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National H.C.S.C. Alumni Club 
Chairman’s Letter
Dear Partners:

As you may recall, this summer all JCPenney Gold Card Holders received an 
application for membership in the H.C.S.C. Alumni Club, along with a letter 
describing benefits of membership and its cost (free the first year, $25 a year 
thereafter). We are pleased to inform you that we have received over 400 
applications! As we complete inputting the applications, we are sending the 
Local Meeting Groups (LMGs) the information on the new members in their area. We encourage all LMGs to 
reach out to these new members and invite them to join their group. It is through their participation in events at 
the local level that these new members will continue to support H.C.S.C. and the Penney Idea. 

Because of this increase in membership, H.C.S.C. will be able to minimize the dues increase for most of its 
members. While JCPenney has recently made improvements to the bottom-line, for 2016, all departments have 
been requested to reduce their expenses, including the department that has supported H.C.S.C.’s printing 
services. After this year (2015), JCPenney will no longer subsidize the printing for H.C.S.C. 

At its August meeting, your H.C.S.C. Board, including LMG representatives, voted to charge all members 
including Lifetime and those who are LMG Only members (except Honorary members who are spouses 
of deceased members) annual dues of $25.00, effective January 2016. As always, new members receive 
their first year free. Lifetime memberships (last offered in 2006) have “recouped” their one-time lifetime dues 
payment several times over. Meanwhile, H.C.S.C. expenses have increased over these years, and will increase 
substantially when it picks up the printing costs for the three issues of H.C.S.C. Partners. Several alternative 
ways to reduce expenses were explored by the Board, including reducing the number of Partners issues to 
two issues per year, but the final dues action taken was deemed to be the most viable. (For example, going to 
only two Partners issues annually would not reduce costs since each issue would then have more pages with 
corresponding increases in printing and mailing). 

We trust that our Lifetime and LMG Only members understand the necessity for this increase. As such, all 
will qualify for National benefits such as continuing to receive H.C.S.C. Partners three times a year, invitation 
to the National Convention held every three years, and potentially being eligible to receive the H.C.S.C. 50 
Year Pin. All members benefit from supporting National H.C.S.C., the umbrella organization that provides the 
legal charter for the LMGs and provides the annual audit and required IRS tax filings, as well as various other 
benefits.              

Your Board and I thank all of our members for continuing Mr. Penney’s partnership. We look forward to 
personally greeting each of you next September at our National Convention in San Antonio. We’ll be sending 
Convention registration materials early in 2016, so please watch your mailboxes. And we continue to update our 
website with Convention information as it is finalized (http://www.jcpalumniclub.org/).       

Wishing you the happiest of Holidays!

Sharon Leight
National H.C.S.C. Alumni Club Chairman
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H.C.S.C. Alumni Club Annual Meeting 

October 7, 2015

The meeting began at 10:00 AM. The following directors were present:
Sharon Leight, Phil Esch, Bill Burns, Joe Bruno, Robin Caldwell, Tom Clarke, Jack Clancy, Jim Hailey, 
Larry Noble, Melvin Paxton Jr., Warren Richards, Alan Rogers, Phil Shama, Wynn Watkins, Bill Webb.

The Local Meeting Groups were represented as follows:

Deep South    Corinne Bjerke, Josh Norcross  
Dixie    Jack Johndrow, Bill Webb
Florida Suncoast  Bob Gravatt
Heart of America  Doug Geck
Indiana   Bob Wells
Mason–Dixon  Steve Cason
Mile High Denver  Ed Trujillo, Steve Strom
Nebraska/Iowa  ...
Northeast   Joe Bruno, Andy Ferrone
North Central   Tom Clarke
Northern CA/Nevada Dave Kloose, Hal Monroe
Northwest   Phil Shama   
Ohio    Ben Preston
Salt Lake City  Bob Parratt
Southwest   Jeannette Siegel
Southern CA   Ron Salzetti, Frank Fitzpatrick
Valley of the Sun   Tom Putman, John Elliott
The Foundation  Larry Noble 

Sharon Leight called the meeting to order and Ellen Baker was asked to take attendance. 

Approval of Minutes from August 19, 2015 Conference call
The minutes from the August 19, 2015 Committee Meeting were discussed.
Wynn Watkins moved that the minutes be accepted and the motion was seconded by Jeannette 
Siegel. The minutes were accepted unanimously.

Approval of H.C.S.C. Bylaws Amendments 
Sharon Leight presented the changes to the By-Laws. Phil Shama moved that the motion be passed. 
It was seconded by Joe Bruno and passed unanimously.

Approval of August 2015–July 2016 Budget
Bill Burns presented the budget. Andy Ferrone moved that the budget be accepted. The motion was 
seconded by Phil Shama and the budget was accepted unanimously.
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H.C.S.C. Foundation Report
Larry Noble presented the report on the Foundation. They had an excellent response from the letter 
the National Club mailed for them in June. The letter was mailed to 1800 National Club members and 
they received over $27,000 in donations and 7 contacts for support. They have also been able to send 
e-mails though Power Line. The main focus of the e-mails was to reach out to new recipients, but they 
were able to ask for financial help as well.

2016 Priorities
1. Planning of 2016 National Convention in San Antonio
2. Assuring new National and LMG members feel welcome and engaged
3. Inviting At-large National Board members to be on conference call for quarterly meetings if they 

are available 

Election of 2015-2016 At-Large Board members (4 year term)
1. Josh Norcross (replacing Jack Clancy)
2. Jeannette Siegel (replacing Jim Hailey)
3. Bill Kruder (replacing Warren Richards) 

Bill Burns moved that these candidates be elected. It was seconded by Wynn Watkins and passed 
unanimously.

Election of two current Board members as “Emeritus” (Honorary) Board Members:
1. Jim Hailey
2. Warren Richards  

Wynn Watkins moved that these candidates be elected as Emeritus members of the board. Joe Bruno 
seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously 

Appointment of National Secretary (1 Year Term): Ellen Baker
Phil Shama moved that this appointment take place. It was seconded by Wynn Watkins and the 
motion passed unanimously.

Current National Board Members:
Sharon Leight, Al Bell, Bill Burns, Joe Bruno, Robin Caldwell, Tom Clarke, Phil Esch, Larry Noble,  
Melvin Paxton Jr., Alan Rogers, Phil Shama, Wynn Watkins, Bill Webb

Andy Ferrone motioned the meeting be adjourned and Phil Shama seconded the motion. The meeting 
was adjourned at 11:35 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Ellen J. Baker          
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In 1972, After graduating from the University of Texas at Austin, Jeannette 
began her career at McCreless Store 1825 in San Antonio, Texas. This store 
was located in her home town. Her career included merchandising positions 
in the McCreless and Downtown San Antonio stores; Area Merchandise 
Specialist in the Dallas Buying Office; Personnel Manager and General Merchandising Manager at the 
Tyler, Texas store; Merchandising Publicist in the San Antonio District Office; and various assignments 
in the Community Relations department in the corporate office. Her corporate office assignments 
included managing the United Way campaign, March of Dimes Walk America, other special projects, 
volunteer programs such as the Golden Rule Awards and the James Cash Penney Awards for 
Community Service, serving on community boards. She retired in 2006.

Retirement has been anything but retiring. One of Jeannette’s first tasks was planning the National 
H.C.S.C. Convention in Kansas City. She works part-time for Textron University (Textron owns Bell 
Helicopter, Cessna, Beechcraft, Kautex, Lycoming, E-Z-GO, Greenlee) and finds it a good way to stay 
up to date on what is going on in the corporate world. For fun she travels. Her favorite place is Italy. 
She enjoys monthly lunches with JCPenney friends and taking classes in the arts, crafts, cooking and 
many other subjects. 

Jeannette currently is President of the H.C.S.C. Southwest Local Meeting Group and is the 
Communications Chair for the Association of Women Executives. Jeannette looks forward to serving 
on the National H.C.S.C. Alumni National board and returning to San Antonio as a “tourist” during the 
National Convention in 2016. 

JEANNETTE SIEGEL

Josh Norcross began his career working part-time in store 1834 in 
Melbourne, Florida in September 1969. In 1971 Josh joined the JCPenney 
Management Training Program. After working in many different merchandise 
assignments, he was promoted to Personnel Manager in Merritt Island, 
Florida in 1978. Three years later, after training for the Operations Manager’s 
position, he was assigned to be the Operations Manager in Winter Park, Florida. In 1985 Josh was 
assigned to the Personnel/Operations position to open Store 2069 in Orlando, Florida. In 1989 he was 
assigned the GMM of the Home and Womens divisions in the Orlando Store. From May 1998 to June 
2009 Josh was the manager of store 0830 in Laurel, Mississippi. In 2009, Josh became a member of 
the JCPenney National H.C.S.C Alumni Club and the Deep South local meeting group. 

Josh has served as Vice President for two years for the Deep South LMG, followed by two years as 
president. Josh and his wife, Linda, live in Melbourne, Florida where they are enjoying their retirement 
surrounded by their many family members including: two sons and their wives and four grandchildren. 
In addition to spending time with family, Josh enjoys wood working and many sports including tennis, 
pickleball, golf, fishing and boating.

JOSH NORCROSS
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It all began the summer of 1973.  After graduating from high school 
and waiting to attend college that fall, Bill applied for the position of 
Sales Associate at Store 1542 Chicago aka Ford City. Within weeks 
Bill met Jack Fields, Ron Fazio, and Jim Trench who were part of the 
management team. It was at that moment that he decided he wanted “to 
be like them.” Through their mentorship and friendship, that has lasted 
over 40 years, the journey began.

After attending Elmhurst College, in 1977 Bill joined the Management 
Training Program in Store 1542. Upon completion of the program 
and after working in a couple stores and holding many different 
merchandising assignments including Store 1688 Gary, Indiana and 
Waukegan, Illinois, he was promoted to General Merchandise Manager of Women’s and Men’s in 
1983 in Store 0972 Niles, Illinois. Two years later in 1985 Bill was again promoted to GMM of Women’s 
and Home to open Store 2163 Calumet City, Illinois. In 1987 Bill then moved on to his next assignment 
as GMM of Women’s and Home at Store 0237 Orland Park, Illinois. Following these assignments in 
1992 Bill was promoted as Women’s Business Planning Manager for the newly combined Chicago 
District 8310 out of Store 1948 Schaumburg, Illinois aka Wood-field.

It was in 1994 that Bill took the big leap in his career and moved to headquarters, first as Marketing 
Programs Manager in Home, and then as Catalog Media Manager in Women’s before getting his 
first buying assignment as Buyer of Misses Blouses. He then moved on to Buying assignments that 
included Misses Casual Tops followed by Misses Casual Bottoms. Following that in 2005, Bill was 
assigned to a new corporate initiative as a project lead to Cycle Time Reduction and in 2008 became 
the Private Brands Time and Action Director. Bill retired after nearly 40 years in January 2012.

Bill currently is a council member for Gerson Lehrman Group. He has two daughters, Maggie a 
graduate of MSU and Carson a student at MSU, in addition to their Golden Retriever Penny. He is an 
avid skier, enjoys reading, and is a sports car enthusiast. Bill recently became a board member of 
H.C.S.C. Southwest Local Meeting Group.

BILL KRUDER

2016 National Convention • September 29–October 2

SAN ANTONIO
TEXAS
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Fiscal Year Ended July 31, 2015

Three reports are available online at www.jcpalumniclub.org. The first report is a comparison of 
Receipts and Disbursements for the Fiscal Years Ended July 31, 2014 and July 31, 2015. The second 
report is the proposed Budget for the Fiscal Year ending July 31, 2016. The Balance Sheet for the 
Fiscal Year Ended July 31, 2015 is the third report. 

Highlights of the Receipts and Disbursements Comparison report:

• Disbursements continue to exceed receipts from regular dues. However, the additional 
amounts received this year covered these disbursements. Additional funds were received as 
gifts from several members and from the H.C.S.C. Foundation for various services performed.

• Dues receipts for the National club and local meeting groups remain consistent with the 
previous year. 

Fiscal Year Ended July 31, 2016 Budget is based on the previous fiscal year adjusted for the change 
in the dues and excluding non-reoccurring items. 

• The Budget shows that disbursements will again exceed normal receipts. 

Balance Sheet Fiscal Year Ended July 31, 2015:

 Change in Liabilities and Equity: 

       July 31, 2014  July 31, 2015
 Endowment Fund    $ 36,590.00  $ 36,590.00
 Restricted Net Assets      50,000.00     50,000.00
 Net Income and Unrestricted Assets    22,502.75     28,919.55
 Net Liabilities and Equity                  $109,092.75           $115,509.55

Treasurer’s Report
H.C.S.C. Alumni Club, Inc.
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Marvin Ellison joined JCPenney as president and CEO-designee in November 2014. To ensure 
a seamless leadership transition, he worked closely with then Chief Executive Officer, Myron E. 
(Mike) Ullman, III, until August 1, 2015, upon which he became CEO. Ellison is also a member of the 
JCPenney’s board of directors.

Ellison has nearly 30 years of experience in the retail industry, spending the last 12 years at Home 
Depot. In his most recent position, Ellison led nearly 2,000 retail locations as executive vice president 
of U.S. stores. Prior to that, he was president of Home Depot’s northern division, a role in which he 
had responsibility for the sales and operations of more than 700 stores in 21 states and led a team 
of more than 150,000 associates. Previously, he was senior vice president of global logistics, with 
oversight of all domestic distribution, transportation, store and appliance delivery, import distribution 
and international logistics throughout the United States, Canada, Mexico, China and more than 
35 other countries. Before joining Home Depot, Ellison spent 15 years with Target in a variety of 
operational roles, including corporate director of asset protection.

Ellison serves on the board of directors of FedEx as a member of the compensation committee. He is 
actively involved in philanthropic efforts, including inner-city school renovations, as well as mentoring 
programs aimed at developing inner-city youth. He earned a business administration degree in 
marketing from the University of Memphis and a Master of Business Administration from Emory 
University.

Marvin Ellison
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HONOR, CONFIDENCE, SERVICE, COOPERATION
A Nonprofit Foundation Dedicated to Assist Retired Associates and/or Spouses in Need of Financial Assistance

The Foundation has been busy helping retired JCPenney associates who have found themselves with 
unexpected needs. Twenty eight recipients from across the United States have received aid totaling more 
than $300,000 this year. Recipients, associates in need, come from 21 different states across the country.

Your donations have been used in many ways to help these retired associates in need. Emergency 
payments, medical bills, repairs, one-time payments, and monthly payments, including payments from 
$300–$2,000 per month. Since inception, the Foundation has extended over $4.3 million to retired 
JCPenney associates in need of financial assistance.

When making contact with a recent applicant, after confirming her qualifications, we learned that her 
car was being repossessed the next day! The applicant was actively seeking employment and needed 
the vehicle in order to do so. We called the debt holder and tried to work out the situation with them. 
They refused to accept a bank draft from the Foundation as payment, so we offered a personal check as 
payment which they accepted and called off the repossession.

The applicant was approved for monthly assistance and is still seeking employment. With low interest 
rates and a very tough economy, the Foundation needs your help in replenishing these funds in order to 
continue to help JCPenney associates with real needs. Thank you to the many who have given to support 
the Foundation and especially to those who have given Memorials in memory of those who have passed.

Memorials can be made in memory of a person of your choosing or in support of the Foundation. A letter 
of acknowledgement is sent to the donor and a memorial card is sent to the surviving spouse or family 
member. The amount is not mentioned in the memorial card. With the donor’s permission, their name and 
recipients name will be published in the Partner’s magazine.

We would appreciate any support you can give. Your donations are tax deductible and can be mailed to:

Larry Noble, Secretary/Treasurer
H.C.S.C. Foundation, Inc.
15220 Green Valley Drive
Chino Hills, CA 91709-4267

HONOREE         DONOR  

Don Clark
Don Clark
Lucille Dosch 
Dick Curtis
John Head
John Hodges
Marilyn Schwartz
Steve Saxton
Fred Smith

Paul Simons
Larry Noble
Larry Noble
Ron Shipley
Paul Rooney
John Norris
Kay D’Agostino
Francis Saxton
Kay D’Agostino

DONATIONS TO THE FOUNDATION

Thomas Ashmore
Joseph Bade
Deryl Benz
Lester Bosch
Thomas Clarke
Dorothy Bremer
Thomas Bretzius
Barbara Crecelius
Lawrence Dowler

James Feit
Bradley Ferguson
Harold Monroe
Hank Phan
Eugene Renner
Steve Strom
Gene Williams
William Wilson
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Deep South
Mike McLaughlin
(941) 488-2658
momik@verizon.net

Florida Sun Coast
Fred Faulkner 
(941) 351-7644
fredf7@verizon.net

Northeast
Andy Ferrone
(732) 859-1606
ajferrone@verizon.net 

Ohio
Ben Preston
(614) 939-1957
bfprest@aol.com

Valley of the Sun
John Henderson
(480) 595-9616
jghskibum@aol.com

Dixie
Ed Savold
(479) 434-5723
kingofstkball@aol.com

Mason-Dixon
Jere Long
(757) 229-7115
jerejml@cox.net

North Central
Tom Clarke
(214) 705-0028
tjclarke1@aol.com

Southwest
Al Bell
(972) 347-2354
al.bell@sbcglobal.net

H.C.S.C. Foundation
Larry Noble
(909) 597-4678
dfoundation@gmail.com

Heart of America
Harry Rediger 
(573) 334-0200
harryrediger@att.net

Denver
Ed Trujillo
(303) 805-0396
edkeystone@hotmail.com

Northern California/Nevada
Hal Monroe
(209) 952-2104
hmonroe@sonic.net

Southern California 
Paul Simons
(714) 525-3331
psimons381@aol.com

Indiana
Bill Wright
(317) 891-6449
annbillrite@sbcglobal.net

Nebraska/Iowa
Richard Fry
(402) 562-6412
edrickf@megavision.com

Northwest
Phil Shama
(360) 424-9581
pshama3355@aol.com 

Salt Lake City
Sperry Rueckert
(801) 278-6347 
sparrueck@hotmail.com 

H.C.S.C. 
FOUNDATION

H.C.S.C. FOUNDATION REPRESENTATIVES

HONOR, CONFIDENCE, SERVICE, COOPERATION
A Nonprofit Foundation Dedicated to Assist Retired Associates and/or Spouses in Need of Financial Assistance



11www.jcpalumniclub.org

Ron Winkler was born in Berkeley, California 
and raised in the East Bay town of Orinda. 
He attended the University of California at 
Berkeley, both as an undergraduate and in law 
school, graduating from law school in 1971. He 
immediately began working for Montgomery 
Ward as a labor and employment law attorney 
in its Oakland Regional Office. In 1972, he 
was transferred to Ward’s Home Office in 
Chicago. During his four years in Chicago he 
met and married his wife, Ruth. In 1976 he was 
promoted back to Oakland as Wards’ Regional 
Labor Relations Manager.

In 1979, West Region Personnel Relations 
Attorneys Dave Byers and Don Rose, who 
was moving to the New York Home Office, and 
Terry Prindiville, the West Region Personnel 
Manager, had several discussions with Ron 
about replacing Don Rose in the Buena Park 
Regional Office. In September 1979, Ron 
accepted their offer and became a Personnel 
Relations Attorney in Buena Park. In Buena 

Park, Ron worked under Regional Personnel 
Managers Terry Prindiville, Bob Karrer, Rich 
Macfee, Jack Robison, Wayne Mohn and Jim 
Magnussen. 

In September 1998, when all the Regional 
Offices were relocated to the Park Central 
building in Dallas, Ron and his family moved 
from Fullerton, where they had lived the last 
19 years, to the small town of Melissa, Texas. 
Melissa is located 42 miles south of the 
Oklahoma border and 25 miles northeast of the 
Plano Home Office. At that time, Melissa had 
a population of 650. It has now grown to 6,000 
residents. Ron and Ruth still reside in Melissa 
on 1 1/2 acres with a wooded creek running 
through their back yard.  

In 2000, all the Regional Personnel Relations 
Attorneys were moved into the Plano Home 
Office Legal Department. Ron still continued 
to work with the same stores, Districts and 
Regional staff he had previously. He was 

RON WINKLER

Ron & Ruth Surrounded by Family
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also given the responsibility of handling all 
of the union issues arising out of JCPenney 
Construction Services for the entire country. 
Ron retired in December 2006, after 27 great 
years with JCPenney, with the title of Senior 
Managing Counsel, Labor and Employment 
Law Group.

Ron and Ruth have four sons residing in 
Chicago, San Clemente, Munich, Germany 
and Dallas and four grandchildren ages 3 to 
8. In Fullerton, Ron coached youth basketball 
for 9 years and was on the Board of Directors 
for the Fullerton National Junior Basketball 
organization. Ruth was active in the Little 
League organization in Fullerton for 17 years 
holding all the major leadership positions 
including League President. 

In Melissa, Ron has been on his Homeowners 
Association Board of Directors for 10 years. 

He has also become an avid bike rider and 
participates in numerous organized rides, 
including riding 62 miles in the August “Hotter 
Than Hell” bike ride in Wichita Falls, TX. He 
and Ruth have also been very active in their 
church. For the last four years Ron has gone 
with fellow church members to the Guatemala 
Highlands, in an area where there is no water 
system, electricity or paved roads, working 
with the Maya Indians building water collection 
tanks and latrines. 

Ron continuers to stay in touch with many of 
his JCPenney colleagues. He is a member of 
the Southwest, Northern California/Nevada and 
Southern California LMGs. Every February he 
and Ruth attend the Southern California club’s 
Palm Springs “Spring Fling”. 

Ron working with native Pokemchi childreni in Guatemala

Ruth & Ron WinklerRon & Ruth Winkler
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Members of the Deep South H.C.S.C. were 
greeted by President Corinne Bjerke, Secretary 
Paul Nelson and Treasurer Ben Bjerke at their 
arrival to the 2015 Deep South 25th Anniversary 
Meeting at the Naples Beach and Golf Club. 
Attendees received welcome bags which 
included snacks, water, and brochures of local 
attractions. 

The event kicked off later that evening with a 
reception on the lawn overlooking the beautiful 
beach where members enjoyed an assortment 
of heavy hors d’oeuvres. The reception ended 
with the sunset over the water. After the 
reception ended, some members gathered at the 
Hospitality Suite for dessert. 

Deep South 25th Anniversary

Connie Lant, Kris & Gary Hoops, Corinne & Ben Bjerke 
and Terry Nottage
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Monday started off with members enjoying 
various excursions in Naples. The golfers were off 
to Naples Golf Club to enjoy a best ball scramble. 
Other members chose to take the Naples Trolley 
Tour. Karen Witt and Ray Ward ventured out with 
an all-day airboat tour of the Everglades. Later 
that evening, some members enjoyed a Sunset 
Cruise where they experienced breathtaking 
sites, wildlife and the natural beauty of Naples 
Bay.

Tuesday morning began with some members 
venturing out for a half-day airboat tour of the 
Everglades. Others met for a friendly bowling 
tournament and lunch at a local bowling alley. 
The day ended with a dinner reception at the 
hotel

On Wednesday, it was time for everyone to 
say goodbye. It was a great meeting and a 
wonderful opportunity for partners to reflect on 

Jack Clancy and Kris Hoops Jack Clancy, Jim Smith, Kris Hoops, and Josh Norcross

Karen Witt and Ray Ward 
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Julie and Cecil Ranzino Jack and Lorraine Clancy Cathy & Cecil Naftel

Kathy & Jim McCauseyJulie Ranzino (according to file name)
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fun memories and make new memories. Next 
year’s meeting is scheduled to take place in St. 
Augustine, Florida. The Deep South H.C.S.C. 
would like to extend an invitation to everyone to 
join us next year in the Great Sunshine State of 
Florida. 

Attendees: Ben & Corinne Bjerke, Bill & Patti 
Alcorn, Ron & Carolina Clair, Jack & Lorraine 
Clancy, Gary & Kris Hoops, Earl & Peggy Land, 
Paul & Leigh Nelson, Josh & Linda Norcross, 
James Smith, Wynn & Brenda Watkins, Mary 
Berzak & Mike Deminsky, Andy & Sharon 
Cumming, Ed & LaRue Howard, Tom & Lavon 
Jewell, Connie Lant, Kathy & Jim McCausey, 
Cecil & Cathy Naftel, Terry Nottage, Cecil & Julie 
Ranzino, Marty & Phyllis Schuler, Dick & Dorothy 
Sherwood, Jim Smith, Harley & Nancy Snyder, 
Gene & Peggy Temple, Walt & Jean Totten, Phil & 
Bunny Esch, Katlyn & Ron Worley, Al & Dee Bell, 
Mike & Sue Ashpole, and Karen Witt & Ray Ward. 

Dick and Dorothy Sherwood Kris Hoops, Corinne Bjerke, Connie Lant

Terry Nottage, Gary & Kris Hoops
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Paul & Leigh Nelson Bill and Pattin Alcorn

Lavon Jewell, Peggy Land, Al Bell, Dee  Bell Caroline & Ron Clair
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The Denver Mile High Local Meeting Group 
held their annual summer picnic at the beautiful 
mountain home of Doris Anderson located in 
the gorgeous Colorado high country near Rocky 
Mountain National Park. It truly was a “Rocky 
Mountain High” picnic at an elevation over 
9200 ft at Doris’ mountain home. The Denver 
LMG enjoyed beautiful weather in the 70’s on a 
“bluebird” day in Colorado.

President Ed Trujillo and wife, Mary Beth, brought 
barbeque and beans from the famous Hickory 
House in Parker, CO while other attendees 
brought delicious home made side dishes. Dining 
outdoors on picnic tables above Doris’ home with 
a pleasant mountain breeze and sunny skies 
added to the wonderful event atmosphere.

New members, Dave and Jennie Simpson, were 
welcomed to the group and everyone enjoyed 
sharing JCP stories and people connections with 
them.

A variety of cheesecake was served as dessert 
after the wonderful barbeque meal while 
attendees enjoyed conversation under the 
beautiful Ponderosa pine trees in Doris’ back 
yard.

Vice President, Steve Strom, provided a new 
game for the group called “Shut Eye”, a dice 
game that involves good decision making and 
some lucky dice throws. Ed Trujillo, Mary Brown, 
Ivan and Margie Stewart tied as winners of this 
fun and easy to play game.

Denver

Front row: Jennie Simpson, Doris Anderson, Margie Stewart, Mary Brown. 
Back row: Dave Simpson, Steve Strom, Ed Trujillo, and Ivan Stewart

Margie & Ivan Stewart and Ed Trujillo
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President Ed Trujillo discussed membership 
growth initiatives as well as Denver Mile High 
website updates after which the group said good 
byes and looked forward to our annual Christmas 
Luncheon in December tentatively planned at 
Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant in Centennial, 
Colorado.

Attendees: Doris Anderson, Ed & Mary Beth 
Trujillo, Ivan & Margie Stewart, Dave & Jennie 
Simpson, Mary Brown and Steve Strom.

Margie Stewart, Mary Beth Trujillo, Dave Simpson, Jennie 
Simpson, Mary Brown, and Doris Anderson

Ivan & Margie Stewart, Mary Brown, and Doris Anderson Ed Trujillo and Steve Strom

Doris Anderson, Ivan & Margie Stewart and Mary Brown 
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2016 National Convention • September 29–October 2

SAN ANTONIO
TEXAS

Remember the Alamo! Remember the Convention!

20
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San Antonio - a Culinary Fiesta!
Fajitas and Margaritas, Enchiladas and Quesadillas, 
Gorditas and Carne Asada - It’s all Here!

San Antonio’s culinary palette derives from the 
influence of European and Mexican traditions of 
generations ago. New arrivals who settled here 
introduced us to fragrant spices, cooking styles 
reflecting both heritage and innovation, and foods 
of exotic lands. Many of our acclaimed chefs who 
studied elsewhere bring their world-class training 
back to our culinary landscape. Talented new chefs 
are honing their skills every day at the prestigious 
Culinary Institute of America—San Antonio.

Fiesta!



22 www.jcpalumniclub.org

The Mason-Dixon Group met in Hershey, PA in 
May for three days. We had a great time, with lots 
and lots of laughs as well as a beautiful hotel, fun 
activities, great food and beautiful weather. 

 

Pat & Andy Ferrone, Ben Preston, Steve & Patrice Cason, Nancy 
Shults, Karen Groezinger Bell, Pat Rusman, Betty & Karl Leuffen, 
(background) Forest Bell, Marcia Preston, Kim Shults, Carolyn 
& John Head, Jere & Charma Long, Don Hurst, (Photographer: 
Hank Rusman)
 

We did so many things! On Tuesday while the 
golfers enjoyed the links, other attendees went to 
Hershey Gardens. What a treat, especially since 
everything Spring was blooming.

Marcia Preston, Pat Rusman, Patrice Cason

 

 
We attended Chocolate University and learned 
everything you need to know about Hershey 
Chocolate. Next we proceeded to Chocolate 
World to design our own chocolate bars (even 
the packaging). It was a lot of fun to watch our 
creations come off the production line. They are 
too pretty to eat! 

Betty Leuffen, Charma and Jere Long, Forest and Karen Bell

Mason-Dixon
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Andy Ferrone shows us his chocolate creation. 

On Wednesday, after Chocolate World, we visited 
the American Antique Car Association which 
was really fascinating with over 100 beautifully 
restored and maintained autos and motorcycles.  
They even provided us with a lovely buffet lunch. 

That afternoon we visited the Milton Hershey 
School,established in 1909 by Milton Hershey 
and his wife Catherine. The school still thrives 
due to the trust fund that the Hersheys 
established. More than 9,000 alumni nationwide 
have attended the school.

Later that evening we enjoyed a wonderful 
banquet as well as a fascinating presentation 
by one of the admissions directors of the Milton 
Hershey School.

We held our business meeting and discussed 
future meeting plans for the Mason-Dixon LMG.  
The National H.C.S.C. Club is planning our next 

National meeting in San Antonio, TX in the Fall of 
2016. Our Fall 2016 Mason-Dixon meeting will be 
at the National H.C.S.C. Meeting in San Antonio.  
We plan to have a special lunch or dinner while 
there just for our Mason-Dixon members. 
 
We plan to solicit information from all of 
our members each fall and compile it into a 
“Christmas Newsletter” so we can “stay in  touch” 
with each other. 
 
Meeting planners have been assigned  for our 
Fall 2017 Mason-Dixon meeting and our Fall 
2018 meeting.

Carolyn Head, Patrice Cason, Pat Ferrone
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Happy birthday greetings to Tye Mentzer! Who 
celebrated 103 years on November 20, 2015!                                                              

Tye retired in 1973 from the Newton, Iowa store. He 
was a faithful participant of the North Central LMG 
for many years. He was a great golfer – always on a 
winning team – because of his “putting skills”.

He has two daughters, Jan Stevenson who resides 
in Shenandoah, Iowa and Pat Mentzer who lives in 
Palm Springs, California. And, as the pictures show, 
the “Proud GREAT Grandfather” to Kroix David 
Stevenson, who was born July 4, 2015 – a fourth 
generation of the Mentzer Family.

Happy Birthday Tye Mentzer!

Gabe, Taylor and Kroix

Tye and KroixTye, Jan, Gabe, Kroix
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The Ohio Local Meeting Group held It’s Fall 
Meeting on September 28, 2015 at Giammarco’s 
Italian Restaurant in Westerville, Ohio. We 
had 12 folks in attendance and we had a 
great time reconnecting with each other. Jack 
Chenoweth asked a blessing over our lunch and 
everyone ordered from the menu. The food was 
outstanding.

Barb Innes read notes from retirees that were not 
able to attend but had info to share with those in 
attendance. Michael Brown was welcomed as a 
new member. After lunch, Jack Chenoweth gave 
a Treasurer’s Report.

Ben Preston introduced the speaker for the 
day: Mr. Frank Wilson, Store Manager of 
the local Polaris Fashion Place store. Frank 
enlightened the group with the many changes 
and improvements that were taking place at 
JCPenney and the upcoming holiday season was 
looking very encouraging. We were all happy to 
learn that things are getting back on track within 
the stores and our stock value was showing 
improvement. Many favorable comments were 
made about the changes and improvements 
noted within the stores.

Mention was made that for next year, one of 
our meetings will be the National H.C.S.C. 
Convention in San Antonio, Texas. Everyone was 
encouraged to attend.

Jack and Marlene Chenoweth told of their 
travels throughout the central Ohio region this 
past summer with many enjoyable stops within 
the numerous Amish communities that they 
frequented. The Chenoweths then raffled off 
their numerous eclectic findings with those in 
attendance. Those door prizes were a wonderful 
surprise and treasured by all. The 50/50 drawing 
was won by Ben Preston.

Attendees: Michael Brown, Ben & Marcia 
Preston, Earl Waltz, Dick & Karin Warner, Phil and 
Karen Rohr, Jack & Marlene Chenoweth, Barb 
Innes, Frank Wilson.

Ohio
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The Salt Lake City Local Meeting Group met 
on Monday, September 21 at the Golden Corral 
for our annual meeting. We had a marvelous 
time and the food was great.

We welcomed five new members so there was 
at total of 24 members present.

The following topics were discussed: 

• The National Convention in San Antonio 
September 29–October 2,2016

• Kent Rowe gave an accounting of the 
LMG’s current financial status.

• Kent also discussed the new fees 
suggested by the National Board.

• Sperry Rueckert discussed the H.C.S.C. 
Foundation and suggested that he 
LMG send a $100 donation to help the 
Foundation and try and find JCPenney 
people in need of help

• Five members of the group passed away 
since the last meeting: Ted Morgan, Dee 
Rowe, Patti Haws, Wilber “Rish” Snelson 
and Ellie Muth.

Members who were unable to attend were Dick 
Steed, who was in a Nursing Home and has 
since passed away and Craig Childs due to 
medical problems.

Attendees: Dale & Elaine Allred, Steve 
Anderson, Jim & Nancy Campbell, Jerry & 
Jan Castleton, Verle & Leona Duerden,  “Mag” 
Christensen, Nick & Regina Hauert, Carlton 
Hinton, Russ & Mildred Latimer, Bob & Laura 
Parratt, Kent Rowe, Sperry & Anna Rae 
Rueckert, Charles & Carolin Sidwell, Todd & 
Ann Salasbury and Clark & Sylva Thomas.

Salt Lake

Front row: Charles Sidwell, Jim Campbell, Nick Hauert, Verle Duerden
Back row: Carolin Sidwell, Nancy Campbell, Jerry Castleton, Regina 
Hauert, Janice Castleton, Leona Duerden. 

Todd Salasbury, Steve Anderson

Janice Castleton, Carolin Sidwell, Elaine Allred
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Southern California
On September 12, the Southern California LMG 
convened at Lake Mission Viejo in Mission 
Viejo, California for their fourth Partner’s BBQ. 
Forty of the partners participated in a relaxing 
social afternoon overlooking the lake. Great food 
was prepared and presented followed by an 
opportunity for all present to jump on a pontoon 
boat for a scenic tour of the lake. Being South 
Orange County, the scenic lake shared the 
viewer’s eye with the beautiful and oversized 
homes that line much of the shore.   

The entire menu was prepared by SoCal 
members including various hors d’oeuvres, 
salads, barbecued meats and desserts. Stan 
Newton, Vice President of Hospitality and Lake 
Member, along with fellow Lake Members Tony 
Zarifis and Larry McGrail arranged for the day 
with the Lake officials. The LMG party was 
assigned tables and BBQ was provided under 
the canopy of trees on the North Shore. Frank 
Fitzpatrick, Vice President of Publicity, made 
the arrangements for much of the food and 
beverages in the days leading up to the event. 

Fitzpatrick, along with President Mark Schultz, 
handled the barbecuing chores insuring that all 
had a chance for the medium rare Santa Maria 
Style Tri-Tips. For those that preferred something 
other than the Tri-Tip, Pat Fitzpatrick fried over 70 
pieces of chicken breasts and chicken legs which 
were served well seasoned and chilled. 

Mark and Audrey Schultz brought tasty jalapeno 
poppers, and a four layer bean dip with tortilla 
chips for dipping. Cheryl and Stan Newton 
brought another first course “kielbasa bites” 
which were enjoyed by all. Melissa and Alan 
Rogers served up a fruit salad which was most 
satisfying on this warm summer day. 

Larry McGrail and Stan Newton

Ron Salzetti, Veta & Tony Zarifis and Cheryl Newton

Members waiting for dessert to be served
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Pat Fitzpatrick also whipped up a country style 
potato salad, a four bean salad, plus sandwich 
rolls and creamed horseradish for those eating 
the Tri-Tip. Carol Best provided everyone’s 
favorite “hot dogs & buns” that were a last minute 
and “most welcome” addition to the “Q”. 

Gerri Burt’s daughter Krystle prepared four 
dozen luscious cupcakes for after lunch. Pat 
Fitzpatrick baked eight dozen of her chocolate 
chip cookies for the event. Kay and Ron Salzetti 
provided a “decadent chocolate sheet cake” 
which was quickly powered off. Needless to say 
by late afternoon everyone was very mellow and 
full of wonderful treats for the palette. 

Wayne Burt provided a portable bar all set 
up and functioning for the afternoon. It was 
a very popular spot to congregate and enjoy 
refreshments. From the bar, members enjoyed 
Vodka Tonics, an assortment of beers and sodas, 
not to mention a wealth of bottled water, all being 
chilled by over 100 pounds of ice.

Everyone enjoyed visiting and catching up on 
the past summer activities. Many had taken 
wonderful trips and had also enjoyed the 
activities of their children and grandchildren. 
Friends were sharing photos and cell phones all 
afternoon long.

In addition, Larry McGrail brought to the outing 
an interesting game of chance called “Tumbling 
Towers”. Many had their chance to conquer it 
over a cocktail and for sure all had a great time 
watching as the game unfolded.

Several couples traveled significant distances 
to attend. They included: Phil and Lori Young, 
Antelope Valley, California.; Dick Scoville, Simi 
Valley, California.; Ross and Marilyn Willour, and 

Ross Willour and Frank Fitzpatrick 

Veta & Tony Zarifis

Stan & Cheryl Newton and Lori & Phil Young
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Betty Bidwell, all of Palm Springs, California; 
Mark and Audrey Schultz and Ron and Kay 
Salzetti from North San Diego County.

Attendees: Carol Best & Larry McGrail, Betty 
Bidwell, Wayne & Gerri Burt, Vince Caporusso, 
Frank & Pat Fitzpatrick, Sandy Gonzales, 
Barbara & Bob Livingson, Mirth & Steve Meyer, 
Irene & Pete Miller, Larry & Cheryl Noble, Stan & 
Cheryl Newton, Les Olander & Helga Osterman, 
Jeff & Jennifer Paige, Hank Phan, Jim Phillips, 
Ron & Janice Rhoads, Alan & Melissa Rogers, 
Ron & Kay Salzetti, Mark & Audrey Schultz, 
Dick Scoville, Ross & Marilyn Willour, Phil & Lori 
Young, Tony & Veta Zarifis.

Submitted by Tony Zarifis and Frank Fitzpatrick
Pictures by Wayne Burt.

Pat Fitzpatrick, Cheryl & Stan Newton, Marilyn Willour

Jeff & Jennifer Paige with Dick Scoville and Kay Salzetti

Al & Melissa Rogers, Jennifer & Jeff Paige Frank Fitzpatrick and Alan Rogers
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On July 15, Southwest LMG members and 
guests enjoyed a tour of AT&T Stadium (formerly 
Dallas Cowboys Stadium) followed by lunch 
at Mariano’s Restaurant, home of the frozen 
margarita. The tour covered the construction of 
the stadium, a look at the stadium art, visits to 
the Press Box, locker rooms for the players and 
cheerleaders and a walk on the field.  

Work began on the Arlington, Texas site in 
January 2006, and cost $1.15 billion to build.  
The Dallas Cowboys played their first pre-season 
game in August 2009. It took one year just to 
excavate the land. Where did all that dirt go? It 
was used to build the George Bush Turnpike in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. The stadium 
seats 85,000 people; with standing room it can 
accommodate 105,000 guests.  In addition to the 
impressive seating capacity, the stadium boasts 
a 11,520 square feet per endzone or 23,040 
square feet per sideline high definition video 
screens.  

The stadium hosts a variety of events: NFL 
games including the Super Bowl, NBA games, 
college and high school football championships, 
soccer matches, Supercross and WrestleMania, 
to name a few sporting events. Entertainers such 
as George Strait (his farewell show had nearly 
105,000 guests), the Rolling Stones, Taylor Swift, 
Beyonce and Jay-Z, and Paul McCartney have 
performed here. In 2012, in partnership with the 
Dallas Opera, AT&T Stadium began hosting 
simulcasts of Dallas Opera performances open 
to the public free of charge. 

Jean Jones, wife of owner Jerry Jones, is 
credited with designing the interior of the stadium 
including the impressive art collection. Eighteen 
contemporary artists were invited to create site-
specific artworks for the stadium. The works 
include paintings, sculptures and installations.
A visit wouldn’t be complete without a walk on 
the field where the group had its picture taken on 
the 50-yard line Cowboys Star. 

Southwest
ARE YOU READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL?
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And the grand finale? The group enjoyed a 
fajita lunch complete with frozen margaritas at 
Mariano’s Hacienda Restaurant in Arlington. 
Mariano Martinez is credited with inventing the 
first frozen margarita machine on May 11, 1971. 
The machine was originally a soft-serve ice 
cream machine and now sits in the Smithsonian 
National Museum of History.

Attendees: Ellen Baker, Elaine Duke and guest, 
Al & Dee Bell, Mike Bragg and guests, Don 
Brown, John & Robin Caldwell, Tom & Sandra 
Clarke, Harold & Jo Corvin, Ron & Diane Fazio, 
Charles & Carolyn Finch, Ida Gephart, Glenn 
& Barbara Harrison and guests, Don & Marcia 
Isch, Bill Kruder, Sharon Leight, Harold Menzel, 
Dennis & Sheila Radabaugh, Jeannette Siegel 
and guests, John & Wanda Summers, and Don 
Teller and guest. 

 

Artist interpretation of a football play

The Big Screen

GO COWBOYS!
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Donald Teller, Jr., Austin Scallions (Mike Bragg’s grandson), Mike Bragg and John Caldwell

Lunch at Mariano’s Haciendo 
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It is hard to know where to start telling your 
story when so much time has passed. In my 
case that’s 78 years.

I was born in San Francisco, California in 1936 
during the Great Depression, the building of the 
Golden Gate Bridge and the plans for the San 
Francisco World’s Fair. 

While still an infant, my 
mother and father took me to 
Alabama to live with his large 
family: 12 brothers and sisters. 
My mother didn’t like the 
overwhelming environment 
of so many relatives. So, she 
packed me up and left for 
the familiar shores of San 
Francisco and her sister, 
brothers and parents. I 
mention this because no one 
ever told me. It was the times.

Eventually, with a stepfather 
and two baby brothers we 
moved to southern California where I have 
lived all of my life to date. My grandmother and 
grandfather also moved south with us.

Shortly after that, World War II broke out.  As 
a kid, the war effort gave me something to do. 
I stood in lines to buy rationed items or to turn 
in balls of string or jars of grease that we had 
collected. Everyone helped. My mother took her 
nylon stockings to be mended. My stepfather 
patrolled the neighborhood during blackouts. 
My grandfather worked at a shipyard. Sadly, he 
died of a heart attack at the young age of 51. 

School was my joy. I played marbles with other 
girls at recess and did well in my classes; so, 
the day went quickly. Looking back, I realize 
kids had a lot of time and freedom. We walked 
everywhere. There was only one rule: be 
home before dark. On weekends, I liked to 
explore. I would take my oldest brother up into 
the foothills, carrying our lunch of crackers 

and cantaloupes. It was a 
wonderful time. 

We moved to a different city 
when I was in 6th grade. All 
sorts of things changed for 
me during that time, some 
good like having a great 
teacher when I entered junior 
high school and some hard 
when my mom and stepfather 
parted. 

I attended Monrovia-Arcadia-
Duarte high school called 
M A D.  I was editor of the 
school newspaper which won 

national recognition two years in a row. Leaving 
for UCLA on a scholarship was a milestone 
for me. I still came home for summers where I 
worked selling corn on the cob at a farm stand. 
It was “the” job to have!

But the most important thing of my college 
days was that my father found me! All those 
years of separation melted away when I heard 
his voice on the phone. Shortly after that he 
arrived in Westwood with my newfound sister 
and brother. Later, I would meet my stepmother 
and 21 first cousins. What a joy! 
 

MIRTH MEYER

Mirth & Steve Meyer
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Part two of my life began when I married a 
college sweetheart and relocated in Arizona 
where his family lived. Soon we all moved back 
to Southern California; and in the next five 
years, we had four children: three boys and 
one girl. I enjoyed the children and the social 
network of other moms. Little did I know that all 
this would end in the not too far future.  

My first adult job as a single mom of 
four children was with a Bioscience and 
Medical Products company as secretary to 
management. In this position I once traveled to 
Moscow to present a paper at an international 
conference for a doctor who was too valuable 
to go to Russia. Several years later when this 
company relocated out of state, I was hired by 
JCPenney at the regional office in Buena Park, 
California. The “Complex ,” as it was called, was 
a remarkable assignment. I saw the wheels of 
warehousing, the credit department, clothing 
specialists and new store construction. In my 
job in women’s fashions, I visited stores to learn 
about their needs. 

My first store assignment was Laguna Hills, 
California, a new store.  Before opening, I 
was stocking merchandise with one of my 
young sons helping me to fill end caps in the 
men’s department.  I was impressed with his 
neatness; and I thought, “If only my boys kept 
their room at home that neat!”

JCPenney became my career. I valued their 
principles, leadership and growth opportunities, 
culminating in my 28 years of service. My 
retirement lunch was on St. Patrick’s Day, 1998.
My assignments were: 

• Fashion Advisor, August, 1970, Los 
Angeles, California

• District Merchandiser, August, 1971, Los 
Angeles, California

• Senior Merchandise Manager, October, 
1974, Newport Beach, California

• Senior Merchandiser, August, 1975, Laguna 
Hills, California

• General Merchandise Manager, November, 
1977, Newport Beach, California

• Personnel Manager-in-Training, September, 
1981, Buena Park, California

• Personnel Manager, October, 1981, Buena 
Park, California

• Complex Personnel Manager, January, 
1988, Buena Park, California

• Administrative Services Manager, June, 
1989, Buena Park, California

The actual beginning and ending of my career 
at the Buena Park Complex was a bittersweet 
experience because the Complex closed the 
same year I retired.
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On leaving JCPenney, I visited the corporate 
offices in Dallas, Texas. When the reins had 
been turned over, I boarded a plane to Oaxaca, 
Mexico to help at a mission. My four children 
were now adults and doing well. At the mission 
I helped support a family of three children. This 
family was only at the mission for two years, but 
it was a blessing for me to have known them.
Much of my early retirement years were in 
traveling to help where there was a need: 
planting vegetable gardens in Swaziland, 
Africa; encouraging teenage children of 
missionary parents serving in Mongolia; and 
not knowing to bring JCPenney white cotton 
men’s socks to missionaries in eastern Russia. 
It was an amazing retirement!

But the best was yet to come. After traveling 
almost half the world, I found my life mate and 
sweetheart at home. My husband, Steve and I 
met at the Crystal Cathedral. We were married 
surrounded by friends and our combined 
families of three girls and three boys.

Steve and I have traveled also, touring Montreal 
and Quebec City in Canada, Thailand, Ireland, 
Alaska and Mexico for pleasure. We enjoy 
the H.C.S.C. events during the year, getting 
to know old and new JCPenney friends. We 

also attend a monthly breakfast get together in 
Buena Park for past associates of the Complex.

On a less frequent basis I meet for lunch with 
two women from the Bioscience Company 
where I was first employed. Friends are forever.
When I thank God for his blessings to me, 
my children and all those I hold dear, I am 
reminded of a great truth: God is love.
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Thirty members and guests attended the March 5, 2015 meeting and luncheon of the Florida 
Suncoast LMG at the Palm Air Country Club in Sarasota, Florida. Beverly Jordan gave the invocation 
and every enjoyed a lovely lunch. President Bob Gravatt called the meeting to order. Recognition was 
given to Frank Faulkner for facilitating the Country Club. Secretary Anita Kishbaugh read the February 
5, 2015 meeting minutes, while Treasurer Phyllis Roman gave an update on the balance and deposits 
year-to-date.President Bob Gravatt made a motion to accept and Wynn Watkins seconded it. President 
Bob then gave recognition to all of those who were celebrating birthdays and anniversaries.

The Deep South meeting September 20-22 was announced with information to follow. Guest speaker 
Bob Parker from the Sarasota, Florida store presented us with a JCPenney update and future growth 
forecast. 

Nancy Dixon once again ended our meeting in many laughs and chuckles. President Bob Gravatt 
announced our next meeting of December 3, 2015 in Sarasota, place to be determined later. President 
Bob made a motion to adjourn and Beverly Jordan seconded it.

Florida Suncoast

In Memoriam
 JCPenney Partners & Spouses we will miss

Donald D. Clark (February 28, 2015) – Don joined JCPenney in June of 1941 at the age of 17. His 43-
year career was interrupted by the war when he enlisted into the Navy. He spent 30 months serving 
on Liberty ships delivering supplies in North Africa, Italy and the Philippines. He married his wife 
Virginia in 1945 and they had 60 great years together until her passing in 2006. Don was proud of his 
service to the country and wore his WWII Vet baseball cap wherever he went! He was always excited 
to talk about the good old days at JCPenney. Don is survived by his daughter Cheryl, son Rick, four 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Condolences can be sent to the family at:
2206 Canyon Creek Dr, La Verne, CA 91750

Edward Lee Crumpler (July 14, 2015) - Mr. Crumpler retired from JCPenney after thirty-five years of 
service. He was a volunteer with Habitat for Humanity and had served in the Army National Guard. 
Surviving are his wife of forty-seven years: Cherry Bland Crumpler; children, Jennifer Leigh Galloway 
and husband John of Marietta, Georgia, Dr. Edward Lee Crumpler, Jr. and girlfriend Erica Cave of 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, and Katherine Crumpler of Wilmington; grandchildren, Parker Galloway, 
Jensen Galloway, Caroline Galloway, Braydon Caldwell, and Wyatt Cave. Condolences may be sent to 
Cherry at: 4329 Tollington Drive, Wilmington, NC 28412.
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Lucy Dosch (October 20) - Lucy grew up on the family farm near Strasburg, North Dakota and 
loved to be outside working with the horses. This is a love she carried through her life with her love of 
gardening and yard work. Growing up, she had a deep family attachment to the Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church where she learned to play the organ so she could be the organist at Mass. Lucy was a cook 
and hostess extraordinaire. She had the gift of beautiful hospitality she graciously shared with all. Lucy 
enjoyed deep friendships, a love of playing cards and attending local basketball games. Lucy and 
Jake celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on June 7, 2015. She is survived by her husband Jake 
Dosch, her five children and 16 grandchildren. Condolences may be sent to Jake and the family at:  
215 34d Avenue, NE, Unit # 4, Valley City, ND 58072 

Duane J. Hauge (October 4, 2014) - In 1955 he took a job at JCPenney in Bremerton. JCPenney took 
Duane, Lois and their four children on a trip to many locations. After Bremerton he was transferred to 
Reno, Nevada 1962-63, Renton, Washington 1963-68, Tacoma, Washington 1968-72, Nampa, Idaho 
1972-77, Fairbanks, Alaska 1977-80, Ventura, California 1980-82. Fox Hills, Los Angeles, California 
1982-84, Las Vegas, Nevada 1984-87 and finally Sacramento, California, where he retired in 1989 
after 34 years with JCPenney. Duane enjoyed hunting, fishing, boating, vintage cars, coin collecting, 
jazz, reading ads, cooking cioppino and a good book. He was a loving husband, wonderful father and 
when he made a friend, it was for a lifetime. Condolences may be sent to Lois at: 522 Roycroft N.W., 
Olympia, WA 98502

John Thomas Head (July 16, 2015) - John graduated from the University of Notre Dame in 1966, and 
immediately joined the US Army where he went to Officer Candidate School and served as a First 
Lieutenant in the AG Corps until July, 1969. He and Carolyn, his wife of 48 years, were married in June 
of 1967. Upon leaving the Army, he joined JCPenney as a management trainee. Through the years 
he held many positions in the company. He served as District Personnel Manager in Pittsburgh and 
Regional Merchandise Manager for the children’s lines in Dallas. He also managed stores in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania; Utica, New York; Wayne, New Jersey; and Rockaway, New Jersey. He and Carolyn 
retired to Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina in 2004. His grandchildren gave him special pleasure, and he 
loved teasing them. He enjoyed playing golf with his friends, but his favorite foursomes were made 
up of his sons, grandsons, son-in-law and brother-in-law. John always had a smile on his face and 
a joke at the ready. He loved to entertain; Sunday supper with the family was his favorite day of the 
week. He also loved Notre Dame and was a huge fan of every team and every endeavor of the school. 
Condolences may be sent to Carolyn at:  
2429 Bending Oak Loop, Mt Pleasant, SC 29466

Archibald (Arch) King (August 19, 2015) - Written by Al Driver. I worked with Arch in the JCPenney 
law department for many years in the capacity of assistant general counsel when I was assistant 
general counsel and later a senior vice president and general counsel. Arch’s deep dedication 
to ethical, religious and moral values perfectly reflected the commitment of James Cash Penney, 
JCPenney’s founder, in those values. Arch and I became fast friends, and we lunched together almost 
every day to discuss how the law department could add its voice to encourage the company to best 
reflect those values. Some of the positions that Arch advocated involved issues where taking the high 

In Memoriam
 JCPenney Partners & Spouses we will miss
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road involved additional costs to JCPenney. Arch was a convincing advocate for taking the high road 
because it carried the message that JCPenney stood behind the products it sold. JCPenney followed 
his advice over the years. For example, JCPenney undertook one of the first recalls of any retailer 
of a defective product. Not only was Arch’s advice of great benefit to JCPenney, but increasingly 
other companies followed JCPenney’s example. Arch’s efforts contributed mightily to the business 
community because he helped to demonstrate that a company can prosper by doing the right thing. 
He was a wonderful example not only to his four children and eight grandchildren, but also for all 
those who serve as corporate counsel. Everyone who worked with Arch deeply regrets his passing. 
His legacy will live forever.

Barbara Lynn Kluck (August 11, 2015) - Barbara was born in Kirksville, Missouri as the only child of 
Dr. Verdi and Alma Newman. She passed away peacefully in her home in Plano, Texas. She grew up in 
Kewanee, Illinois. After graduation she went to the University of Minnesota where she met Dick, who 
is a lifetime 50-year pin member of H.C.S.C. They enjoyed 52 years and 1 day together. She was the 
Administrative Assistant in the Philosophy Department at the U of M. While in New Jersey she was a 
stay at home Mom; while in Plano she continued to be a fun person, involved in many activities such 
as reading, crossword puzzles, cross stitching, cooking, card playing and travel to all 50 states and 
six continents. She is survived by her husband Richard (Dick), son John and four grandchildren Molly, 
Alex, Jak and Sam. Condolences may be sent to Dick at: 4661 Hallmark Dr., Plano, TX 75024.

Bill Mangham (November 1, 2015) - Bill attended the University of Florida, graduating in 1956 from 
the school of Journalism and Publications. He was active in the Sigma Phi Epsilon social fraternity 
and Sigma Delta Chi Journalism fraternity. Following graduation, he joined JCPenney and held 
various positions during his tenure. Bill spent several years in Meridian, Mississippi; Birmingham, 
Alabama; New York City, and Dallas, Texas. He eventually retired in Plano after 35 years of dedicated 
service to JCPenney. He was an active member of JCPenney’s retirement association, H.C.S.C. In 
addition to his work with JCPenney, he took time out to serve his country with the U.S. Army, and 
an additional eight years in the Army Reserves. Bill was a member of St. Andrew United Methodist 
Church and the Joy Bible Class. He leaves his wife of 57 years, Carole, son David Mangham, Sr. and 
wife, Krysia, and granddaughter Lilly and grandson David. Bill was an avid Gene Autry fan. During 
his life he became a major collector of Gene Autry memorabilia which brought him much joy and 
connected him with friendships around the world. Condolences may be sent to Carole and family at:  
5208 Blackhawk, Plano, TX 75093-4901.

Carol A. McCourt (Sept. 14, 2015) - Carol is survived by her husband, Bruce, her oldest son, 
Bruce M. “Tiger” (Patti) McCourt of Niles, Michigan; and their children: Quincy, Elizabeth, Grant and 
MaryClaire; her son, Brian G. McCourt of Zionsville, Indiana. and his three children: Spencer, Reis 
and Duncan; and her daughter, Pamela F. (Tom) Hirschler of South Bend, Indiana, and their children: 
Matthew and Jacob. Carol was a resident of Granger and a member of Knollwood Country Club for 
thirty-five years as well as a member of the Ladies 9-Hole Golf League. She was one of the original 
“Soccer Moms” who was a co-founder of the Knollwood Soccer Association. Carol loved watching 
her children play soccer. She was the “soccer mom” to the Notre Dame’s men’s soccer team during 
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the late 1980s, supplying them with baked goodies, advice, and approving smiles. In her later years, 
she enjoyed watching her grandchildren play soccer, even if a walker was necessary to get to the 
field. Carol was an avid St. Louis Cardinals baseball fan and loved her birth city. Summers were spent 
at her beloved lake house on Barron Lake in Niles, Michigan, where she was always surrounded by 
family. Condolences may be sent to Bruce at: 2625 Lakeshore Drive, Niles, MI 49120
 
David F. Miller Sr. (November 19, 2015) - David was married for 55 years to Gloria Parks Miller until 
her death in 2007. Following two years of service in the Air Force, David began a 37-year career with 
JCPenney. He retired from JCPenny’s in 1990 as Chief Operating Officer and Vice Chairman. He and 
Gloria then moved to Amelia Island, Florida, where he began his second career in entrepreneurship 
and community service. David’s life principles were guided by the importance of family, the Golden 
Rule and his belief in service above self. His financial support and leadership led to the founding of 
the David F. Miller Center for Retailing Education and Research at the University of Florida in 1991. 
He also led the initiative to form a Boys and Girls Club in Nassau County, Florida, named the Miller 
Freedom Center. He is survived by son and daughter-in-law David and Kathy Miller and their children 
Elizabeth and James, daughter Clara Miller, daughter and son-in-law Jane and Kenneth MacDonald 
and their children Gloria Hart and husband Michael, Clara and Elizabeth, and daughter and son-in-
law Elizabeth and Ben Hynson and their children Warren and wife Janie, and Nicklaus. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at: 68 Marsh Creek Road, Amelia Island, FL 32034.

Margretta Evelyne Olson Morgenson (August 31, 2015) - Margretta met John (Jack) Morgenson and 
married him in December of 1952 in San Diego when he was in the Marine Corps. After the Marine 
Corps, Jack and Gretta and their 5 children were transferred to many states during Jack’s 35-year 
tenure with JCPenney. They lived in Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, Missouri and Conneticut, 
until retirement in Plano, Texas. Their most recent home was in St. George, Utah. During their 62 
years together, Gretta and Jack loved traveling to countries such as Canada, Ireland, Poland, Spain, 
Scotland and Australia, just to name a few. Gretta had a passion for singing in the church choir, bible 
studies, traveling, book clubs, gardening, painting. Gretta was predeceased by her husband John 
(Jack) Cooke Morgenson and son David John Morgenson. Gretta is survived by sons John and Eric 
and daughters Monica and Erica. Gretta has 16 grandchildren, 22 great grandchildren and 2 great-
great grandchildren.

Calvin Richard Smith (November 2, 2014) - Cal was born October 22, 1928 in Bend, Oregon. When 
he retired golf was almost a full time job! He attended University of Oregon and graduated in 1950 
with a BA in Business Administration. In the fall of 1950 he and his friend Rich drove to Seattle and 
enlisted in the Navy. They both trained as pilots, Cal with helicopters. He left the Navy in December 
of 1954. He hired on to JCPenney in January of 1955 in San Jose, California and he reached 
management level in 1969 at the Oakland, California store. He had JCPenney stores in San Jose 
and Ventura, California, Caldwell, Idaho, Aberdeen and Seattle, Washington. He is survived by his 
loving wife of 57 years Marilyn and three children, three grandchildren and three great grandchildren. 
Condolences may be sent to Marilyn at: 9219 Olympic View Drive, Edmonds, WA 98020

In Memoriam
 JCPenney Partners & Spouses we will miss



 

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

P A I D
Plano, Texas
Permit #295

At Your Fingertips
Get the latest National H.C.S.C. or Local Meeting Group 
news, as well as other H.C.S.C. information online at:

JCPALUMNICLUB.ORG

2016 National Convention

SAN ANTONIO
TEXAS

September 29–October 2, 2016

Remember the Alamo! 

Remember the Convention! Alamo


