelly) of Macclenny, his 
grandchildren Jared Satterwhite (Meghan), Joshua Satterwhite (Crystal), Jacob Satterwhite (Cari), Jordan 
Satterwhite, Lynette Granacher Riggs (Chayne), and his many precious great-grandchildren. He was preceded in 
death by his loving wife, Rose Alston Satterwhite, his parents Tucker Clements Satterwhite and Thelma Blanks 
Satterwhite, his brothers T.C. Satterwhite and Ralph Carl Satterwhite, and his sisters Catherine Weldon, Helen 
Moore, and Barbara Watkins. 
      A Celebration of Life Service was held Monday, June 14, 2021, 1 pm at Ponte Vedra Valley, with a private 
burial to follow. 
     In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to: Samaritan's Purse, PO Box 3000, Boone, NC 28607 or 
www.samaritanspurse.org 
“      Well done, good and faithful servant…Enter into the joy of your master.” Matthew 25:23 

 
Freeman, Jr., Omar Dillard (June 27, 2021)   Omar passed away in Conway, Arkansas, at the age of 82.  He 

was born in Fort Smit, Arkansas n September 5, 1938.  
      He is survived by his loving wife of 61 years, Elizabeth. Sons, David Freeman (Melissa) and Robert Freeman 
and 4 grandchildren. 
     He served in the United States Air force as a Captain and is the former manager of JC Penney in Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas. 
     Services will be held at a later date. 
 Retired Store Manager Ralph Griggs wrote, “What I know from personal knowledge is that Omar and I were 
fellow students at the University of Arkansas back in 1958.  We both finished and went to work for JCPenney in 
1960.  He started as a management trainee in the downtown North Little Rock store and later joined the Air 
Force to avoid being drafted into the Army.  He served the Penney Company from 1960 until retirement at 60 in 
about 1998.  Omar was manager of the store at Carthage, Missouri, and then Siloam Springs, Arkansas, for the 
last 20 plus years of his career. He was well liked and highly respected by his fellow store managers. 

 



Dougherty, Richard Carl (Jun 4, 2021) Richard (Dick), age 86, passed away in Sun City West, AZ. He is the son 

of Joseph and Marie Dougherty who were the proprietors of Dougherty Drug store in Oglesby IL. He was a 1953 
graduate of St Bede Academy High School in Peru,  IL. 
     Dick joined the Navy in 1954 where he was a corpsman stationed in Philadelphia PA. He married Lorraine 
Adamski of LaSalle, IL in 1956. He worked for the JCPenney Company for over 30 years with frequent transfers 
and relocations throughout Illinois, Minnesota, New York and Michigan, before retiring in 1995 to Sun City West 
AZ. 
     Dick was dedicated father, a die-hard Chicago White Sox fan, bowler, and golfer. Dick is survived by his four 
loving sons, Joseph, Kevin, Kenneth, Timothy, ten grandchildren, and seventeen great grandchildren. Also 
survived by his sister, Helen Comiskey of Crystal Lake, IL. Proceeded in death by brothers Joseph and Philip. 
     Before his beloved Lorraine's passing in 2019 from Alzheimer's disease, Dick showed unparalleled devotion to 
her by spending every waking moment taking care of her needs and making sure she was not alone. 
     Funeral mass on Monday, June 21st at 10 am at Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Sun City West, AZ. 
     In lieu of flowers, please donate to the Alzheimer's Association, 340 E. Palm Lane #230, Phoenix, Arizona 
85004. Phone number, 602-528-0545. Please join Richard's family in sharing memories, pictures or videos on his 
tribute wall at www.caminodelsol.com. 

 
Fields, David W. (Jan 1, 2021)  Fields, 66, passed away at Avera Hospital on January 1, 2021 of COVID-

19.  David was born November 10th, 1954 in Kansas City, Kansas.  He graduated from Washington High School and 
The University of Kansas where he was a proud member of the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity.  David married his high 
school sweetheart, Carol Yarnevich on September 25, 1976.  Immediately following college, Dave started his 
successful career in management with the J. C. Penney Corporation.  His career with Penney’s included positions 
at the store level as well as on the District and Regional Staffs in:  Topeka, Ks; Kansas City; Indianapolis; Chicago; 
Somerset, KY; Leominster, MA and Sioux Falls, SD.  Dave retired 8 years ago after serving almost 38 years with the 
company.  
      Dave enjoyed traveling, hunting, fishing and gardening but by far he got the most joy in life spending time 
with his much loved children and grandchildren.   Survivors include his wife, Carol and son Christopher, both of 
Sioux Falls, SD; daughter Katie (Brad) Wilkinson, Olathe, KS; grandchildren Caydence and Connor Fields of Sioux 
Falls, SD and Harper and Sophie Wilkinson of Olathe, KS.   David’s surviving siblings include:  Tom Fields, Janie 
(Chris ) Gaunce,  Susie Phalen, and Kate (Pat Murphy) Fields all of Kansas City as well as brother – in – law George 
(Margaret) Yarnevich of Salina KS, and sister-in-law Anne Yarnevich (Bud Mackey) of Fairway KS, and numerous 
nieces and nephews, grand nieces and grand nephews and cousins. 
      David was preceded in death by his parents, Richard (Pete) and Lois Fields.  Memorial gifts can be made 
to:  The Humane Society of Greater Kansas City, 5445 Parallel Parkway, Kansas City, KS  66104 and Children’s 
Mercy Hospital, 2401 Gilham Road, Kansas City, MO 64108. 
       Due to COVID-19, memorial services will be announced at a later date. 

 
Pierret, Louise (Jun 5, 2021) Pierret, age 81, of Yankton, South Dakota, died on Saturday, June 5, 2021 at her 

home. 
     A Memorial Mass is 10:00 AM, on Monday, June 14, 2021 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Yankton with 
Reverend Larry Regynski officiating.  Burial will be at Sacred Heart Cemetery in Yankton.  The family will receive 
friends from 5:00 to 8:00 PM, on Sunday, June 13, 20121 at Wintz & Ray Funeral Home in Yankton with a rosary 
at 6:45 PM followed by a vigil service at 7:00 PM.  Pallbearers are all her grandchildren. 
     Louise was born March 23, 1940 in Pipestone, Minnesota to Florent and Germaine (Wieme) DeVriend.  She 
grew up in Pipestone and graduated from Pipestone High School.  On February 1, 1960, Louise married Jerome 
Pierret at St. Leo’s Catholic Church in Pipestone.  After their marriage, they lived in Mitchell, SD where Louise was 
a credit manager for Sears-Roebuck.  In 1968, they moved to Rugby, ND and she became active with the Catholic 
Daughters and Mrs. Jaycees.  They lived in Rugby for six years and then moved to Yankton in 1974.   

http://act.alz.org/site/Donation2?df_id=34718&mfc_pref=T&34718.donation=form1&set.TributeType=MEMORIAL&set.custom.honoree_name=Richard%20Dougherty&set.TributeMessage=A%20gift%20has%20been%20made%20in%20remembrance%20of%20Richard%20Dougherty
http://www.caminodelsol.com/


     After all the children were in school, Louise started working at the Yankton Medical Clinic and then Avera 
Sacred Heart Hospital in the business office.  She was the Golden Care Plus Manager and was later promoted to 
the Credit Manager, retiring in 1998.  She was a faithful member of Sacred Heart Church where she also served as 
an EME.  Louise was very involved with Marriage Encounter and worked with many engaged couples helping 
them prepare for marriage.  
      Louise was also active in the Women’s Club in Yankton.  Jerry and Louise loved traveling in their RV, visiting 
family and enjoying the beauty of our country from Florida to Washington.  She was a very dedicated and loyal 
friend and loved the company of her dog, CeeCee.  Louise enjoyed playing cards and dominos and was a front 
row supporter of all her grandchildren’s activities. 
     Louise is survived by her husband of 61 years, Jerome Pierret of Yankton; five children: Daniel (Jodi) Pierret of 
Wichita, KS, Sue (Randy) Fields of Gayville, SD, Nancy (Karl) Schenk of Mission Hill, SD, David (Becky) Pierret of 
Winona, MN, and Christopher (Vicki) Pierret of Rochester, MN; 12 grandchildren: Kory (Olivia) Pierret, Tanner 
Pierret, Abby (Casey) Kustak, Ben Sonichsen, Amanda Fields, Alex Fields, Meghan (Ian) Grassel, Karl Schenk Jr, 
Kyra Schenk, Erika Schenk, Lucas Pierret and Simon Pierret; three great grandchildren: Beckett and Penelope 
Kustak, and Theodore Grassel; and many nieces and nephews. 
     Louise was preceded in death by her parents; three sisters: Georgie Novak, Mary Ann Haupert, and Adeline 
Ferguson; and a niece, Terry Carlson. 
     The family would prefer memorials to Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 509 Capital St, Yankton, SD 57078 or to 
the Lewy Body Dementia Association at www.lbda.org. 

 
Omodt, Robert "Bob" (June 3, 2021),Bob,  age 79, passed after a twenty-year battle with aggressive and 

metastatic prostate cancer.  In 1964, he began as a JCP trainee in Mission, Kansas, and went on to stores in 
Missouri, Kansas, and Colorado, in addition to the Kansas City District Office and the Dallas Regional Office.   
     For sixteen years in Fort Collins, he was a co-leader/leader for the local prostate cancer support group.  On a 
memorable trip he and his wife found a house in Norway where his great-grandmother had lived.  Above all, he 
valued greatly his Penney friends, associates, and all his friends, and loved his family dearly.   
     He is survived by Margaret, his wife of fifty-six years, two sons and daughters-in-law, three grandchildren--one 
new to this world, and a sister.   
      Margaret is at 5931 Southridge Greens Blvd, Fort Collins CO   80525    

 
Davis, Donald (Don) (Dec 31, 2020) Davis, 89, of Cleburne passed away December 31, 2020. He was preceded 

in death by his beloved wife, Patricia Davis (obit below); his parents Arthur and Elsie Davis; and his brother, 
Arnold Davis.  
      Don is survived by his daughter Joanna Tate and husband Martin of Irving; daughter Stephanie Davis of 
Naperville, IL; grandchildren Arthur Tate of Madison, WI, and Virginia Tate of Irving; nephews; and cousins.  
     Don lived in Cleburne for nearly 40 years. He managed JCPenney stores in several states, including the 
Cleburne store, before retiring. He was an active member of First United Methodist Church of Cleburne, Lions 
Club, and numerous other charitable and business organizations. Due to the pandemic, services will be private. 
Memorial contributions may be made to First United Methodist Church Cleburne, and Meals on Wheels. 
     Don began his 35-year career with JCPenney in Wichita, Kansas in 1955, after graduating from the University 
of Nebraska and serving in the U.S. Army.  He was promoted to Assistant Manager in Dodge City, Kansas, and 
then promoted to Manager of stores in Roswell, New Mexico; Mineral Wells, Texas; and Cleburne, Texas.  Among 
the highlights of his career, Don recalled driving into Roswell and seeing his first store as Manager, the many 
wonderful Associates he worked with and for over the years, meeting Mr. Penney in 1968, and the awards 
he received, including the Chairman's Award.  After retiring in Cleburne, Don enjoyed travel with his wife, Patricia 
"Pat," visits with his children and grandchildren, volunteer work with his church and with Meals on Wheels, 
service in Lion's Club and Cleburne Christian Business Club, and coffee with his many friends.  His family and 
friends remember him as a true gentleman. 
 



Davis, Patricia “Pat” (May 24, 2017) Service for Patricia “Pat” Davis, 82, of Cleburne were conducted 

Saturday, May 27, 2017 in the First United Methodist Church of Cleburne 
    Patricia “Pat” Davis passed away Wednesday, May 24, 2017 in Cleburne. She was born December 5, 1934 in 
Hilltop, KS to Reuben and Louise Elizabeth Bennett Esslinger. She married Donald Dean Davis in 1962 in Wichita, 
KS. 
     Pat was a registered nurse. She worked for the Kansas Crippled Children’s Commission and was also an 
orthopedic scrub nurse and a charge nurse. She was a member of First United Methodist Church in Cleburne. 
      Survivors include her beloved husband, Don Davis of Cleburne; children, Joanna Tate and husband Martin of 
Irving and Stephanie Davis of Naperville, IL; grandchildren, Arthur Tate and Virginia Tate; and many friends who 
will miss her greatly. She was preceded in death by her parents. 
     Memorials may be made to: First United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 114, Cleburne, TX 76033. 

 
Bischoff-Clemente, Arlene Frances (May 12, 2021)  Arlene,  age 66, of Plano, Texas, passed away May 12, 

2021, in Dallas. She was a caring wife, mother, sister, and friend. 
     She was born to Frederick and Frances Bischoff on April 19, 1955 in Brooklyn, New York. She grew up in 
Oceanside, New York. She fell in love with Vinny Clemente, Sr. and married him on May 13, 1994 in New York. 
     At age 18 Arlene started working at JCPenney in New York. Her job took her to breath taking places around 
the world. One place it took her was Texas where she eventually moved to and continued to do what she loved. 
She worked at JCPenney for 39 years. Over those years she came to know so many people and even found some 
long-time friends. She retired from JCPenney at an early stage in her life and decided that sitting at home was not 
what she wanted. Arlene started volunteering at her church, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church, and loved 
every minute of it. Over time her roles and responsibilities within the church grew, allowing her to help many 
people and the parish. She did not do it alone because she always found friends along the way. She had a 
magnetic personality that stayed with her all her life.   
     Her husband, Vinny Clemente, Sr., passed on May 12, 2009 and 12 years later, on the same date, Arlene left 
us. She is now with her husband dancing and smiling. 
     Arlene is survived by her son, Nicholas Clemente; sister, Elizabeth Montenes and a host of other loving family 
and friends. 
     A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 1:30 pm on Saturday, May 15, 2021 at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic Church, 2700 W. Spring Creek Parkway, Plano, Texas 75023; officiated by The Rev. Bruce Bradley. 
     If it is your wish, the family recommends memorial donations, in Arlene’s name, to the: 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church Capital Campaign Fund https://www.eseton.org/ 

 
Hovey, William Rogers (May 7, 2021) Bill  (87 years) passed away peacefully May 7, 2021 in Ukiah, CA.   Bill is 

preceded by his wife of 52 years, Anita Kay, and is survived by his three children Sondra, Bill Junior his wife 
Carolyn , Susan Kay and his granddaughters Austin, Lindsay and Peyton.  
     Bill was born and raised in Ukiah, California. Bill had an enormous zest for life along with a quick wit and sense 
of humor that was unmatched. Bill served in the Navy during the Korean War sending and receiving Morse Code.     
     Bill began his 42 year career at JCPennneys in Ukiah. He started in the stockroom and worked his way up to a 
top executive. He was the head of marketing and created the JCP Home stores. His career took him from from 
Ukiah to New York and Los Angeles with a few other stops along the way. He retired at the young age of 60, 
playing golf most days. 
    He was dearly loved by his family and friends and will be greatly missed. Services for William Hovey will be held 

on May 13, 2021, 4:00 PM.   Eversole Mortary 141 Low Gap, Ukiah CA 95482. Celebration of life to follow. 
  
Crumley, John Norman (May 5, 2021)  Carmel, IN - Early on the morning of May 5th, John Norman Crumley, 

90, left us to continue his journey in God’s hands. 

https://www.eseton.org/


     John, with Polly, his wife of 67 years, built a loving family he cherished, formed friendships that spanned the 
decades, and helped the many communities in which he lived. The world is a better place because John was in it. 
      He grew up hunting and camping in the hills of eastern Tennessee and was an avid outdoorsman and athlete. 
In college, he both graced the cover of Sports Illustrated as a quarterback and was recruited and played minor 
league baseball for the Dodgers.  
     After marrying Polly, he taught high school math and coached football and baseball. John then began with 
JCPenney by selling shoes and retired as a district manager in Carmel, Indiana.  
     During this time, John had many diverse interests and touched many lives in the communities in which he 
lived. He was an active member in the Methodist Church, taught chess to elementary students, recorded auto 
books for special needs children, received a police commendation for stopping an assault and served on the 
board of the Indianapolis 500 Festival.  
     Prior to the invention of spreadsheets, John wrote software to make sales projections. He and Polly played golf 
and tennis with passion all while working to equip their children with the values and skills to meet the world.   
     After retiring, John’s activities continued unabated and expanded to include fishing trips, working on the 
family farm, horseback riding, spending time with his grandchildren and reading under his favorite Oak tree. John 
read 200 books in 2020!  
     John is survived by his wife Polly, children Patricia Crumley DeRamus (Gene), Beth Crumley Lough (Jeff), John 
“Chip” Crumley (Julie), his grandchildren Megan Lough Bolgren (Jordan), Alex Lough (Jessica), Harper Crumley, 
and three great grandchildren Skyler, Grayson and Everett.  
     In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the American Heart Association, Heart.org, or the Coal Creek 
Chapter of Pheasants Forever, 9097 E 400 N, Darlington, IN 47940. A Celebration of Life will be held in mid-June. 
 

Whittington, Robert Ray "Red"  (Apr 15, 2021) Whittington, passed away at North Oaks Medical Center, at 

the age of 86. He was born on Sunday, January 27, 1935, in Oak Grove, Louisiana. Robert was a resident of 
Hammond, Louisiana. 
     The Jesuits in Shreveport found Robert in Jr. High and gave him a football scholarship to their school. He 
converted to Catholicism and became a good Catholic, and a standout football and basketball player. Robert tried 
working at night and Centenary College during the day, but couldn't make the grades. He went to work at KTBS 
Television Station where he met his love, Carol.  
     They married and he worked two jobs, the second at J.C. Penney. It was then that he received a pay raise with 
J.C. Penny's and moved the family to Dallas then to NYC, and from there went to Atlanta and Destin, Florida. 
Robert worked for J.C. Penny's until he retired after 32 years of service. He and his wife Carol raised five children 
and had many exciting adventures. 
     Robert is survived by his wife of 61 years, Carol Ann Guitrau; father of: Laura Pait (Sam), Elizabeth, Catherine, 
Carol Cay and Robin Rae; grandfather of: Elaine, Sammy and Erin; and brother to: Charles Butler Whittington 
(Mercedes); and many nieces and nephews. 
     He was preceded in death by his parents Hollis Lloyd and Elaine O'Neal Whittington; and sister, Faye Hankins. 
A Visitation for Family and Friends will be held on Monday, April 19, 2021 from 10:00 am until the Funeral Service 
begins at 11:00 am at Harry McKneely and Son Funeral Home, 2000 N. Morrison Blvd, Hammond, Louisiana 
70401. 
Interment will follow at Rose Memorial Park Cemetery in Hammond, Louisiana. 

 
Platt, Robert E. (Apr 19, 2021) Bob was born in Lafayette, Indiana to Robert and Iva (Miller) Platt. He 

graduated from Jefferson High School in 1965, that same year he married his high school sweetheart Jane. 
Shortly after, he joined the J.C. Penney Company, which took them to many new locations, where they met 
lifelong friends. Robert and Jane finally landed in Oshkosh, Wisconsin where he lived and worked until his 
retirement in 2007. 
     He will be dearly missed by his wife Jane, daughters Beth (Scott) and Cathy (Pat). 
grandchildren: Jennifer (Jasin), Dana (Garett), Andy, Joey, Michael, Abby (Rob), Keanan and Cooper; great 



grandchildren: Riley, Willa, Veyda, Olivia; and brothers Jim and Andy. 
     Bob also leaves behind some amazing golfing and motorcycle buddies who meant the world to him. 
     Bob's life will be celebrated privately by his family and friends at a future date, and fond memories will be 
shared by many in the coming days. 

 
Varnado Sr.,  Rynold O’Neal (Feb 12, 2021)  Rynold, affectionately known as “Ron” to family and friends, 

was born on September 30, 1946, to the late Carolyn and Talmadge Roger Varnado Sr. He departed this life 
unexpectedly on Friday, February 12, 2021 at home. 
     He graduated from Eva Gordon High School, Magnolia, MS, in 1964 and attended college at Jackson State 
University on a music scholarship where he played the piano and saxophone. He graduated with a Bachelors of 
Administration degree in 1969 and began teaching both high school and adult education at Higgins High School 
prior to moving to Atlanta, GA. 
     He was united in holy matrimony to Ms. Rosie Marie Woods, December 30, 1967 and to the union two 
children, Rynold O’Neal Jr, and Renita (Denise) were born. 
     Ron began his career at JCPenney’s Department store on February 1, 1971. He broke many barriers, as he was 
the first African American to become the Regional Training Coordinator. He remained in Georgia for 19 years, 
before moving back to Mississippi in 1992. He continued his career with a promotion to Store Manager in 
Hattiesburg, MS and finally retired on October 22, 2007 in Jackson, MS. 
     Ron will always be remembered for his ability to light a room up with his kind spirit. He loved Rosie with all of 
his heart and was a devoted loving husband and father. He was a very patient man and always spoke in a calm 
voice. He made everyone feel special, always making sure everyone was comfortable. He took great pride in his 
home, working in his yard, winning “Yard of the Year” multiple years. Ron loved celebrating all holidays, and 
would personally decorate for each one. Christmas was his favorite as he had multiple trees and made sure his 
Christmas lights outside were perfect. He loved watching the cooking channel and cooking meals for his family. 
     He was proceeded in death by his brother’s in-love Donald Wayne Woods and Harvey Earl Woods. 
He is survived by his wife Rosie Woods Varnado; brother, Talmadge R. Varnado Jr, (Jamie); children, Rynold 
Varnado Jr, (Tosha), Renita Varnado McCoy (Lester) Denzel Varnado (Jelisa); siblings in-love Mose Woods Jr, 
(Jackie), Gloria Woods Miller, Steve Woods (Diane), Carmen Woods and Raymond Woods. He held a special bond 
with his God children Clarence Loveless, Carmenlina Woods White (Kendall) and Lance Miller. 
     Ron leaves a legacy of 5 grandchildren, Alexis Varnado; Ryan Starks, Brianna Varnado; Jevona Murry, Jevon 
Murry Jr, and 1 great grandchild, Travon Murry, whom he affectionately called “Buddy”; along with a host of 
cousins, nieces and nephews. 

 
Williams, Howard E. “Gene”  (Dec 16, 2020)  Gene was 90 when he passed away in Canton, GA.  He retired 

in 1990 from JCPenney as Store Manager of the Marketplace store in Rochester, NY.  He had been employed by 
the company for 37 years.  He is survived by his wife Thelma of 70 years, five children, nine grandchildren and 
eight great- grandchildren.   He passed away on Wednesday, December 16, 2020 at Cartersville Medical Center. 
Services will be held in Jackson, Ohio. The caring staff of Darby Funeral Home is honored to serve the Williams 
family 
  
Taylor, Jerry Edward (Mar 23, 2021)  Taylor, 74, of Hattiesburg, MS left us surrounded by his family on March 

23, 2021. 
     He was the husband of Peggy. They shared 40 years of marriage together. 
    Jerry was born in Columbus, Georgia and was the son of William Edward and Louse Taylor (deceased). He was 
with the JCPenney Company from 1966 to 2006 and was in the Southeast Region and The Regional office in 
Atlanta. He ended his career in Clearwater, Florida as a store manager after 40 years. 
      Jerry was a dedicated father and mentor to many. He enjoyed golf and travelling, particularly to Italy. He 
loved to have fun with people and enjoyed teasing and making people laugh. 
     He is survived by his wife, Peggy, brother William Stanley and Sharon Taylor of Easley SC, his daughters, Laurie 



and Tom Teimer of Brooksville, FL, Casey and Donnie Davis of Hattiesburg, MS and Tammie Taylor of Lakewood, 
CO and 7 grandchildren. 
     The Celebration of Life will take place on Sunday, March 28, 2021 at the Hulett-Winstead Funeral Home, 205 
Bay Street, Hattiesburg, MS, with viewing at 1:00 CST and service at 2:00 PM CST. He service will be officiated by 
Craig Curtis. 
     Memorial donations accepted at Asbury House Hospice, Hattiesburg, MS in Jerry Taylor’s honor or Venture 
Church through venturechurch.org. 

 
Vender, Mr. Richard S. (Mar 10, 2021)  Vender passed away March 10, 2021 in Santa Fe, New Mexico.     

     Richard was born April 14, 1939 in Brooklyn, New York to Stanley and Helen Vender. Richard retired from 
 J.C. Penney in Information Technology.  
     He is survived by his wife, Arlene Murphy Vender of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
    Visitation at Restland Wildwood Chapel 4-6PM. Mass of Christian Burial be at St. Ann Catholic Church, 180 
Samuel Blvd, Coppell, TX 75019. Burial will follow at Restland Memorial Park.  the Rosary will be live streamed. If 
you would like to view please click on the following link:  http://webcast.funeralvue.com/events/viewer/50717 
    To send flowers or a memorial gift to the family of Mr Richard S Vender please visit our Sympathy Store. 

 
Gentry. Earlene Sue Custer (Apr 26, 2020) Gentry was born on December 15th, 1929 in Chickasha, Oklahoma, 

as the only child of Earl and Belle Custer. She passed into the loving arms of our Lord and Savior on April 26th, 
2020. Earlene and her parents moved to Holdenville, Oklahoma in 1934 where she was raised her entire 
childhood and on into adulthood. Earl was the local franchise owner of the JC Penney store in Holdenville. While      
Earlene was never blessed with any siblings, she had the good fortune of being the “Matriarch” to 25 or so first 
cousins. Family was everything to her. 
     Earlene graduated from Holdenville high school in 1948. Her accomplishments per the Wolverine yearbook 
were National Honor Society, Honor Senior, Honor Acapella Choir, Band Queen, Wolverettes, along with 
numerous other positions held primarily related to music or drama. Earlene was an accomplished pianist and 
organist and religiously played the organ at First United Methodist Church in Holdenville throughout high school 
and college. Upon graduation from high school, Earlene traveled to Columbia Missouri to study music at 
Columbia Christian College for women. In the summer of 1950, Earlene returned to Holdenville to marry her high 
school sweetheart JB Loftis. JB was drafted by the US Army to serve in Korea shortly after their wedding. JB was 
killed in the line of duty on December 1st, 1951. There were no children born to Earlene and JB. 
     In the fall of 1952, Earlene went back to school in Norman to attend the University of Oklahoma to finish up 
her music education degree. Her goal was to be a high school music teacher. Somewhere along the way she 
caught the fashion bug (due to her upbringing working in her Dad’s JC Penney store) and in 1953 moved to Dallas 
to start her career in fashion merchandising. She initially worked for Ike Clark of Dallas and gave her first of many 
fashion style shows in 1954 at the Adolphus Hotel in Downtown Dallas. Later that year, she joined JC Penney 
(JCP) to become a millinery women’s hat buyer and eventually transitioned into women’s sportswear. That is 
where Earlene met Ira “Neal” Gentry, the love of her life. Earlene and Neal were married on May 4, 1958     in 
Durant, Oklahoma at the First Methodist Church. Earlene and Neal were married for 35 years before Neal’s 
unfortunate passing on to our Lord on November 18th, 1993. 
     Earlene retired from JCP after their wedding due to nepotism guidelines and in 1959 began her greatest calling 
“Mom”. A mother of great magnitudes. Mom, Mother, Mamma were the endeared maternal names called by her 
3 children. 
     She was Den Mother, Girl scout leader, PTA President (two times), piano teacher and volunteer extraordinaire. 
JCP took Earlene and Neal to 3 different states over the years, as she was a devoted mother to their three 
children, Boyd, Jeff, and Gina. In the late 1970’s Earlene took her real estate test, obtained her license, and began 
her next calling as a Real Estate Agent. She sold homes to countless families in 3 different cities in Kansas and 
Texas for almost 20 years. Her selfless, caregiving attitude loved serving families and of course she won countless 
awards in this career too. 

http://webcast.funeralvue.com/events/viewer/50717
https://www.restlandfuneralhome.com/store/Category.aspx?CategoryId=321&icn=desktop_memorial_obituary_link#chooser


     Earlene moved to Lakeway, Texas outside of Austin after Neal’s passing to enjoy retirement, golf and travel 
with several of their JCP lifetime friends. She enjoyed 15 years there until she moved back to Dallas in 2009 due 
to her declining mental health and battle with Dementia/Alzheimer’s. 
     Earlene was a musician, a fashion diva, a social queen, a worker bee, a historian/scrapbooker, a caregiver and 
a faithful follower of Christ. Her nicknames were vast….Suzy Q , Little Earl, Matriarch, Babe, Nanny, the Nanner, 
and our personal favorite “ The General”. She was a strong woman of character, perseverance and hard 
work….but most importantly a selfless giver of LOVE to her vast number of friends and close-knit family. 
     She fought the good fight until our Lord took her home. Well done my good and faithful servant. WELL DONE! 

Isaiah 41:10; 
Do not fear, for I am with you, 
Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and I will help you, 
Surely, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand. 
Numbers 6: 24-26 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. 

 
Earlene wrote these words to her family in one of her famous of many scrapbooks. 

To the living, I am gone 
To the sorrowful, I will never return to Earth 
To the angry, I was cheated, but to the happy, 
I am at peace, and to the faithful, I have never left. 
I cannot be seen, but I can be heard. 
Remember me in your heart, your thoughts and your memories of; 
The times we loved, the times we cried, the times we fought and the times we laughed. 
For if you always think of me, I will have never gone. 

     Earlene is preceded in death by her parents, Earl Power Custer and Lois Belle Custer and her husband Ira Neal 
Gentry. She is survived by her son Boyd Gentry and daughter-in-law Kathy Gentry of Denver, CO., son Jeff Gentry 
and daughter-in-law Polly Gentry of Andover, KS., daughter Gina and son-in-law Greg of Dallas, TX. 
Grandchildren Jack Gentry, Nicola Gentry, Brooke Gentry, Will Jackson, Casey Gentry, Sam Jackson and Jack 
Jackson. 
     The family would like to thank all the caregivers and executive staff at Monticello West (MW) who loved and 
cared for our mother abundantly over the past five years and especially at the end of her life on this Earth. In 
addition, we would like to thank Total Hospice and Palliative Care (THPC) for their dedication and sacrifice to our 
mother for 6 months in 2019 and the last weeks of her life in 2020. Caregivers from MW include but not limited 
to; Josie Winland, Shelly Davis-Dollins, Lisa Bertuzzi, Nan Mulvaney, Sandra Branch, Emily Johnson, Brandy 
Rayford, Kamaria Hampton, Delilah Hampton. Caregivers from THPC include; Joe Johnson, Jessica Challis and Toni 
Birdsong. 
     In lieu of flowers please make donations in Earlene Gentry’s name to; 

Monticello West Employee Fund to the attention of Josie Winland 
5114 McKinney Ave, Dallas, Texas 75205 
Total Hospice and Palliative Care to the attention of Lisa Higgason 
331 Melrose Drive, Suite 230 Richardson, Texas 75080 

 
Funk, Margaret (Maggie) Prater (Mar 11, 2021)  Funk, 68, of Pilot Point, TX, passed away in Pilot Point, TX. 

Maggie was born January 3, 1953 in Altus, OK to J.D. Prater and Jane Sipes. Maggie married Rowland Funk on 
November 19, 2004 in Sanger, TX. 
     Maggie came to Pilot Point, TX from Olustee, OK. She made her home in a house built by her great-great 



grandfather Dr. R.W. Eddleman in 1883. She served on a committee seeking to attain “Main Street” designation. 
Maggie supported several non profit organizations and enjoyed fundraising activities. 
     Maggie was a real “people person” and a bright light to any occasion, whether meeting new people or old 
friends. She loved dancing, horseback riding, cooking, and baking especially for dinners with her friends. She also 
enjoyed attending dressy functions like Galas, and Black Tie affairs. Maggie traveled extensively and one of her 
favorite locations was Hawaii. 
     Maggie is survived by her husband, Rowland Funk (JCPenney), of Pilot Point, TX; daughters, Rachel and Emily 
Toy of Vernon, TX; sons by marriage, John Funk and wife Shyla of Houston, TX, and Stephen Funk of Dallas, TX; 
five grandchildren, Kylie Winship, Kaison Winship, Logan Kelley, Selby Funk, and Kyra Funk; brothers, Charles 
Prater and wife Elaine of Edmond, OK, and Jay Prater of Stillwater, OK; sisters, Mary Helen Prater-Arnold and 
husband Gary of California, MO, Janet Prater of Norman, OK, and Laura Prater of Altus, OK. 
     Maggie was preceded in death by her parents, J.D. and Jane. 
     A memorial service will be held 3:00PM-4:00PM, Saturday, March 20, 2021 at Slay Memorial Chapel of Aubrey 
with Rev. John Theisen officiating. Online condolences may be shared at www.slaymemorialfuneralhome.com. 
     Arrangements are under the direction of Terri Slay and Slay Memorial Funeral Center. 
 

Lusk jr. Donald A (Feb 21, 2021)  Newark - A Mass of Christian Burial celebrating the life of Donald A. Lusk Jr., 

79, of Newark, was held at St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church, 11:00 A.M., Friday, February 26, 2021, with Rev. 
G. Michael Gribble as celebrant, and Rev. David Sizemore as concelebrant. Inurnment will be held at a later date 
in Wilson Cemetery. 
     Don, a parishioner of St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church, died at his home surrounded by the love of his 
family on Sunday, February 21, 2021. He was born in Newark, Ohio on September 12, 1941, to the late Donald A. 
and Mary M. (Ehlerman) Lusk Sr. 
     He was a proud 1960 graduate of Newark Catholic High School and attended Franklin University. He retired 
after 35 years with the JC Penney Company where during his tenure, Don and his family moved 7 times, all within 
the state of Ohio. 
     Don loved being outside in nature whether it was fishing, golfing, mowing the grass, or watching a ballgame all 
of the sights, smells, and sounds brought him great joy. He was an avid fan of Newark Catholic High School and a 
longstanding member of their Athletic Association. 
     Don will be greatly missed by his wife of 57 years, Fran (Gaskella) Lusk; daughter Lisa Ford (Ken Carney); 4 
grandchildren, Rachel (Rushing) Marchette, Jeffrey "Mason" Ford, Chandlar (Jordan) Bramlette, and Kylie Lusk; 
great-grandchildren, Hudson, Vivienne, Genevieve, Mariah, and Ruby; his twin sister, Donna Stasel; brothers, 
Michael (Beth) Lusk, Richard (MaryBeth) Lusk, David (Lindi) Lusk; and numerous nieces and nephews. To his great 
fortune, Don also lived a life surrounded by many close friends and family. 
     In addition to his parents, Don was unfortunately preceded in death by his son, Jeffrey Allen Lusk; brother, 
Tom Lusk; and brother-in-law, Patrick Stasel. 
     The family would like to extend a special thanks to Interim Hospice, specifically Nanette, Amanda, and Carl 
who cared so tenderly for Don in his final weeks. Their comfort and care were immeasurable. Additionally, they 
would like to extend their Love and Thanks to all who cared so compassionately for Don at DaVita Cherry Valley 
Dialysis. The entire staff made his time there bearable and he spoke so highly of the kindness he received. 
     Friends and family may call at the REED-EGAN FUNERAL HOME, 141 Green Wave Drive, Newark, 4-7 P.M., 
Thursday, February 25, 2021. Masks are required and social distancing without lingering is requested. 
     The family requests memorials in Don's name be made to the Newark Catholic Athletic Association, 1 Green 
Wave Drive, Newark, Ohio 43055. 
     To share your memory of Don or to leave a condolence for the family, please visit www.reedegan.com 

 
Gretsch, Roy Edward (Jan 3, 2021)Roy, born on May 3, 1941, passed away on January 3, 2021.  His funeral 

arrangements are  under the care of Neptune Society.  No further details were found. 
 

http://www.slaymemorialfuneralhome.com/
http://www.reedegan.com/


Caugh, Lawrence F. (Aug 9, 2020) Larry, 79,  passed peacefully with family at his side, after a valiant ten-

month struggle with renal cell carcinoma.  
      Larry witnessed the ups and downs of the war years and like may of his generation he worked part-time jobs 
to help out his family as a young man. One of his longest running was caddying at a local golf course, which led to 
his developing his game and earned him a scholarship to a local University. He graduated college in 1963.  
     Larry went to work for the J.C. Penney company in management, and opened stores from the East Coast to 
the West. He retired from the company in Tucson, AZ in 2005.  
     Larry’s greatest joy in life besides his family was helping people and riding the range on his beloved horse 
Smokey. He belonged to Search and Rescue in Yuma and Tucson, Arizona where he was awarded many 
commendations for rescuing and saving lives across Arizona in his 25 years of service.  
      He leaves behind his wife Donna, children Kathy, Carter, and Christopher, his daughter in law Susan and two 
grandsons Liam and Thomas. Additionally, extended family Jeff, Michael, Lisa and Laura. He was also brother to 
Gerald, Terrance and the late Mary Caugh. 
     Larry will be remembered as strong, caring, and kind. We are all grateful to have had him in our lives. He will 
be loved and missed every day.  
     There is a celebration of life planned in January 2021. Due to COVID concerns, final plans will be announced at 
a later date.  

 
Kight, Jr.  Ray Emerson (Mar 5, 2021)  Kight, Jr., 88, of Boone, NC, passed away at his residence surrounded 

by his loving family.   
     Ray was born in Heard County, Georgia on July 15, 1932, to the late Ray Emerson Kight, Sr. and Nati Mary 
Shirey Kight.  He proudly served in the United States Army.  Ray had a successful career in the retail industry, 
retiring as the General Manager of JCPenney at Hanes Mall.   He was a faithful member of Ardmore Baptist 
Church and loved his Lord.   
    In addition to his parents, Ray was preceded in death by his wife, Mary Ann Garret Kight; son, David Kight; 
sister, Kathryn Pagett; and brother, Hulyn Kight.   
     Ray is survived by his son, Todd Emerson Kight (Karen); grandchildren, Jaime Kight Welch (Jason), Matthew 
Kight (Tara), Molly Kight Woodcock (Trent), Garrett Kight, and Grant Kight; great-grandchildren, Emerson, Carter, 
Wilder, Rook, and Shea, who’s arrival is expected soon.  Ray is also survived by his brother, Kenneth Kight (Carol); 
sister, Sue Lane; sister-in-law, Anne Kight; and special companion, Reba Greene.   
     A private service to celebrate Ray’s life will be held at Ardmore Baptist Church with Dr. Paul Mullen, Rev. Mikel 
Garrett and Rev. Ty Talton officiating.  A private committal service will follow in the church columbarium.  In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests memorials be made to Ardmore Baptist Church, 501 Miller St., Winston-Salem, NC 
27103.  Hayworth-Miller Kinderton Chapel is serving the family of Mr. Kight.   
 

Waltz, John “Earl” (Jan 31, 2020) John joined previously departed family and friends on Cloud 34 on January 

31, 2020. A memorial service was held on Wednesday, February 5, 2020 at Nosek- McCreery Funeral Home, 8150 
Brecksville Rd., Brecksville, OH 44141. In Earl's memory please dress comfortably. 
     The son of John R. and Mildred D. Waltz, Earl was born in Conneaut, Ohio. After graduation from Conneaut 
Senior High School, he attended Miami University and graduated from there in 1958 after two years service with 
the U.S. Army in Japan. 
     He was employed by the JCPenney Company and worked in several cities in Ohio: Hamilton, Elyria, Cleveland, 
and Cuyahoga Falls. He has been a resident of Brecksville since 1971. 
     He was preceded in death by his wife Carole and daughter Catherine. He is survived by his sister, Mary Lou Fox 
of Ellwood City, Pennsylvania; son Philip (Kathy Cisar) of Littleton, Colorado; son Christopher (Courtney) of 
Elmhurst, Illinois; and three grandchildren, Abigail, Ryan, and Kyle of Elmhurst. 
     Earl will be leading a hike on Cloud 34 next Tuesday at 10 a.m. Earl was a volunteer with the Cleveland 
Orchestra Store at Severance and Blossom, delivered Meals on Wheels for Brecksville, and for several years was a 



volunteer with a New York City Elderhostel. He has been an active member of the Cleveland Hiking club since 
1987 and has hiked about 5,000 miles. His first major hike was a climb up Mt. Fuji in Japan in 1955. 
    In lieu flowers, the family asks that donations be made to the Wounded Warrior Project, 4899 Belfort Road, 
Suite 300, Jacksonville, FL 32256 in honor of Catherine and Earl Waltz. The family also thanks Earl’s friends for all 
of their kind assistance to Dad over the recent years. 
 
 

Ferrone,  Patricia (nee Jackman) (Feb 16, 2021)  Ferrone of Waldwick, NJ., passed peacefully of natural 

causes at the age of 82. Pat is predeceased by her husband Andrew of 60 years and survived by her Children 
Andrew and his wife Mary, James and his wife Deborah, Diane and her husband Anthony, her grandchildren 
Christopher and Jack, her step-grandchildren Jordan and Alyssa.  
      Pat grew up in The Bronx, married Andrew and then moved to New Jersey to raise their 3 children. She 
worked for many years at Lipton Tea Co, which suited her fine as she always loved her cup of tea. Pat enjoyed 
spending time with family and enjoyed watching the Yankees and the Giants, playing bridge or mah-johng. Pat 
was immensely proud of being from The Bronx and of her Irish Heritage and always was working on the 
genealogy tree over the years tracing family back to the 1400's. Pat had a deep love for family and was always 
the first to call when there was good news to be spread.  
     She is also survived by her niece Catherine and her husband Dan and daughter Sara, and nephew John. Patricia 
was proud of all her children achieving college degrees. In lieu of flowers please donate to the Ferrone Family 
Scholarship Fund of St Thomas Aquinas College, Sparkill, NY. 
     A wake was held at Vander Plaat Funeral Home on Sunday February 21, 2021 from 2pm to 5pm, with 
graveside Funeral Service on Monday February 22, 2021 at Valleau Cemetery, Ridgewood, NJ at 
10am. www.vpfh.com.   
 

Louden, Harriet (Oct 8, 2019) With heavy hearts, we announce the death of Harriet Louden (Woodstock, 

Georgia), born in Willmar, Minnesota, who passed away on October 8, 2019 at the age of 88. Family and friends 
are welcome to leave their condolences on this memorial page and share them with the family. 
       She was predeceased by : her parents, Annetta Whipkey and Frank Whipkey; her husband James W. Louden; 
her daughter Liza; and her sisters, Kate, Gladys, Geraldine and Elaine. 
       She is survived by : her daughter Cheryl Louden-Kubin of Roswell, GA; her sons-in-law, John and Wolfgang; 
and her grandsons, John James and Christopher James.  She is also survived by numerous nieces and nephews. 
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that any donations be made to the local or high school theatre groups of your 
choice. 

 
Bidwell, John Vern (Oct 19, 2020)  Tucson, Arizona - In loving memory of John Vern Bidwell. John passed away 

in Tucson, AZ with loved ones by his side. John was born August 18, 1937.  He is survived by his loving wife, 
Terrie, his children, Saundra, John, and Mitchell, numerous grandchildren and extended family. John will be 
cremated with no services per his request. 
   

https://support.woundedwarriorproject.org/default.aspx
https://support.woundedwarriorproject.org/default.aspx
http://www.vpfh.com/


Eckhardt, Betty Lou (Sep 14, 2013)  Eckhardt, 86, of Holiday FL, passed away Sept. 14, 2013. She is survived by 

her loving husband of 59 years, Jack W.; beloved daughters, Sandra (Roger) Harbour and Susan (Billy) Havee. She 
will be remembered by her granddaughter, Rachel Harbour.  
    She was a strong faithful Christian woman and longtime active member of the United Methodist Church. The 
family suggests that memorials may be made to the 1st United Methodist Church of New Port Richey, 5901 
Indiana Ave., New Port Richey, FL 34652. Memorial services will be conducted today, Wednesday from 1st United 
Methodist Church of New Port Richey at 2:30 pm. lnurnment will be at Florida National Cemetery, Bushnell. 
Arrangements entrusted to Michels & Lundquist Funeral Home 
 

Langer, Shirley Ann (Jan 19, 2021) Shirley Langer passed away at home in Sun Lakes, AZ at the age of 90. She 

was born in 1930 to Jacob and Velna Weitzel in Salem, OR.  
     Shirley graduated from Ashland High, Ashland, OR and attended Southern Oregon College and the University 
of Oregon. She married Lewis Langer (JCPenney) in 1951 and would have been celebrating 70 years of marriage 
in March. 
      She is survived by her husband, Lew, her three children, Larry Langer (Caryn) of Gilbert, AZ, Denise Schauer 
(George) of Chandler, AZ and Ron Langer (Susan) of Bend, OR, nine grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren. In 
addition, she is survived by her siblings, Ted Weitzel (Ruth) and Nancy Dyer (Pat).  
     While foremost a wife and mother, she also has worked as a secretary, Welcome Wagon Hostess and 
preschool teacher. She was active in parent teacher groups in their various communities, a Cub Scout and 
Brownie leader and Sunday school teacher. Since 1959 she has been very active in the P.E.O. Sisterhood and 
helped organize P.E.O. Chapter DW and Group B after they moved to Sun Lakes, AZ in 1990. She also has been an 
active member of Mission del Sol Presbyterian Church in Tempe as well as being involved in church activities in 
their previous communities.  
     She and her husband have enjoyed traveling throughout the world after retiring. Her top priority though has 
always been family. She was instrumental in keeping her large extended family close. She will be greatly missed 
by many. 
      A Celebration of Life will be held later this year. Memorials in her name may be sent to Mission del Sol 
Presbyterian Church Memorial Fund, 1565 E Warner Road Tempe, AZ 85284 or the P.E.O. Foundation (Program 
for Continuing Education), 3700 Grand Ave Des Moines, IA 50312 (or online by 
visiting www.peointernational.org and use the "Giving Opportunities" link on the home page.) 

 
Vadnais, Richard John (Feb 16, 2021) Vadnais of Chanhassen, MN, died peacefully on Tuesday, February 16, 

2021 at Fairview Southdale Hospital in Edina, MN. He was 78 years old. 
     Richard was born on November 28, 1942 in Winona, MN to Ronald and Mildred Vadnais. The older of two 
sons, he was known as Dick to friends and family alike. He graduated from St. John's Academy in Jamestown, ND 
in 1960, and went on to earn a Bachelor of Science degree from Saint Mary's College in Winona MN, graduating 
in 1964.  Dick served in the United States Army Reserves from 1965 – 1971, and worked as a regional manager for 
JCPenney for more than 30 years. 
     On September 12, 1970 he married the love of his life, Sandra Hanson, in Minneapolis, MN. Dick and Sandy 
settled in Chanhassen, Minnesota and raised two daughters. They were constant companions and enjoyed 
spending time together with family and friends while camping in Nisswa, MN, and at the family lake home on Gull 
Lake in Brainerd, MN. Dick had a booming voice and a big heart. He loved boating, gardening, and swapping 
stories over good food and drink. More than anything else, he loved his children and grandchildren.  
     He was preceded in death by his parents. 
     Survivors include his loving wife of fifty years, Sandy; daughters, Valerie Vadnais Wall and her husband, 
Charles Wall of Minnetrista, Christina McGlothlin and her husband, Matt of Baldwin, Wisconsin; 4 grandchildren, 
Maxwell McGlothlin and Richard, Victoria and Alexandra Wall; brother, Gary (Linda) Vadnais of Cape Coral, FL; 
brother-in-law Kevin Hanson and sister-in-law Paula Hanson; nephews and niece, Matt (Heather) Hanson, Doug 
Hanson, Kathleen Vadnais and Michael Vadnais (Stephanie Kamba Vadnais); other relatives and friends. 

http://www.peointernational.org/


Memorial Service will be held on Friday, March 19, 2021 at 4pm at Bertas Funeral Home of Chaska. The family 
will receive friends one hour prior to the service. The inurnment will take place at a later date. 

 
Nelson, Marjorie Allen  (Jan 17, 2021)  Orem, UT—Our beloved mother, grandmother, and great-

grandmother Marjorie Allen Nelson, age 88, passed away January 17, 2021. 
     She was born July 15, 1932, in Tooele, Utah to George and Grace Meacham Allen. Married Joseph Alan Nelson 
September 9, 1953, in the Salt Lake LDS Temple. She attended Tooele High School and graduated from Brigham 
Young University with degrees in Music and Home Economics. 
     Following college, she pursued the three primary loves of her life: family, home, and music. She raised five 
children while living in eight different cities throughout the West and Midwest including Salt Lake City, Grand 
Junction and Colorado Springs Colorado, Grandview Missouri, Topeka Overland Park, and Manhattan Kansas, and 
returning to Bountiful, Utah and Orem where she and Joe were finally able to settle into a home and community 
that they loved and served. 
     She was active in the LDS Church contributing countless hours wherever she lived as a leader in the Relief 
Society and Primary organizations, as ward and stake organist, as a temple worker and organist in the Mt. 
Timpanogos temple, and companion to Joe who presided over the California Santa Rosa Mission. She became 
very active in the community while supporting Joe's term as mayor of Orem, UT. She could be seen on a regular 
basis at the Orem recreation center leading a group called the Senior Sneakers in regular exercise. Grace, a smile, 
never a complaint, constant encouragement, and never an angry or judgmental word were the hallmarks of her 
service. Her family brought great happiness into her life. Everyone loved going to Grandma's house. There was 
always time for great food, meaningful conversation, and the ever-present "You are Loved". 
     She is survived by her children Joseph Allen (Janet) Nelson, Spanish Fork, Utah; Robert (Kathy) Nelson, 
Washington, D.C.; David (Becky) Nelson, Farmington, Utah; LuJean (Craig) Christensen, Kaysville, Utah; Shauna 
(Dan) Davis, Cedar Hills, Utah; 26 grandchildren, 60 great-grandchildren, and Sister-in-Law JoAnn Allen.  
     Preceded in death by her parents, husband, Joe (JCPenney), and her two brothers George (Alene) Allen and 
Keith (JoAnn) Allen. 
     Funeral arrangements are being handled by the Walker Sanderson Funeral Home, 646 East 800 North, Orem, 
UT, 84097. Funeral services was held Saturday, January 23, 2021 at the Canyon View Chapel, 860 East 1200 
North, Orem. Due to COVID restrictions the Viewing and in-person attendance at the funeral service was limited 
to immediate family members. Burial, following the funeral service was at the Orem City Cemetery and limited, 
as well, to immediate family members. 

 
Reber, Randy (Nov 25, 2020)  Randy, a resident of Pleasanton, CA was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin to Bea 

and Emil Reber. After a severe Wisconsin winter in 1947, the family moved to Concord, California, where Randy 
grew up with his sister Janet. Randy lived the rest of his 75 years in the greater Bay Area.  
     He was a member of the first graduating class at Clayton Valley High School in 1963 and continued his 
education at San Francisco State during the turbulent '60s. It was there that he met his first wife, Kathleen 
Colburn.  
After receiving a degree in business administration, he began his 39-era career in retail management at J.C. 
Penney, from which he retired in 2005. During those 39 years, Randy lead several company philanthropic efforts, 
including designing and building the first Penney Exercise Trail in Concord, working at United Way for six months, 
and setting up the first Pleasanton Hospice store with fixtures and registers. 
     Randy's life-long passion was people, especially bringing people together and making opportunities for those 
people to stay in close contact. He and Kathy started an annual Christmas partyt that brought friends and family 
together, a tradition he continued even after Kathy's death in 1988. He introduced many people, including his 
sons, to backpacking and arranged many trips every year from spring to fall, always looking for a new lake with 
good fishing. He spent hours searching for high school classmates to let them know of upcoming reunions. He 
regularly wrote letters and made phone calls to stay in touch with those farther away. Once you were his fiend, 
he never forgot you. 



     Randy was predeceased by his first wife, Kathy, his parents, and his son, Jeff. He is survived by his second wife 
Barb, his sister Janet and Aunt Cathy, his son Robert, daughter-in-law Carol, grandsons Carson and Ryan, 
daughter-in-law Jeffie, grandchildren Lukas and Lucey, step-son Steve, daughter-in-law Sumie, grandchildren 
Mimi, Christopher, and Mari, and step-daughter Julie, son-in-law Sean, and grandchildren Alder and Brynn. 
     Randy wrote the following to be read at his memorial service. Since Covid has made a service impossible at 
this time, we would like to share this with you: 
                                                                         Reflections on my life 
     Have you been able to live in the country and grow up in the iconic '50s or live in harmony in a home with 
wonderful parents who worshipped each other…and a dad who came to everyone of your sports events? 
Have you been blessed with great health that allowed you to enjoy sports and hike the mountains of California 
for over 50 years? 
     Have you had the love and friendship of two beautiful women in your life, or watch with pride and admiration 
your sons grow up to be wonderful dads? 
     Did you design and build something that gave you great satisfaction or get your hands greasy restoring an old 
Chevy, or worked in the community or helped a good friend through difficult times? 
Can you say you have been blessed with nine grandchildren, each with their own special personality, and finally… 
     Have you known and experienced true adversity and come away from it stronger and closer to God… 
     I can say I had all of this and more and could not have asked God to have given me a life as wonderful as mine. 

 
Knopf Jr, Theodore N. (Sep 30, 2020)  Knopf, age 86, peacefully passed at home surrounded by loving family 

on September 30 2020. Ted had been under home hospice care for several months.  
     He was a loving son, husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather and will be deeply missed by his 
surviving family. 
     Ted was born on October 27 1933 in Hastings Michigan to Nellie and Theodore Knopf Sr. He grew up in 
Hastings where his parents were both local school teachers. He graduated from Western Michigan University and 
then served in the US Army as a tank commander at Ft Hood in Texas. He married his lovely wife, Mary Jane 
Oswald, from Niles Michigan, in 1955.  
     Ted worked for the J C Penney Company for over 35 years, retiring as a store manager in Bayshore New York. 
Ted and Jane retired to Palm Coast Florida in 1992 and spent many active years engaged in the local community. 
      Ted was a mentor at the local high school, active in Palm Coast tennis, and served many years with the Flagler 
Sea Turtle patrol. He was also an accomplished stained glass artist. Over the years he donated hundreds of pieces 
in the local community and Flagler HospiceCare. Finally, Ted was an accomplished croquet player, winning 
numerous tournaments throughout the country including the National Seniors Championship in West Palm Beach 
Florida.  
     Ted is survived by his loving wife, Jane, his brother, Richard Knopf, his three children; Susan, David (wife 
Deborah), and Timothy Knopf, five grand children; Sarah Riddle and Matthew, Daniel, Jeremy and Lucas Knopf, 
and three great granddaughters.  
     Due to the pandemic, his family elected not to hold a service at this time. 
     In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to the American Heart Association. 

 
Allison, Kay Crowell (May 25, 2016) Allison was born in San Antonio on May 26, 1933.  The family is grateful 

for Estella Sanchez's care for her. 
     Kay was a member of The First Unitarian Universalist Church since 1966. She was a volunteer at The Institute 
of Texan Cultures demonstrating quilting. She was also active in quilting guilds, beading and sewing groups. 
     She was preceded in death by her husbands, Jerry Benton and Herbert M. Allison, her daughter, Linda Benton 
and parents Opal and Herbert Crowell. 
     She leaves behind her sister Ricki Hartman, niece Diana Ely (David), nephews Jack Bulkley (Jenny), Robert 
Bulkley (Sonja), great nieces Taylor and Mallory, great nephews Kyle and Wyatt, stepson George Allison, step 
daughter-in-law Simin Allison, step grandsons John and Andrew Allison, adopted son, Gabriel Flores, and adopted 

https://www2.heart.org/site/SPageNavigator/donatenow_legacy.html?giftFirstName=Theodore&giftLastName=Knopf&s_src=leg


grandchildren Alexander, Camilla, Emily and Guenther Flores. 
     A memorial service will be held on June 4, 2016, at 11:00 am at The First Unitarian Universalist Church, 7150 
W. Interstate 10, San Antonio, Texas 78213. 
     In lieu of flowers, a memorial may be given to The First Unitarian Universalist Church or Roy Mass Youth 
Alternatives, 121 Old San Antonio Road. Boerne, TX 78006. 

 
Morris, Sandra (unknown)  We received word that Sandra, wife of David has passed.  There is no obituary 

information available. 

 
Stone, Ardean Lee (June 26, 2020)  Ardean was born on February 27, 1930 and passed away on June 26, 2020 

and is under the care of Palm Eastern Mortuary. 

 
Stone, Harold (Jan 30, 2019) Funeral Home Services for HAROLD are being provided by Palm Eastern Mortuary 

and Cemetery of Las Vegas, NV. 

 
Dennis, James J. (Nov 20, 2020) “Mr D”, 89 of Taylorville, passed away at 6:50am on Friday, Nov 20, 2020 at 

Taylorville Memorial Hospital in Taylorville. He was born on Nov 6, 1931 in Bloomington, the son of Harry and 
Mary (Wall) Dennis. James graduated from Trinity High School in 1950. He served in the Army National Guard and 
was on active duty during the Korean Conflict. 
     On April 24, 1954 married his High School Sweet Heart Joan Walsh at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in 
Bloomington IL and she preceded him in death on Nov 15th 1988. 
     He graduated from Illinois State Normal University in 1956 with a bachelor’s degree in Business Education. Jim 
worked for the JCPenney Co for 34 years and as Manager of the Taylorville Store for 25 years. He was a member 
of St Mary’s Catholic Church, serving on the Finance Committee and assisting with the Annual Festival for many 
years. He was a member of the Kiwanis Club, Knights of Columbus and Retired JCPenney Employee’s Club. 
     Proud of his Irish Heritage, on St Patrick’s Day, he dyed his hair green and served green donuts to customers, 
staff and friends and convinced the City Council to paint a green stripe around the Taylorville Square. 
After retiring he loved to travel the US, Canada, Ireland, Italy and Greece. He was an active member of the 
Christmas Home Tour, and served on the Oak Hill Cemetery Committee for many years. He also worked at 
McClure Funeral Home. 
     He impacted and influenced the lives of all that he knew. He will be forever remembered for his wit, humor, 
stories, and love of life. 
     He is survived by his children: 
Daughters, Mary (Kevin) Simcox of West Des Moines IA, Erin Dennis (Mike Zagotta) of Taylorville, Theresa Dennis 
of Peoria IL. 
 Sons, Steven (Shelly) Dennis of Taylorville, Mike Dennis of Swanton MD, Thom (Jeffrey Hadloc) Dennis of Galena 
IL, Dan (Cindy) Dennis, of Taylorville, David Dennis of Bloomington IL, Bob (Barbi) Dennis of Bloomington IL. 
Grandchildren, Kaitlyn Simcox, Sarah Zagotta, Ann Zagotta, Danielle Dennis, Meghan Dennis, Patrick Dennis, Sean 
Dennis. Siblings, William Dennis, Wilmington IL, Paulita Killian, Lexington IL, Tim Dennis, Lake Forest IL., and many 
nieces and nephews. 
     Jim was preceded in death by his parents, Wife Joan, Brothers, John Dennis, Tom (Cathy) Dennis, Sisters, Mary 
Helen Goetsch, Christine Beebe. 
     A private family funeral mass was held at 1pm on Wed, Nov 25th, 2020 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. 
Following the mass Jim will be cremated and inurnment will be held in Oak Hill Cemetery in Taylorville, IL at a 
later date. McClure Funeral Home and Cremation Services in Taylorville is assisting the family with arrangements.  
       A Celebration of Life will be held at a date to be determined.  
      In Lieu of Flowers, donations could be made to St Mary’s Catholic School in Taylorville, the Taylorville Kiwanis 
Club “Coats for Kids” 



 
Zambetti, Geraldine Sheila nee Martens (Aug 27, 2018)  Zambetti, age 83, of Marietta, Georgia passed away 

on August 27, 2018, her 63rd wedding anniversary. She was born in 1935 in Jamaica Estates, New York to John 
and Mary Martens.  
     Sheila attended Kennesaw State University where she studied French. Her favorite past-times were playing her 
baby grand piano, listening to classical music, reading and entertaining family and friends. She was known to 
dress formally even for casual dinners and loved wearing big hats.  
      Sheila was cherished by her husband Mario, who passed away the following day on August 28th (obit below). 
They were true soulmates and inseparable. She is survived by her beloved brother John Jerome Martens (Patty), 
her 3 loving sons John (Kelly), Gerard (Stacey), and Andrew, as well as her five grandchildren Shannon, Stephen, 
Christine, Michael, and Ashley. She was preceded in death by her sisters Jacqueline “Maureen” Kennedy and 
Eunice Cassidy.  
     A funeral Mass will be held for both Mario and Sheila at Holy Family Catholic Church in Marietta on Tuesday, 
September 4th at 11 am, followed by a graveside service at Arlington Memorial Cemetery. 
     In lieu of flowers, the family kindly asks that you consider a donation in Mario’s and Sheila’s names to the 
American Lung Association. 
 

Zambetti, Mario Anthony (Aug 28, 2018) Zambetti, age 92, of Marietta, Georgia passed away on August 

28th. He was born in 1926 in the Bronx, New York to Giovanni and Ida Zambetti.  
     He graduated from Catholic University with a degree in Architecture. He was employed by J.C. Penney Co for 
his entire career and retired as Southeast Regional Manager of Construction.  
     In his spare time, Mario enjoyed playing golf and fishing. He was proud to have served his country as a Navy 
serviceman during World War II. He was adored by his wife Geraldine “Sheila”, who passed away just one day 
earlier on August 27th, their 63rd anniversary. They were true soulmates and inseparable.  
       He is survived by his beloved sister Gina Ceva, his 3 loving sons John (Kelly), Gerard (Stacey), and Andrew, as 
well as his five grandchildren Shannon, Stephen, Christine, Michael, and Ashley. A funeral Mass will be held for 
both Mario and Sheila at Holy Family Catholic Church in Marietta on Tuesday, September 4th at 11 am, followed 
by a graveside service at Arlington Memorial Cemetery.  
     In lieu of flowers, the family kindly asks that you consider a donation in Mario’s and Sheila’s names to the 
American Lung Association. 

 
Holland, Alan Leslie (Jan 13, 2021)  Dallas – Services are being held this afternoon (Jan 15), virtually, for Alan 

Holland, one of the industry’s most well-known buyers and merchants, who passed away on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 
at 74. 
     Holland was a career buyer in curtains and window treatments, primarily for JCPenney but also for Home 
Depot and other stores, during an era when these merchants held buying positions for years and became masters 
in the category. During his heyday at JCPenney, the retailer sold nearly one out of every three window 
treatments in the country, making Holland one of the most important and recognizable buyers in the entire 
industry. 
     He began his career in New York at the long-since-gone department store Gimbels as an assistant buyer and 
then held various merchandising positions with Lit’s, Lazarus, Joske’s, Rike’s, Home Front and Dillard’s, all but the 
latter no longer in business. 
     He joined JCPenney in 1993, where he first was senior buyer of pillows and blankets, later becoming senior 
buyer for drapery hardware, hard window and ready-made draperies. 
     In what was a headline-making change, he left Penney in 1999 to join Expo Design Center, a unit of Home 
Depot that focused on higher end, designer-oriented merchandise, becoming global project manager. Expo was 
eventually shut down and he returned to JCPenney in 2005, where he served as senior buyer in window and then 
in 2007 becoming merchandise marketing director for window coverings. He retired in 2010 and continued to live 
in the Dallas area. 



     He is survived by his wife Enid and three children: Jason Holland, Clifford Holland and Lannette Pleasant, as 
well as grandchildren. 
     The family is asking that any memorial donations be made to the American Cancer Society. 

 
LaClair, William (Nov 18, 2019)  We’ve just learned of his passing.  There is no obituary found.  Below is the 

obituary of his wife 

LaClaire, Joan (July 19, 2015) Joan DeForest LaClair passed away July 19, 2015, at home after a long 
illness. Joan was born February 23, 1930, in Raymond, WA, daughter of L. V. and Josephine DeForest. 
Her family moved to Olympia,WA in 1946 where Joan completed high school. She attended 
Washington State College (University) for two years. There is where she met her future husband 
William "Bill" LaClair. They married in 1951.  
      Over the years her husband's employment took them to eleven locations on the West Coast. 
They have lived in La Mesa for the past 34 years. Her brother, Russell DeForest, and sister, Janet 
Rockey, preceded her in death. Survivors are husband, Bill LaClair, daughter, Janis LaClair-Thomas, 
son, Jeff LaClair, granddaughter, Lauren LaClair, grandson,Grant LaClair, son-in-law Mark Thomas, 
and daughter-in-law, Rebecca LaClair.  
 
Haines Jr., Walter Roy (Dec 17, 2020) Haines Jr., age 99 of Greenville, Ohio passed away at the State of the 

Heart Hospice Care Center in Greenville. Roy was born May 21, 1921 in Wilkinsburg, PA. and the son of the late 
Walter Roy and Lillian Marie (Wylie) Haines. 
     He retired in 1983 from J.C. Penney Company as Store Manager of the Greenville store. He had been 
employed with the company for 34 years. 
     Roy was a veteran of WW II serving in the United States Army Air Corps. He was stationed in England, North 
Africa and Italy and honorably discharges in 1945 as a Staff Sergeant. He was a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Greenville, a 51 year member of the Greenville Kiwanis Club, 70 plus year member of the Greenville 
Masonic Lodge, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite-Valley of Dayton and the Antioch Shrine of Dayton, a 1949 
graduate of Miami University of Oxford with a Bachelor’s degree and one of the founding members of the 
“Geezer’s golf group at Turtle Creek Golf Course. 
      He enjoyed spending time with his family, photography, writing the “Kiyak” for the Kiwanis Club, playing golf 
and telling stories. He was the king of puns. 
      In addition to his parents he was preceded in death by his sister Jean Haines Stone. 
     Roy is survived by his wife Patricia (Wilson) Haines of Greenville. They were married August 5, 1950 in Baldwin, 
New York. Also children Richard (Diane) Haines, Tracy Haines and Robert Haines; grandchildren Justin (Sarah) 
Haines, Caitlin (Kirk) Shellhouse and Molly (Heath) Miller; great grandchildren Claire Haines and Lillian Haines as 
well as 2 nephews. 
     A Memorial Services will be scheduled at a later date.  It is the wishes of the family that Memorial 
Contributions be given to Bear’s Mill or the State of the Heart Care. 
     Roy was loved by family and friends and will be greatly missed!  Arrangements by Zechar Bailey Funeral Home 
Greenville, Ohio 

 
KILGORE, Ray (Dec 22, 2020)  Ray Kilgore joined the angels when God called his good and faithful servant 

home. He was born on April 11, 1926, in Ruston, LA, the middle of three children.  
      After high school, Ray roughed-necked for a time. Then starting as a stock boy, he began his long career with 
the JC Penney Company. Ray rose to be store manager. He opened Penney's in the new Highland Mall store in 
Austin and managed stores in Oklahoma, Louisiana, and Puerto Rico. The Puerto Rico store was struggling and he 
made it into the largest volume store in the company.  Ray retired in Atlanta after 38 years with Penney's.  



     Ray will be remembered as a caring, kind, loving, and respected Christian man, admired by many. He moved 
back to Ruston to care for his parents. After their deaths, he and his wife, Nona, moved to Lakeway. During his 
career, Ray served the Chambers of Commerce, First Baptist Church (Deacon), Retail Merchants Association of N 
America and The Lakeway Church where he was honored as Volunteer of the Year, at the age of 80 years. He 
helped to create the Memorial Garden there and faithfully served on the board.  
     Preceding him in death were his brother, James and wife Nona. He is survived by his loving wife, Mary Alice, 
his sister, Faye Futch of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, sons, Steven and wife, Barbara, and Kevin and wife, Sandy, six 
grandchildren, and 11 great grandchildren.  
     Memorials may be made to The Lakeway Church, Memorial Garden or the charity of your choice. A Memorial 
Service will be announced at a later date.  To Plant Memorial Trees in memory, please visit our Sympathy Store. 

Published in Austin American-Statesman on Jan. 3, 2021. 

 
Eads, Elsie Manny (Aug 6, 2020)  Eads died peacefully at Rex Hospital in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Aug 6, 

2020, her 91st birthday (born August 6, 1929). 
     Born in Washington, D.C., she graduated from Theodore Roosevelt High School as valedictorian in 1947. She 
attended DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana, where she met her first husband and father of her children, 
James R. Troyer. She graduated Phi Beta Kappa in 1951 with majors in mathematics and Spanish. 
     After several moves related to James' academic career, the couple settled in Raleigh in 1958, when he joined 
the botany department faculty at N.C. State University. 
     Elsie held several administrative positions during her working years in Raleigh, including long stints at West 
Raleigh Presbyterian Church, the JC Penney district office, and Disability Determination Services. 
     During the 1960s, she was a vocal advocate for civil rights and participated in and supported numerous justice-
related causes long into her eighties. 
     A lifelong student, Elsie was never happier than when she was learning and exploring new subjects. After 
retirement, she took German classes, traveled abroad on educational tours, and attended arts performances 
year-round. 
     Her love of the outdoors and nature led her to volunteer with conservation groups and the N.C. Museum of 
Natural Science in Raleigh. 
     She was a devoted member of West Raleigh Presbyterian Church and for years served as a volunteer for Meals 
on Wheels and the Loaves and Fishes ministry. She continued her volunteer service at Springmoor Life Care 
Retirement Community, where she resided from 2007 until her death. At Springmoor she enjoyed educational 
programs, outings and daily ping-pong matches. 
      Elsie is survived by two daughters, Margaret Kelly (Matthew) of Apex and Rebecca Troyer (Carter Crawford) of 
Denver; three granddaughters, Elizabeth Troyer of Denver, Claudia Troyer of Brooklyn and Hannah Clendening of 
Indianapolis; a step-grandson, Will Crawford of Garner, and nieces, nephews and cousins across the U.S. 
     She was predeceased by her daughter, Katherine E. Troyer; her sister, Elizabeth M. Crawford, her brother, 
Benjamin Manny, her grandson, James M. Kelly; her first husband, James Troyer and her second husband, James 
H. Eads Jr. 
     Elsie's ashes will be interred at Arlington National Cemetery at a future date.   To Plant Memorial Trees in 
memory, please visit our Sympathy Store.  Published in The News and Observer (Raleigh) on Aug. 7, 2020. 

 
Demaray, William Richard (Bill) (Jan 26, 2021)  Bill, age 95, passed away January 26, 2021 from heart 

complications. Bill was a resident of Birmingham for over 60 years.  
     He is preceded in death by his wife Patricia Coyne Demaray and son Coyne Drew Demaray; parents, Richard 
Charles Demaray and Edna Brainard Demaray, and his brother, John Robert Demaray. 
     He is survived by his daughter, Debbe Demaray Ezzell, and grandchildren William Douglas Ezzell (Caitlin), and 
Elizabeth Ezzell Perry (Jeff) all of Atlanta, Ga.; five great-grandchildren: Virginia Coyne, Ellery Ann and William 
Porterfield Ezzell; and Benjamin Harrington and Jack Royce Perry all of Atlanta, Ga.; and a nephew Richard 
Demaray of Tulsa, Ok. 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/statesman/condolences-charities.aspx?keyword=coycalz&pid=197416961
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/name/ray-kilgore-funeral-flowers/p197416961/?affiliateId=844&pm=240
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/name/elsie-eads-funeral-flowers/p196603137/?affiliateId=1878&pm=240


      Bill was born on October 27, 1925 in Stockton, Kansas and was raised in Joplin, Missouri. In junior high, he met 
Patricia Royce Coyne who would later become his wife of 58 years. Upon graduating from Joplin High School, Bill 
then attended Park College for officer training. He went on to serve in the United States Navy as an Ensign in 
World War II. After the war, he graduated from The University of Missouri in Columbia, Mo. where he was a 
member of Beta Theta Pi fraternity. Bill later received a Master of Business Administration from New York 
University. Bill had an extensive career in retail management. He started this career with JC Penney in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. He later moved with the company to Houston, Jackson and Birmingham. 
      In Birmingham, he successfully opened and managed stores at Eastwood Mall and Century Plaza where he 
spent many happy years.  Following his retirement from JC Penney, he was co-owner of Jones-Lawless, Inc. a 
chain of men and boys clothing stores in Birmingham and Tuscaloosa. 
      Bill was a member of The Club and Vestavia Country Club for many years where he was an avid golfer. He was 
an incredibly friendly and kind gentleman with many friends and enjoyed interacting with them as often as 
possible. Bill loved his family greatly. Some of his fondest activities were attending birthday parties and as many 
sporting events as possible for his two grandchildren who were so special to him. Bill loved Alabama football and 
used to joke that Bear Bryant could walk on water. Fittingly, both Bear and Bill passed away on the same day in 
January. 
      Bill had a strong faith and dearly loved his church, Independent Presbyterian Church. The family requests in 
lieu of flowers that donations be made in Bill's name to Independent Presbyterian Church, 3100 Highland Ave., 
Birmingham, AL 35205. A small memorial service for family members will be held at Independent Presbyterian 
Church. A celebration of his life with friends who knew Bill will be held later in the spring/summer. Everyone who 
knew Bill was aware that he didn't like to tell people goodbye, so in his favorite words he leaves this earth saying 
"Happy Day".   To Plant Memorial Trees in memory, please visit our Sympathy Store. 

Published in The Birmingham News from Feb. 3 to Feb. 5, 2021. 

 
Cartwright, Charles (Mar 24, 2019)  Chuck retired in 1995 after 34 years with JCPenney.  He and his wife, Lori, 

were from Ohio, but had left there in 1960 with two small children for a better climate in California.   
     He hired into El Monte, CA and went on to work in nine stores, the Los Angeles Area staff and the 
Chicago office as regional merchandise Manager for Home Lines.   
     After living in many large cities, Chuck and Lori were looking for a more rural retirement location and  found it 
in St. George, UT.  After building their retirement home, they took to the road and traveled all over USA and 
Canada in their fifth-wheel trailer.  They also managed to go on several foreign trips and cruises.   
     Chuck is survived by Lori, his wife of 63 years and sons, Mark and Glenn. 

 
Occhiogrosso, Jack John (Jan 30, 2021) Jack,  age 86, of Frisco, Texas, passed while recuperating from COVID 

19 a few weeks prior.  He was born on January 7, 1935, in Brooklyn, New York, to Josephine (Seville) and 
Francesco Occhiogrosso.  
     Jack proudly served his country in the United States Army.  He obtained his Business Degree from City 
University of New York and his Master’s Degree from Hofstra University.   
    Jack married his loving wife Ruth Louise Lahm on June 22, 1957; they were together for 53 years when she lost 
her battle with cancer.  Together they raised their four children – Frank, Richard, Kathy and Jackie on Long Island, 
NY.  They forged lifelong friendships with their neighbors, raised their children and enjoyed playing golf and days 
spent on the beach.  
     Jack had great success working for the JCPenney Corporation for 36 years.  In 1979, his career led them across 
the country to Westlake Village, California, then back to the east coast to Holmdel, New Jersey.  They finally 
settled in Dallas, Texas in 1986 where he was active in their church and various social associations. He made 
many great friends wherever he lived.  Once retired, he played lots of golf and card games at his country club and 
spent time with his grandchildren.  He and Ruth travelled to many wonderful locations around the world and 
took all their kids and grandkids on beach vacations where many great memories were made and cherished.  Jack 
was a generous and loving man whose family will miss him dearly.  

https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/name/william-demaray-funeral-flowers/p197649311/?affiliateId=24&pm=240


     Throughout his life, Jack had a smile that lit up his handsome face!  He and Ruth enjoyed going to social events 
and were terrific dancers.  After losing his wife he was fortunate to meet Virginia Cook and they had a lovely 
relationship until his passing.  In recent years Jack suffered from the effects of Alzheimer’s but through it all, he 
had a sparkle in his eyes and remained loving to his family and friends.  
     Jack is survived by his children, Frank Occhiogrosso of Bayport, New York, Kathy Occhiogrosso and her 
husband, James Ward, of North Richland Hills, Texas, and Jackie Bain and her husband, Jeff, of Frisco, Texas; his 
grandchildren, Angela Occhiogrosso, Greg Ward, Matt Ward, Kaitlyn Manser, Tiffany Occhiogrosso, Kristina and 
her husband Chris Alfano, Alison and her husband James Farison, and Jake Occhiogrosso; his great-grandson, 
Ethan Farison; his sister, Jeannie DiBiasi of New York; his sister-in-law, Florence Yudt of New York, numerous 
nieces and nephews; as well as his dear friend Virginia Cook of Dallas, Texas 
     He is preceded in death by his beloved wife, Ruth Occhiogrosso, his son, Richard Occhiogrosso, his 
granddaughter, Michele Occhiogrosso, his brother, Michael Occhiogrosso, his daughters-in-laws, Karen and Tirra 
Occhiogrosso, and his parents, Josephine and Francesco Occhiogrosso. 
    We will plan to celebrate Jack’s life in the near future when the COVID 19 vaccine is administered to more of 
our friends and family.  Please wear your masks, it could save lives!    In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you 
consider making a donation to:  Alzheimer’s Association  
https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Events/Tributes-AlzheimersChampions?pg=fund&fr_id=1060&pxfid=664857 

 
Hatch, Neil Everett (Aug 29, 2020)  NEIL EVERETT HATCH, 87, passed away from heart failure at his home in 

Granbury, TX on August 13, 2020. 
      A memorial service was held at 2pm, Saturday, August 29, 2020 at Acton Methodist Church. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider a gift to one of Neil's favorite charities: Rancho Brazos Center, People Helping People or the 
Salvation Army. Designate the charity of your choice and mail to Acton Methodist Church, 3343 Fall Creek 
Highway, Granbury, Texas 76049. 
     Neil was born in Milo, Maine on February 20, 1933, to Maurice and Marion Hatch, the third of four sons. He 
grew up in Bath, Maine and at 19 joined the Air Force. After 4 years of service stationed in Big Spring, Texas, Neil 
took a job at JCPenney. He married Charlene Anderson and had two sons, Sid and Brent. From Big Spring, he 
transferred to Waco, Abilene, Brady and Stephenville, retiring as manager of the JCPenney store in Hutchinson, 
Kansas after a 38-year career. Under Neil's leadership, his employees and stores excelled winning the Chairman's 
award twice , the highest recognition in the company. 
     While in Stephenville, Neil lost his wife Charlene to cancer. He married Shirley Cunyus Ollom and adopted her 
six-year old son Zane. Neil loved having their large combined family of 6 children, 11 grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren together for holidays, special occasions and vacations. Neil enjoyed camping, fishing, golfing, 
skiing, traveling, dancing, and wood-working. Much to Shirley's delight, Neil was her personal shopper using his 
passion for clothing to select outfits for her throughout their 43 years of marriage. Neil was generous with his 
help, always spoke his mind, and kept everyone laughing. 

 

Sullivan III, Frank M. (Sept 09, 2020)  Sullivan, age 67 of Belvidere, Tennessee passed away on 

Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2020 at his residence surrounded by his loving family. He was born on Sept. 2, 1953 

to Frances Johnson Sullivan and the late Frank Martin Sullivan, Jr.  

     Before his retirement he was employed in management with J.C. Penney, where he worked for over 

thirty -seven years. Frank attended World Outreach Church in Murfreesboro, Tennessee and was a 

member of the Franklin County Republican Party. He was also involved with Bass Clubs in Tennessee, 

West Virginia, Virginia and Michigan. He loved God above all, closely followed by his family. His passions 

were fishing, politics and finance. His catch phrase was “Life Is Good,” and one could see it in the love he 

shared. 

      In addition to his father, Frank was preceded in death by two brothers, Dennis Sullivan and Mike 

Sullivan. He is survived by his loving wife Sheila Sullivan of Belvidere, Tennessee; children, Adam Sullivan 

https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Events/Tributes-AlzheimersChampions?pg=fund&fr_id=1060&pxfid=664857


of Vancouver, Washington and Laura Sullivan of Mount Hood, Oregon; mother, Frances Johnson Sullivan 

of Chester, Virginia; brothers, Patrick (Roxanne) Sullivan of Chesterfield, Virginia, and Jerry Sullivan of 

Virginia Beach, Virginia; many nieces and nephews whom he adored and a lifetime’s worth of dear 

friends.  

      A memorial service was held at the Keith Springs Baptist Church at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 13, 2020 

with Rev. Ron Taylor officiating. Visitation was held from 1:00–2:00 PM on Sunday, September 20, 2020, 

with the funeral service following at 2:00 PM at Providence Mennonite Church. Interment followed at the 

Warwick River Mennonite Church Cemetery in Newport News, Virginia with Pastor Harold Bergey 

officiating.  

      In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the American Cancer Society, P.O. Box 22478, 

Oklahoma City, OK 73123, or The Blue Monarch, P.O. Box 1207, Monteagle, TN 37356, 

www.bluemonarch.org/givetoday.  

Please leave condolences at wjsmithandsonfh.com 
 
Langer, Shirley (January 19, 2021 I have received information that Lew Langer has lost his beautiful partner, 

Shirley  on Tuesday, Janurary 19, 2021 at their residence in Sun Lakes. 
     Shirley celebrated her 90th birthday this past October and had experienced some on-going health issues after 
her fall a few years ago.  In March 2021, Lew and Shirley would have been celebrating 70 years of "togetherness" 
anniversary. 
     Shirley is survived by Lew, two sons and a daughter, their respective spouses, nine (9) grandchildren and 14 
great grandchildren. 
     Shirley and Lew have been involved in the Valley of the Sun HCSC, as well as the National organization since his 
retirement.  Shirley relinquished her "secretary position" of this Club to me in 2010. 
       Memorials may be directed to Mission del Sol Presbyterian Church, Memorial Fund, 1565 E. Warner Road, 
Tempe, AZ 85284 or to the P. E. O. Foundation, Continuing Education, 3700 Grand Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50312. 
       Condolences may be directed to Lew and the family, 9508 E. Riggs Road, #D321, Sun Lakes, AZ 85248. 
A Celebration of Life will be announced accordingly.     Per Vyda Bridwell   
No obituary is available at this time 
 

 Stoops, Virginia (Jan 2, 2021)  Virginia Stoops passed away peacefully in Fullerton, California on January 2, 

2021.  She was 94 years old. 
     The daughter of Charles A. Parkin and Flo N. Parkin, Virginia was born on August 19, 1926 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  
She spent her childhood and early adult years in Tulsa, and graduated from the University of Tulsa.  She was 
proud of her Oklahoma roots and seldom missed an opportunity to tell anyone she met that she was from Tulsa. 
     Virginia married Doyle F. Stoops on March 22, 1952, and newlyweds set up residence in Santa Barbara, 
California as Doyle began his career with JC Penney.  Promotions and transfers saw the family move several times 
around Southern California, ending up in Fullerton, where they remained through their retirement years. 
     Virginia and Doyle had one simple agreement:  “He ran the store, she ran the house.”  And boy, could she run 
it!  She was a full-time homemaker and mother to three sons.  She also found time to be active and accept 
leadership roles in various women’s organizations, including the Assistance League of Fullerton, P.E.O. 
International, and Daughters of the American Revolution.  She carried on the retail tradition in the family by 
running the Assistance League Thrift Shop for several years, using many "tricks of the trade” she picked up from 
her husband.  After Doyle passed away in 2000, she became a board member of the HCSC Foundation.  
       Virginia was preceded in death by her parents, her husband Doyle, and a brother, Charles A. Parkin, Jr.  She is 
survived by her sons and their wives - Martin (Barbara), Edmond (Janna) and Michael (Jody), nine grandchildren, 
and five great-grandchildren.  No services are planned at this time.  She will be interred at Golden Gate Cemetery 
in San Bruno, California next to Doyle and Doyle’s parents. 

 



Powell, Lois (Jan 5, 2020)  Lois J. Powell (Pierson) passed away peacefully on Tuesday morning January 5, 2021, 

at her home in Concord, California. Lois was born in Cadillac, Michigan on February 20, 1934. Lois was the 
youngest of four children. She married her high school sweetheart, Richard Powell, in Cadillac Michigan, and had 
two beautiful daughters Kim and Karie. While the girls grew up, they lived in many wonderful places, including 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Ohio, New Jersey and Connecticut and made many cherished friendships. 
Along with being a devoted wife, Lois was a remarkable mother who loved and always supported her children. 
When the girls moved to California, Lois and Richard followed them, moving to a senior community in Concord, 
California and enjoyed spending their winters in Lakeland, Florida. Lois was also a loving and supportive 
grandmother and is survived by her three grandchildren; Syrrus, Lani and Emily. 
Lois loved playing both golf and bridge, where she made many friendships. Lois was an exceptional wife, mother, 
grandmother and friend, who made a lasting impact on all who know her. Lois was always kind, happy and 
beautiful. She will be dearly missed. Her family is planning a special ceremony for Lois in the near future. 
Cadillac News 

 
Feilmeier, Larry (Jan 8, 2021 ?)  Sadly, we are informing you that a long time RMG member, Larry Feilmeier, 

has passed away this past week. Larry resided in Castle Rock, CO. and was able to be at home at the time of his 
death.  May our Friend and Partner, rest in peace. He will be missed.   An obituary is not available at this time. 
 


